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Scope and Methodology 
1. Scope: 
The present work in the form of an annoted 
bibligraphy is the result of a continuous and constant 
attempt of searching all significant literature available on 
"Political developments in Kerala during 1956-1992". 
Although the bibliography is selective in nature, an attempt 
has been made to cover all aspects of the topic. 
2. Methodology : 
The secondary sources consulted in Farook College, 
Feroke, C.D.S. Library Trivandrum, and Maulana Azad Library 
A.M.U. Aligarh, to find out the location of Primary articles 
are :-
1. Index India 
2. Guide to Indian Periodical literature. 
3. Kerala Suchika 
The libraries visited for consulting the primary 
sources are as follows :-
1. Farook College Library, Feroke. 
2. Calicut University Library, Tenchipalam 
3. Centre for Development Studies Library, 
Trivandrum. 
4. Keral University Library, Trivandrum 
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5. British Library, Trivandrum 
6. Public Library, Trivandrum. 
7. Maulan Azad Library, AMU., Aligarh. 
3. Standard Followed : 
Bibliography reference for periodical articles: 
Care has been taken to follow strictly the rules and 
practices of C.C.C. Thus it gives a uniformity for the 
bibliographical references throughout the selected 
bibliography. Attempt has been made to give the full name of 
the periodical. The items of bibliographical references for 
each entry of periodical are arranged as follows :-
(a 
(b 
(c 
(d 
(e 
(f 
(g 
(h 
(i 
(J 
(k 
(1 
(m 
(n 
(o 
Name (s) of authors 
Full stop (.) 
Title of the article including sub title, if any 
Full stop (.) 
Title of the periodical in full 
Semicolon (;) 
Vlume number 
Coma (,) 
Issue number 
Semi Colon (,) 
Year of publication 
Coma (,) 
Date of, publication 
Semi colon (;) 
Inclusive pages of article. 
VI 
Specimen entry : 
PRABHAKARAN (G). Keral not a political liability. 
Link; 27,51; 1985, July, 28; 13-14. 
Describes the economic crisis in the state has been 
a subject of debate over the last one year. Even the 
congress led ruling front and its second biggest partner 
the Kerala Congress were enganged in a war of words and the 
row threatened the very existence of the Front. 
4. Subject Heading; 
Attempt has been made to give co-extensive s- bject 
heading as much as possible. It will facilitate the readers 
to find out desired article(s) from this bibliography. 
5. Arrangement: 
An entry is preceded by subject heading in 
capitals. The entry begins with entry element (i.e. surname) 
of the author is capitals, followed by the seocndary element 
(i.e. forename) is parenthesis, and then title of the 
article, which is followed by the title of the periodical, 
its volume, issue number, date of publication and page 
number. Each entry is then followed by an informative 
abstract of the article. 
6. Index; 
The index part contains an author index and title 
VII 
index. EAch index guides to the specific entry or entries in 
the bibliography. It is a hoped that they will be found very 
useful in; consultation of the bibliography. 
LIST OF JOURNALS 
Journals and Newspapers 
Caravan 
Economic and political weekly 
Economic Times 
Financial Express 
Frontier 
Hindstan Times 
Illustrated Weekly of India 
Indian Journal of political science 
India Today 
Link 
Mainstream 
Organiser 
Statesman 
Sunday 
Times of India 
Week 
Place 
Delhi 
Bombay 
Delhi 
Delhi 
Calcutta 
Delhi 
Delhi 
Delhi 
Delhi 
Delhi 
Delhi 
Delhi 
Delhi 
Calcutta 
Delhi 
Kottayam 
Periodicity 
Fortnightly 
Weekly 
Daily 
Daily 
Weekly 
Daily 
Weekly 
Quarterly 
Fortnightly 
Weekly 
Weekly 
Weekly 
Daily 
Weekly 
Daily 
Weekly 
PART-ONE 
1 
INTRODUCTION 
BACKGROUND 
Kerala i s one of the smallest s t a t e in the Indian 
union. I t l i e s along the Arabian Sea in the far south of 
our country. On the north and nor th -eas t i t i s flanked by 
Karnataka s t a t e and on the e a s t and south l i e s Tamil Nadu 
s t a t e s . I t s area of 38,855 square ki lometers i s j u s t 1.3 
percent of the t o t a l area of the country. Even t h i s 
t e r r i t o r y was ex i s t ing as three seperate u n i t s in the pas t , 
v i z . The pr incely s t a t e s of Travancore and Cochin and the 
Malabar d i s t r i c t and the Kasargode taluk of the old Madras 
s t a t e . Travancore and Cochin were l a t e r merged in to one 
s t a t e . In November 19 56, when the s t a t e s of India were 
reorganised, these three areas were l imited in to the present 
s t a t e of Kerala, thus f u l f i l l i n g the long-cherished desire 
of the Mai ay al am-speaking people to come under a single 
p o l i t i c a l u n i t . 
Kerala has been described as the "favourite chi ld 
of na ture" . In the pas t Kerala was the re igning queen in 
the pepper, spices and ivory t rades . Even today, the s t a t e 
i s able to maintain her lead in these items despite 
completion from new comers in to the f i e l d . Kerala i s also 
known as the home of coconuts. Coconuts grow in plenty 
here . 
2 
Kerala i s the most th ickly populated s t a t e in India . 
The 1991 census placed the s t a t e s ' population at 25.608,340. 
The density of population i s the highest in India - 548 per 
square km. Ihe pr ide of place for l i t e r a c y in India, both 
for general and male and female population separately goes 
to Kerala. 
I t i s general ly held t h a t four major groups are 
contending for a dominant place in the social / economic and 
p o l i t i c a l l i f e of the s t a t e . Nairs,'Ezfaavas, Chr is t ians and 
Muslims. She Nairs were o r i g ina l l y capta ins of war. The 
Ezhavas are bas ica l ly a cu l t i va t i ng c l a s s . Their t r a d i t i o n a l 
occupation being the coconut industry. The Chr is t ians of 
Kerala are a very en te rp r i s ing community. They have made 
considerable cont r ibu t ions in the f i e l d s of education and 
indust ry . Ihe Muslims of Kerala are known as Mbplas. M 
indus t r ious community, the i r main occupation i s t rade . 
Most p a r t s of Kerala-get heavy r a i n s . Agriculture 
forms the mainstay of the populat ion. But the proportion 
of people 54 percent - depending on farming in Kerala i s 
much l e s s than the a l l India average of nearly 75 percent . 
Ihe climate of Kerala and the f e r t i l i t y of the s o i l are 
ideal for r i c e c u l t i v a t i o n . The coconut t r e e i s the r ea l 
Kalpavriksha (the t r ee t h a t gives everything asked for) 
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to thousands of people in Ke ra l a . This t r e e dominates t h e 
e n t i r e scenery in Kera l a . I n d i a i s t h e second l a r g e s t coconut 
producing count ry in -the world, and wi th in t h e country the 
country/ Ke ra l a h a s the l a r g e s t a rea under coconut . Pepper 
i s the n e x t impor tan t cash c r o p . I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t about 
98 p e r c e n t of I n d i a ' s pepper p roduc t ion be longs to K e r a l a . 
At p r e s e n t t h e r e are about 1,80,000 h e c t a r e s of rubber 
p l a n t a t i o n s in Kera l a and the annual p roduc t ion i s more 
than 1,00,000 tonnes . This accounts for about 90 p e r c e n t 
of I n d i a ' s t o t a l rubber o u t p u t . Many of K e r a l a ' s cash c r o p s 
are expo r t ed t o fo re ign c o u n t r i e s and they earn v a l u a b l e 
f o r e i g n exchange. 
Kera la i s endowed with many p i l g r i m c e n t r e s , some of 
which are of n a t i o n a l impor tance . Cochin, known as the 
"Queen of the Arabian Sea", i s one of the f i n e s t n a t u r a l 
ha rbour s in the world. KanyaXumari, t he l a n d s end of 
Ind ia , i s only 87 km. from Trivandrum and i s l i n k e d wi th 
i t by a good road . The Arabian Sea, they Bay of Bengal 
and the Indian Ocean meet h e r e . 
ELECTIONS AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 
Kera l a h a s long been c h a r a c t e r i z e d by Chronic p o l i t i c a l 
i n s t a b i l i t y . With a r e c o r d of t h i r t e e n m i n i s t r i e s and seven 
p e r i o d s of p r e s i d e n t i a l r u l e i t h a s f r e q u e n t l y been desc r ibed 
as I n d i a ' s most t r o u b l e d s t a t e . 
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Kerala presents a paradox to observers both within 
India and abroad. I t was here for the f i r s t time t h a t a 
communist government was voted to power through the b a l l o t 
box. With a highly i n t e l l i g e n t and p o l i t i c a l l y conscious 
e l e c t o r a t e , Kerala has es tab l i shed t h a t mul t i -par ty coa l i t ion 
governments can be durable a f f a i r s . A unique feature of the 
Kerala Leg i s l a t i ve . Assembly i s t h a t every p o l i t i c a l par ty 
has shared power in the s t a t e a t one time or another. 
In s t a t e s reorganisa t ion, the Malayalam d i s t r i c t s of 
Malabar and South Kanara in Madras were added to the s t a t e 
of Iravancore - Cochin to form the new s t a t e of Kerala. 
Because of the heavy concentration of Muslims in northern 
Malabar and Ezhava strength in the southern por t ions of 
the d i s t r i c t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y in Palghat, the acquis i t ion 
of Malabar deeply affected the communal balance in Kerala, 
and, therefore, the pa t te rn of p o l i t i c a l power. 
Election Resul ts of 1957 
In preparat ion for the 19 57 e l ec t ions , the communists 
in Kerala sought to forge a coa l i t i on of l e f t p a r t i e s against 
tJie Congress. The Revolutionary Soc ia l i s t Party and the 
Kerala Soc i a l i s t Party, with whom the communists in Malabar 
had uni ted in 19 52 and in 19 54, decided to go i t alone. 
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However, the major par ty of the non-communist l e f t , the 
Praja S o c i a l i s t s , now prefer red the company of the Muslim 
League. The communists stood alone, except for a l l i e d 
independents. 
In the campaign, the An Kerala Catholic Christ ian 
Convention ca l l ed on a l l Cathol ics to oppose communist 
candidates and to support the congress. Kottayam D i s t r i c t 
went heavily for the congress, as did the predominantly. 
Chr is t ian cons t i tuenc ies of Ernakulam, but t h i s brought 
v ic to ry to only 43 congress candidates in the Assembly of 
126 s ea t s . The important pos i t ion of the Chris t ian community 
within the par ty , however, was r e f l ec ted in the f ac t tha t 
23 of the 4 3 congress v i c t o r s were Chr is t ian . The Nair -
supported PSP fared even worse, securing only 9 s e a t s . 
The strength of the Communist Party r e s t ed with the 
Ezhavas and the scheduled cas te s , and to a l e s se r extent , 
with the Muslim labourers of Kozhikode and Palghat d i s t r i c t s . 
Securing 60 sea ts , and some 35 percent of votes , the 
communist party, together with f ive communist supported 
independents, held a c lear majority and was ca l l ed upon 
to form a government. Party Chief E.M.S. Namboodiripad 
became the Chief Minister of the f i r s t communist government 
ever to come to power through free e l e c t i o n s . The communists 
had coifi to power in Kerala on a t ide of widespread .opposition 
f^  
E.M.S. NAMBOODIRIPAD 
r, 
to congress c o r r u p t i o n and governmental i n s t a b i l i t y . The 
new Chief Minis te r s a i d a f t e r swearing a l l e g i a n c e to the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n : "We have to work wi th in t±ie frame of a 
system which i n c l u d e s s e v e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s and l i m i t a t i o n s 
which are n o t to our l i k i n g . . . b u t we would work wi thin 
the framework of the c o n s t i t u t i o n and would t r y t o u t i l i z e 
the p r o v i s i o n s of the c o n s t i t u t i o n to amend tiie c o n s t i t u t i o n 
i t s e l f " . 
E l e c t i o n R e s u l t s of Kera la Assembly, 19 57 
Pa r ty Sea t s S e a t s Percentage 
c o n t e s t e d won 
Congress 124 4 3 37.9 
CPI 100 60 35.3 
PSP 6 2 9 10.8 
RSP 27 - 3 .2 
Muslim League 17 .8 ) 12.8 
) 
Independents 59 6 ) 
Tota l 389 126 100.0 
Kera l a Under P r e s i d e n t ' s Rule 
The communist came i n t o power in Kera la through 
democrat ic p r o c e s s e s b u t t he o p p o s i t i o n p a r t i e s in Kera la , 
e s p e c i a l l y t h e congress , showed l i t t l e sign of be ing 
r e c o n c i l e d t o communists be ing a t the helm of a f f a i r s in 
7 
the s t a t e . Within days of Namboodir ipad' s assumption of 
off ice , the cry of " insecuri ty under communist r u l e " was 
r a i s ed . The new pol ice policy neu t ra l i z ing the pol ice in 
labour-management and in peasant landlord disputes , created 
considerable anxiety among the proper t ied c l a s s e s . The 
Agrarian Reforms B i l l , attempting to secure the tenant 
from evic t ion , aroused the anger of landholdlng elements 
of the Chris t ian and Nair Communities. But i t was the 
Education B i l l t ha t roused mass action aga ins t tiie govt. 
In no sense could any of these government ac t ions be termed 
revolut ionary, bu t they were suf f ic ien t for M.padmanabhan, 
the 83 year old leader of the Nair Service Society, to 
proclaim a l i f e and death Aruggle 6f d i r e c t action against 
the Communist regime. In the Vinochana Samara Samiti he 
welded a communal a l l i ance of Nalrs, Chr i s t ians and Muslims 
for a " l ibera t ion struggle-* to free Kerala from communist 
r u l e . In the s i x week ag i ta t ion by the Samiti and the 
a l l i e d Anti Communist Front of Father vadak"kan, more than 
80,000 a r r e s t s were made, some 10,000 persons were j a i l e d , 
and 15 people were shot dead in pol ice f i r i n g s . In July 
19 59, the President of India, on the advice of the Cabinet 
intervened in Kerala and imposed P r e s i d e n t ' s ru le after 28 
months of Communist con t ro l . The Statesman commented: 
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Ever since the Communist Ministry took off ice , the 
opposition p a r t i e s have done a l l in t h e i r power to 
bring i t down.. . . ihey, espec ia l ly the Congress, 
have cared l i t t l e about the means. Ihey seem to 
have forgotten tha t the communists were returned 
to power through the b a l l o t box and should be 
removed by t h a t mean a l o n e . . . . In some places 
a t l e a s t , the congressmen supplied the provocation 
tha t led to the unfortunate inc iden t s . 
According to Morarji Desai "the Kerala Assembly was 
dissolved at the ins i s tance of the then congress President 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, though the then Prime Minister, Mr. Nehru, 
was agains t the d i s so lu t ion . Any way, the f i r s t experiment 
of the Community Party coming in to power through democratic 
processes and functioning within the framework of the 
Parliamentary Const i tut ion came abruptly to an end. 
Kerala Assembly Elect ions , 1960 
The front t h a t had ousted the CPI from power now 
provided the base for an e l ec to ra l a l l i ance and e s t a b l i s h -
ment of a coa l i t i on ministry of the congress, the PSP, and 
the Muslim League. In the e l e c t i o n s of the 1960, following 
five months of P re s iden t ' s r u l e , the a l l i ance secured 94 
of the 126 sea t s . She CPI had ra i sed i t s s igh t s to con tes t 
R. SNAKAR 
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108 of the 126 sea t s . In p a r t r e f l e c t i n g t h i s increase, 
the Communist secured 38.9 percent of the vote, an increase 
of some 4 percent over 19 57. 
The anti-communist a l l i ance soonfounded on communal 
r i v a l r i e s . Within the congress the fac t iona l manoeuvres of 
R. Shankar succeeded in pushing the Muslim League out of 
the a l l i ance and Chief Minister P.T. P i l l a i (PSP), a Nair, 
out of Kerala in to the governorship of the Punjab. Shankar 
an Ezhava, took over as Chief Minister of an a l l Congress 
Ministry. With the departure of P i l l a i from the P o l i t i c a l 
arena in Kerala, the Nair community f e l t i t s i n t e r e s t s 
threatened by Ezhava ascendancy, and the Chr i s t i ans were 
none too happy about prospects of the Ezhavas supplementing 
Chris t ian influence in the congress. Chr i s t i ans an t igon i s t i c 
to the ministry found a ready a l ly in the leader of the 
Nair Service Society, Mannath Padmanabhan, and with the 
defections of 15 Congress Assembly members to the opposit ion 
the Sankar government f e l l in September 1964. P r e s iden t ' s 
r u l e was again imposed. 
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E l e c t i o n R e s u l t s of K e r a l a Assembly, 1960 
P a r t y 
A l l i a n c e 
C o n g r e s s 
P . S . P 
Muslim League 
A l l i a n c e Sub sub t o t a l 
Cr.P I 
J an a Sangh 
R S P 
K S P 
S o c i a l i s t P a r t y 
I n d e p e n d e n t s 
S e a t s 
c o n t e s t e d 
* 
80 
33 
12 
125 
108 
3 
18 
12 
4 
42 
S e a t s 
won 
63 
20 
11 
94 
29 
-
1 
-
-
2 
Percentage 
34.4 
1 4 . 1 
5.0 
53 .5 
3 9 . 1 
0 . 1 
-
7 . 3 
Total 312 126 100.0 
The Communist Par ty S p l i t , 1964 
After the Chinese invas ion of I n d i a in 196 2 and the 
deepening S ino-Sov ie t r i f t , f a c t i o n a l c o n f l i c t wi th in the 
CPI i n t e n s i f i e d . Convinced t h a t the par tywas moving toward 
a l l i a n c e with the Congress and t h a t a a p l i t was i n e v i t a b l e 
t h e l eade r of t he L e f t Fac t ion in Kera la , A.K. G-opalan, 
with the backing of Naraboodiripad began to o r g a n i z e suppor t 
for t h e impending c o n f r o n t a t i o n s with the Right P a c t i o n . 
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By 1964, when the nat ional s p l i t came about, the division 
between the CPI and CPM in Kerala was already complete. Ihe 
CPI (Right Paction) r e t a ined the intermediate, middle c l a s s 
party leaders and a few upper-echelon leaders (M.N. Govindan 
Nair, Achutha ^enon, T.V. Thomas, and K. Damodaran) but 
the CPI (M) (Left Fact ion) , with E.M.S. Naraboodiripad, 
A.K. Gopalan and a number of the ear ly founding members 
of the CPI, had the p a r t y ' s local mass base. The CPI in 
Kerala remained convinced for some time tha t the s p l i t 
had l e f t i t s support in Kerala bas ica l ly unaffected. The 
196 5 mid-term e lec t ions proved otherwise. 
E l ec t ion Resul ts of 196 5 Assembly Elect ions 
In June 1964, soon after the Communist s p l i t , the 
e lec t ions to the Irivandrum c i t y Corporation served as a 
dress rehearsa l for the Assembly e lec t ions held next year . 
The Left CPI overwhelmed the Right CPI in the Corporation 
e l e c t i o n s . The l a t t e r was now prepared to enter into 
negot ia t ions for a uni ted f ront based on "firm p o l i c i e s 
and p r i n c i p l e s " . However, controversy over the a l locat ion 
of sea t s led to the f a i l u r e of negot ia t ions . Unable to 
reach a compromise, the communist faced each other in 
opposit ion. The Left in an understanding with the Samyukta 
Soc ia l i s t Party and the KTP, a t ta ined an arrangement with 
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Muslim League involving the se t t ing up of mutually acceptable 
Independents where three cornered con te s t s were l ike ly to 
lead to the v ic tory of the congress candidate . In -the 
campaign the Right Communists, in a l l i ance with the RSP, 
opposed the Left Communists with as much vigour as the 
Congress if not more. The Rught 's s t ra tegy f a i l ed d i s a s t -
rous ly . Of the 78 sea t s contested, the Right won 3 and l o s t 
depos i t s in 67. The Left obtained 40 sea ts , with another 
13 for the SSP and 5 for a l l i e d Independents. The Left 
Communists were thus 11 sea t s short of an absolute majori ty. 
In examining i t s defeat in 196 5, the CPI admitted tha t i t 
had f a i l e d t o "display enough f l e x i b i l i t y in Kera la ' s 
concrete s i tua t ion , for example, on tiiequestion of 
adjustment and a l l i ance with the Muslim League. We over 
est imated our strength and underestimated the capac i t i e s 
of the r i v a l party (the Le f t ) " . 
Elect ion Results of Kerala Assembly, 196 5 
***** c h e s t e d 5 T * Percentage 
C o n g r e s s 
C P M 
C P I 
S S P 
Muslim League 
R S P 
K J P 
133 
73 
78 
29 
16 
12 
4 
36 
40 
3 
13 
6 
-
1 
3 3 . 8 
20 .0 
8 . 2 
8 . 2 
3 .9 
7 . 8 
0 . 7 
13 
K e r a l a Congress 54 23 12.7 
Jan a Sangh 16 - 0 . 5 
P S P 4 - 0 . 2 
Swatantra Par ty 13 - 0.4 
Republican Pa r ty 2 - 0 . 1 
Independents 124 11 3.7 
lb t a l 558 133 100.0 
P r e s i d e n t ' s r u l e in K e r a l a was fol lowed by e l e c t i o n to 
the L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly. The p o l l i n g which was he ld on 
4 March 196 5, however/ d id l i t t l e to c lear : t h e p o l i t i c a l 
confusion in Kerala.No s i n g l e p a r t y a s in t h e p a s t managed 
to secure an abso lu te m a j o r i t y and was not by i t s e l f in a 
p o s i t i o n to form a government. The governor got in touch 
with v a r i o u s p a r t y l e a d e r s wi th a view t o a s c e r t a i n the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of formation of a s t a b l e government in the 
s t a t e . The Governor recommended P r e s i d e n t ' s r u l e and newly 
e l e c t e d Assembly was d i s s o l v e d . The d e n i a l of an o p p o r t n i t y 
t o t h e l eader of the s i n g l e l a r g e s t p a r t y to t ry to form a 
government became an i s s u e of i n t e n s e p o l i t i c a l con t roversy 
in t h e c o u n t r y . 
Assembly E l e c t i o n R e s u l t s , 1967 
With the approach of the 1967 e l e c t i o n s , t he CPI(M) 
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sought again to forge a United Front. By September 1966 a 
common policy declarat ion had been reached by the seven 
components of the front - the CPM, CPI, SSP, RSP, KTP, 
KSP and the Muslim League. The policy dec lara t ion applied 
only to s t a t e matters , leaving each party f ree to bring 
out i t s d i s t i n c t i v e pos i t ion on nat ional and in terna t ional 
quest ions. Each party was free to carry out i t s own e lec t ion 
propaganda on the b a s i s of i t s own e lec t ion manifesto. In 
the a l loca t ion of seats , among the coa l i t i on par tners , 
Namboodiripad argued for a formula based on 196 5 e lec t ion 
performance. The v ic tory of the United Front a l l iance 
seemed assured from i t s very incept ion. The congress stood 
alone, t h i s time with the support of the Catholic bihops 
and Mannath Padmanabhan of the Nair Service Society. But 
Sankar had fa l len in favour and with him had gone Ezhava 
influence within the congress. Tne e lec t ion campaign was 
conducted in a period of economic d i f f i c u l t y . With r i s i n g 
pr ice and a shortage of food, a t t r i bu ted to the f a i lu re 
of c ongress a t the cent re , the United Front slogan for 
"basic changes" met wide support. Beyond t h i s , i t was 
apparently able to provide a s table government as a v iable 
a l t e rna t ive to the succession of immobilized Congress 
min i s t r i e s and P r e s i d e n t ' s r u l e . 
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The seven par ty United Front, with 51.6 percent of 
the vote, gained 113 of the 133 Assembly sea ts , p lus support 
from four Independents and 17 of the 18 Lokr Saibha sea t s . 
Congress was reduced to 9 sea t s in Assembly despite i t s 
hold over 35.4 percent of the e l e c t o r a t e . F o r the second 
time E.M. S. Namboodiripad took over as Chief Minister of 
Kerala. 
During the 31 months of i t s tenure, the coa l i t ion 
was torn by continuous c o n f l i c t . Hanging on after the 
res ignat ion of seven of the 12 min i s t e r s and the withdrawal 
of four p a r t i e s from the coa l i t i on government, Namboodiripad 
f i n a l l y resigned in October 1969 in the face of a majority 
motion in the Assembly on the issue of corrupt ion. The 
CPI member of parliament, Achutha Menon,placed responsi -
b i l i t y for the government's col lapse on the big party 
bossism of the CPI(M). lb the surpr ise of a l l , in a bid 
to aver t P r e s iden t ' s r u l e , Menon succeeded in welding 
su f f i c i en t so l ida r i ty among the heterogeneous p a r t i e s to 
form a government which was uni ted i n i t i a l l y more in the i r 
opposition to the Marxists than in the pledge to f u l f i l 
promises of the 1967 e l e c t i o n . The new s t a t e government 
coa l i t i on led by the CPI, included the Muslim League, the 
ISP and the Kerala Congress, with the RSP and l a t e r , af ter 
the 1969 s p l i t , with the "progressive" wing of the Congress 
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in suppor t o u t s i d e the m i n i s t r y . When the "Minif ront" 
government was formed the Marx i s t s denounced the m i n i s t r y 
as a b e t r a y e r and vowed t o beg in a g i t a t i o n to overthrow 
i t . The m i l i t a n t p o s t u r e assumed by t h e Marx i s t s immediately 
a f t e r the mini f r o n t came to power se rved to cement what 
would have been an a lmost immediately u n s t a b l e c o a l i t i o n . 
E l e c t i o n R e s u l t s by Pa r ty , K e r a l a Assembly, 1967 
P a r t y 
U n i t e d F r o n t 
CPM 
CPI 
SSP 
Muslim League 
RSP 
KTP 
KSP 
UF sub t o t a l 
C o n g r e s s 
K e r a l a C o n g r e s s 
J an a Sangh 
S w a t a n t r a P a r t y 
PSP 
R e p u b l i c a n P a r t y 
I n d e p e n d e n t s 
S e a t s 
c o n t e s t e d 
59 
22 
21 
15 
6 
3 
1 
127 
13 3 
6 1 
24 
6 
7 
3 
62 
S e a t s 
won 
52 
19 
19 
14 
6 
2 
1 
113 
9 
5 
-
-
-
-
6 
P e r c e n t a g e 
2 3 . 5 
8 . 6 
8 .4 
6 . 8 
2 .7 
1.1 
0 . 5 
51 .6 
35 .4 
7 .6 
0 . 9 
0 . 2 
0 . 2 
0 . 1 
4 . 1 
Ttotal 4 23 133 100.0 
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Coali t ion P o l i t i c s and P r e s i d e n t ' s Rule 
In 1970 K e r a l a ' s United Front Ministry was a coa l i t ion 
consis t ing of the CPI, the Indian Muslim League, the Indian 
Soc ia l i s t Party (ISP) and the Kerala Congress and supported 
by the Revolutionary Soc i a l i s t Party. The Chief Minister 
C. Achutha Menon, belonged to the Cpi. in April 1970 the 
ISP, faced a s p l i t on 2 April following t h i s p a r t y ' s request , 
the Chief Minister asked N.K. Seshan, the Finance Minister 
who had broken away from ISP and joined the d i ss ident group, 
to res ign . On 26 April t h i s group cons is t ing of three 
l e g i s l a t o r s r e t a l i a t e d and merged with the Praja Soc ia l i s t 
Party (PSP) which, encouraged by i t s increased membership, 
at once demanded membership of the coordination committee 
of the United Front . Meanwhile a b a t t l e between the ISP 
and the PSP ensued. The former threatened to wreck the 
coa l i t ion if the PSP were included in the coordination 
> committee but if i t were not included, the PSP swore to 
jo in the opposit ion and thus deprive the Ministry of i t s 
majority. Achutha Menon's dilemma was apparent. 
I t was barely f ive weeks since the government had 
demonstrated i t s majority in the l e g i s l a t u r e . On 23 March, 
the Achutha Menon Ministry had received a vote of confidence 
from the Assembly by a majority of 66 votes to 58. The 
government would have l o s t i t s majority if the ISP had 
w& w a&i >:.>-'< 
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withdrawn i t s support. Anxious to aver t t h i s danger, Achutha 
Menon on h i s own advised the Governor, V. Viswanathan, t o -
dissolve the Assembly which the l a t t e r did on 26 June 1970. 
I t was only after the Governor had dissolved the Assembly 
t h a t he informed h i s cabinet t h a t he had "himself asked for 
d issolu t ion of the l e g i s l a t u r e . As he l a t e r explained to 
the press , Achutha Menon advised d i sso lu t ion" to get a 
c lear mandate from the people so tha t the p o l i t i c a l 
uncertainty could be ended and there could be a stronger 
government". On 1 August, after the date of e lec t ion (which 
was 17 September 1970) was announced, he tendered the 
res ignat ion of h i s Ministry, declaring tha t he had done 
so in view of the c r i t i c i s m t h a t the continuance of h i s 
Ministry would have hindered f ree and f a i r e l ec t ions in 
the s t a t e . Accordingly on 4 August P r e s i d e n t ' s ru l e was 
imposed in Kerala for a period of two months. 
Election Resul t s - Kerala Assembly, 1970 
In 1970 the c a l l for e l ec t i ons in Kerala had come 
as a su rp r i s e . The cont rad ic t ions in the 'mini f ront 
government were becoming increasingly evident with the 
demands for an expanded minis t ry . Buoyed by confidence of 
h i s own success, Chief Minister Achutha Menon dissolved 
the Assembly in June and ca l l ed for fresh e lec t ions in the 
in 
ear ly f a l l . The move was deigned to strengthen the pos i t ion 
of the CPI as well as to secure a decisive majority for the 
government. 
I t was three f ron t e l ec t ion . The Kerala congress and 
the ISP withdrew, and an opposit ion "Democratic F-Qnt" was 
formed with an a l l i ance between the Kerala Congress and 
the organization Congress in the e l ec to r a l adjustment with 
the Jana Sangh, Swatantra and the Kerala Krashaka Party/ 
a spl in ter of the KTP. The Marxist bloc - "The People 's 
Democratic Front" remained in t ac t , as the SSP, KTP and 
KSP were joined by the ISP. The incumbent United Front, 
composed of the CPI, the Muslim League and the RSP, added 
the Praja S o c i a l i s t Party and most s ign i f i can t ly , entered 
into an 'understanding' with Indira Gandhi's Congress(R) . 
Three f ront e lec t ion , a t t r a c t i n g v i s i t s by nat ional 
party leaders , brought a turnout of nearly 75 percent 
vo te r s . The CPI 's United Front and the Congress(R) campaigned 
from v i r t u a l l y iden t i ca l manifestos. The main theme of the 
United Front was the promise of s t a b i l i t y . ^ ^ e lec t ion 
r e s u l t s gave the United Front Congress(R) a l l iance a narrow 
majority of 68 sea t s in the 133 seat assembly. The CPI 
i t s e l f , while proclaiming v ic tory was reduced in i t s 
strength from 19 to 16 s e a t s . After a v i r t u a l eclip^a in 
the Assembly, the congress was again a force of considerable 
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power, with 32 sea t s ins tead of i t s previous f ive . The 
Marxists were reduced from 49 to 28 sea t s . Although i n i t i a l l y 
choosing t o remain outs ide the government, the Congress (R) 
provided Achutha Menon with the secure majority he sought. 
The v i c t o r i e s of the Congress(R) brought in to Kerala p o l i t i c ; 
a powerful influence of youth and a renwed sense of s t ab i l i t y 
and d i r ec t ion , P r e s i d e n t ' s r u l e was l i f t e d on 3 October 1970 
and a popular Ministry took over the r e i n s of government. 
Election Resul ts by Party, Kerala Assembly, 1970 
Party 
Peoples Democratic Front 
CPM 
SSP 
ISP 
KSP 
KTP 
Total 
United Front 
Congress (R) 
CPI 
Muslim League 
RSP 
PSP • 
Total 
Seats 
contested 
72 
14 
11 
3 
4 
104 
56 
31 
20 
14 
7 
128 
Seats 
won 
28 
6 
3 
2 
2 
4 1 
32 
16 
11 
6 
3 
68 
Per cen t ac 
23.5 
4 . 1 
3 . 3 
0 . 7 
1.2 
32.6 
18.2 
c9.3 
7 . 7 
4 . 4 
2.4 
4 2.2 
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Democratic Front 
Congress (0) 39 - 3 .5 
Jana Sangh 8 - 0 .6 
Swatantra 2 - 0 . 1 
Kera la Congress 31 12 5.9 
Tbtal 80 12 10 .1 
Independents and 
Minor P a r t i e s 193 12 15 .1 
Grand Total 50 5 133 100.0 
The Two Achutha Menon M i n i s t r i e s 
The f i r s t Achutha Menon Min is t ry l a s t e d about n i n e 
months and the second one was e n t i t l e d to remain in o f f i c e 
upto October 197 5. On 20 J u l y 197 5, the Union Government, 
under A r t i c l e 17 2 of the C o n s t i t u t i o n , dec ided to extend 
the l i f e of the Assembly by s i x months. L a t e r on, i t s term 
was again extended by s i x months, ^ u s the c o a l i t i o n 
m i n i s t r y headed by Achutha Menon con t inued in power for 
the n e x t seven y e a r s . Although the Menon Min i s t ry h a s faced 
seve ra l i n t e r n a l t e n s i o n s , y e t the c o a l i t i o n worked w e l l . 
The I n d i r a Congress a l s o j o i n e d the m i n i s t r y with K.Karunakararr 
becoming Home M i n i s t e r . 
During the Emergency, the CPI Chief Minis te r was 
reduced to a puppet and the c e n t r e o f power s h i f t e d to the 
r u t h l e s s Congress( l ) Home Min i s t e r Karunaxaran. 
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P o l i t i c a l Developments. 1977-1980 
The March 1977 General Elections t h a t swept Indira 
Gandhi away from the Centre, did not have much impact on 
the s t a t e assembly. Achutha Menon did not stand as a 
candidate, so Karunakaran of the Congress was selected to 
head the Ministry. However, h i s Chief Ministership did not 
l a s t long. Indicted in the famous Raj an case, he had to 
r e s ign . The then p res iden t of the KPCC, A.K. Antony, was 
selected by the cons t i t uen t s of the ru l ing f ron t to be the 
Chief Minister . Antony was not an MLA then, bu t was l a t e r 
e lec ted in a by-e lec t ion 
Though the Janata wave did not a f fec t Kerala during 
the 1977 general e l ec t ions , the change of government a t 
the centre and the r eve la t ions of the emergency crimes 
l a t e r awakened the masses. The s p l i t of the congress 
manoeuvred by Mrs. Gandhi on the New Year Day of 1978, 
proved detrimental to the pa r ty . Her group headed by 
Karunakaran was completely i so la ted . 
The Congress(U) in Kerala was a t t h a t time very 
much a n t i - I n d i r a . I t s leader , A.K. Antony, res igned from 
Chief Ministership in p r o t e s t against the ambiguous and 
unprincipled s tand of the cen t ra l congress leadership in 
the Chikmagalur by-e lec t ion in which Mrs. Gandhi contes ted. 
A.K. ANTONY 
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P.K. vasudevan Nair of the CPI took h i s p l ace . The s t a te 
•then had communists as the leaders of -the ru l ing front as 
well as the opposition front , the l a t t e r being E.M.S. 
N amboo dir ip ad. 
The breakup of the Janata par ty and f a l l of the 
government a t the centre led to a scramble for new a l ign-
ments among p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . She two communist p a r t i e s 
that were a t logger heads for the pas t decades came c lo se r . 
The CPI confessed tha t i t was wrong on i t s p a r t to support . 
Ihe emergency regime of Mrs. Gandhi. ^he s p l i t in tiie 
Janata helped the CPI to end i t s a l l i ance with t ha t par ty 
which i t said had "communal elements". So the two communist 
p a r t i e s t heo re t i c a l l y jo ined hands to f ight author i tar ianism 
and communal ism and were ready to have an a l l i ance . With 
any party to oppose the Congress(l) and the Janata Party. 
However, p r a c t i c a l unity between the CPI and CPM 
was not as easy as theo re t i ca l understanding. A decade in 
the r o l e s of the ru l ing and the opposition p a r t i e s had made 
the cadres of the two communist p a r t i e s in Kerala h i t t e r 
enemies. The Cpi in the ro l e of therul ing par ty , had made 
compromises with R igh t i s t and communal p a r t i e s l ike the 
Muslim League and the Kerala Congress. On the other hand, 
the CPM had became more popular among th j working c l a s s 
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and Kisans. However, under pressure of circumstances as 
well as from Moscow, the two communist p a r t i e s were reedy 
to forgive and forge t . But in Kerala the g r e a t e s t obstacle 
to Left unity was the Land Gift Eeeds Ordinance was a 
package deal to p r o p i t i a t e -tfie landlords of the Chris t ian 
and Muslim communities who were adversely affected by th -
Land Ceiling B i l l . Ihough t h i s b i l l had come into e f fec t 
in 1970. ^he Ordinance gave v a l i d i t y to the land t r ans fe r s 
made as g i f t to r e l a t i v e s of those governed by the personal 
law upto November 1974. 
The CPM was b i t t e r l y against the Ordinance because 
i t deprived many peasants of the land they were t i l l i n g . 
On the other hand, the ru l ing front, including the CPI, 
was committed to pass the B i l l to replace the ordinance. 
Namboodiripad had demanded tha t the present ru l ing 
a l l iance based on the plank of opposing CPM should be 
disbanded before the two communist p a r t i e s alongwith 
l ike minded p a r t i e s could came together to form a new 
coa l i t i on . He wanted the d issolut ion of the Ministry 
and the Assembly as pre-condi t ion . He had also warned 
tha t themeeting of the Assembly in October and the beginning 
forward of the Land Gift Deeds B i n would r e s u l t in a 
clash between the two communist p a r t i e s on the floor of 
the House, thus making uni ty d i f f i c u l t . 
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The ru l ing f ront was wil l ing to accomodate the 
CPM but was prepared nei ther to dissolve the Ministry 
nor to drop the Land Gift Deeds B i l l . However, the r e s u l t s 
of the e lec t ion to Panchayats and Munic ipa l i t ies c l inched 
the i s sue . The CPM and i t s a l l i e s won a l ands l ide v ic to ry 
against a C P I Congress (I) a l l i a n c e . 
The cent ra l leadership of the CPI cas t iga t ed the 
s t a t e un i t for al igding with the Congress(I) and ordered 
i t to seek a l l i ance with the CPM a t any cos t . Chief 
Minister P.K. Vasudevan Nair explained the stand of the 
CPI Central leadership to the a l l i ance p a r t n e r s and then 
submitted h i s Min i s t ry ' s res ignat ion to Governor J y o t i 
Venkatachalam. 
The res ignat ion of the Ministry by the CPI chief 
M in i s t e r enraged the o the rs coa l i t i on p a r t n e r s . They 
considered i t as breach of f a i t h on the p a r t of the CPI 
which was committed to ge t the land Gif t Deed B i l l 
passed. Hectic consu l ta t ions followed to form a ministry 
without the communists. But the major p a r t i e s were not 
ready to jo in the ministry if the i r opponents were 
included. In the end i t was agreed t h a t they would support 
a ministry by minor p a r t i e s from ou t s ide . This r e su l t ed in 
the formation of a three member coa l i t i on ministry 
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(12 October 1979) of Muslim League, NDP and PSP. Tbgether 
they command 15 ML As - 11 of the Muslim League, two each 
of the other two p a r t i e s . C.H. Mohammad Koya of the 
Muslim League became the Chief Minis ter . Ail the p a r t i e s 
except the communists, extended support to the new Chief 
Minister . The other two min is te r s were N. Balakrishnan 
Nair (NDP) and N K. Balakrishnan (PSP). 
The Koya Ministry could not Hast long because i t 
owed i t s existence to mutual ha t red between major p a r t i e s . 
After the res ignat ion of the Koya Ministry, the s t a t e 
Assembly was dissolved on 4 December 1979 and the s t a t e 
was put under P r e s i d e n t ' s r u l e . 
Kerala Lok Sabha Pol l , 1980 
The CPI(M) s t ra tegy of consol idat ing the a n t i -
Indi ra forces to present a United Front against the 
Congress(I) paid dividends in Kerala to some extent . 
The Left Democratic Front l ed by the CPI(M) won 12 of 
the 20 Lok Sabha sea t s while the r i v a l United Democratic 
Front, forged by the Congress(I) , got 8 sea t s . While the 
Left Front pol led 51.6 percent votes , the United Democratic 
Front got 48.4 percent . The Congress(I) led Front was 
composed of minor p a r t i e s l i k e the National Democratic 
Party which i s the p o l i t i c a l wing of the Nair Service 
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Society, the Muslim League and the Kerala Congress (Joseph) 
fac t ion . Against i t was arrayed the CPI(M), the CPI, 
Congress, the r i v a l Muslim League, RSP and the Mani fact ion 
of the Kerala Congress. 
Among the Left Democratic Front cons t i tuen t s , the 
CPI(M) won 6 seats out of the 7 contested, the Congress 3 of 
the 6, the CPI 2 out of 3, and the Kerala Congress (Joseph 
group) one out of 2. The Congress(I) contest ing 11 sea ts 
pol led 26.3 percent vo tes and tfie CPI(M) contested 7 sea t s 
and secured 19.13 percent v o t e s . The biggest surprise of 
the e lec t ion in Kerala was the defeat of the CPI candidate 
M.N. Govindan Nair in Trivandrum. This was the f i r s t time 
tha t Trivandrum returned a Congress leader . 
Kerala Assembly Election, 1980 
The Kerala Assembly e l e c t i o n s held on 21 January 1980, 
in the wake of the Indira wave which swept the country in 
the Lok Sgbha e lec t ions e a r l i e r that month, decisively 
proved tha t given a chance the people would vote for a 
par ty other than tha t of Mrs. Gandhi. Led by the Marxists 
CPI(M), the partner of the Left Democratic Front won 93 
sea t s - one short of a two- th i rds majority In the 140 member 
assembly. The United Democratic Front led by the Congress(l) 
got 41 sea t s and the s t a t e Jana ta Party, which had an 
e l ec to r a l understanding with the UDF, won f ive sea t s . 
One seat went to an independent. 
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The LDF was a t o t a l l y new phenomenon in t h a t i t had 
under i t s banner the CPI, Congress(U), Kerala Congress 
fac t ions and other p a r t i e s . Ihe break-up of the LDF's 93 
sea t s was as follows: 
Kerala Assembly Poll Resul ts , 1980 
P o l i t i c a l P a r t i e s Seats won 
Left Democratic Front 
CPM 35 
C o n g r e s s (U) 21 
CPI 17 
K e r a l a C o n g r e s s (Mani group) 8 
RSP 6 
A l l I n d i a Muslim League 5 
K e r a l a C o n g r e s s ( P i l l a i g roup) 1 
93 
U n i t e d Democrat-.:!c F r n n t 
C o n g r e s s ( I ) 17 
I n d i a n Union Muslim League 14 
K e r a l a C o n g r e s s 6 
N a t i o n a l D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y 3 4 1 
PSP 1 
SRP 
I n d e p e n d e n t and o t h e r s 6 6 
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The Marxists reaped a big harves t from communist 
unity/ r a i s i n g t he i r strength in the Assembly from 19 to 
3 5. The Congress (U) maintained i t s s t rength a t 21. The 
CPI and Congress(l) emerged or equals from the hust ings 
even though the Cpi had 22 sea t s in the previous Assembly 
while the Congress(I) s t rength was 18. As in most other 
s t a t e s , Kerala does not approve of independent candidates. 
Of the 288 independent candidates only two saved their 
deposi ts . 
As far as the number of votes po l led was concerned, 
the difference between the two f ron t s was decis ive . The 
LDF pol led 50.7 percent of the t o t a l v a l i d vo tes while 
the UDF (Congress (I) and pa r tne r s ) , including Hie Janata 
Party got 45.6 percent of the t o t a l va l id votes which 
showed a difference of 5.1 percent of the popular votes 
in favour of the LDF. 
In the Lok Sabha e l ec t i ons , the LDF had led in 91 
Assembly segments of the 20 Parliamentary s e a t s . I t won 
two more in the assembly e l ec t ions , but i t s achievement 
was of greater impact because Mrs. Gandhi in the glow 
of success in the Lok Sabha e l ec t ions , had gone a l l out 
to capture the Assembly. The people of the s t a t e , however, 
showed her the utmost courtesy by at tending her meetings 
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in numbers la rge enough to show off the s t a t e ' s heavy 
populat ion. In the days preceding po l l ing she toured the 
s t a t e in tens ive ly . She prayed a t temples and samadhis. 
She worshipped at the ancient temple of Sri Padmanabha in 
Trivandrum, p ros t r a t ed at the Samadhi of Sree Narayan 
Guru - the patron sa in t of the Ezhavan community. This 
was a ges ture towards the four mil l ion Ezhavas, the 
l a r g e s t backward c l a s s community. The Ezhava party, SRP, 
a UDF par tner , however, drew a blank in the e l ec t ions . 
The CPI(M) assumed power in the s t a t e in January 
1980 after over a decade. 
P o l i t i c a l Developments, 1980-1982 
Kera l a ' s Marxist led Left Democratic Front and the 
s t a t e ' s eleventh ministry in twenty-five years come 
crashing down on the debris of i t s own fragments. When 
Antony led h i s 22 members group now rechr i s tened the 
Congress(S) out of the coa l i t i on on 16 October 1981. This 
was followdd f ive days l a te r by the nine members. Mani 
grou. A.K. Antony, leader of the Congress(S), who had 
engineered the uni ty of the so-cal led " le f t and democratic 
forces" by a l ly ing h i s par ty with the CPI(M) has turned 
decisively against the Marxists . "I did not have a s ingle 
day of mental peace af ter I jo ined hands with the CPM", 
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he admits and goes on to a s se r t t h a t the CPM can never 
function as a democratic pa r ty . "By going with the CPM 
we c a n ' t implement L e f t i s t p o l i c i e s . The CPM i s l e f t only 
in name they don ' t be l i eve in democracy", he added. The 
commissars of the CPM, he po in t s out, functioned a l l over 
the s ta te as if they were in command over the local of f icers 
of the s t a t e adminis t ra t ion . The two communist p a r t i e s 
accuse him of "betraying the concept of Left and democratic 
unity to help the forces of author i tar ianism and reac t ion" . 
Be tha t as i t may, the new crack in the CPM-ied 
front i s also to some ex ten t the r e f l ec t ion of the 
subs tant ia l change in the soc ia l , economic and public 
l i f e of the s t a t e since i t assumed power in 1980. The 
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CPI(M), by and la rge , r ep re sen t s •tine i n t e r e s t s of cer ta in 
c l a s ses which are in a hurry to pre-empt the resources of 
the s t a t e as well as the publ ic for the i r own well being. 
The other p a r t i e s mostly r ep resen t s the productive c lasses 
which need protec t ion and encouragement from the s t a t e . 
The conf l i c t between these two sharpened to the point of 
confrontation within the ru l ing f ront under Marxist r u l e 
I ron ica l ly , the CPI(M) had a l iena ted those very 
sect ions of society from which i t derived considerable 
support when i t was voted to power in 1980, v i z . small 
farmers, small entrepreneurs , small t raders , students and 
salary ea rners . Besides, the p a r t y ' s armed a c t i v i s t s 
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have been gunning for workers of the Congress(I) , the 
Congress (S), the CPI and the RSS almost indscr iminately . 
In a l l such clashes, they have occasional ly been at the 
receiving end too; Even so/ the pol ice has done nothing 
to end t h i s p o l i t i c s of murder. Violence posed a ser ious 
problem for the Chief Minister, E . K . Nayanar, and h i s 
Marxist Home Minister, T.K.Ramakrishnan. But when i t 
came to a choice between improving the administrat ion 
and pro tec t ing par ty a c t i v i s t s , they invar iably opted for 
the l a t t e r . Their approach eventually forced the Congress(S) 
to pu l l out of the ru l ing Left f ront . Thus on 20 October, 
1981, the CPI(M) f i na l l y re l inquished of f ice in Kerala. 
"One of the major f a i l u r e s of the LDF was t h a t i t simply 
had no workable a l t e rna t ive programme; sa id a CPI(M) 
sympathiser, "mere an t i - I nd i r a Gandhism as a Mine could 
not survive beyond a po in t " . 
The f a l l of the Nayanar ministry was followed by 
months of suspense as the United Democratic Front (UDF) 
played i t s game of winning over small groups and individuals 
when K Karunakaran, the wily leader of the Congress ( I ) , 
managed to put h i s majority together and form a government, 
i t looked as i f p o l i t i c a l uncertainty was coming to an 
end. The Karunakaran led UDF had came to power on the 
s trength of defect ions . He swelled h i s ranks from 41 to 
70 in a couple of months. By engineering s p l i t s , Karunakaran 
33 
was able to win the support of sixteen ML As from the 
Congress (S), three from the Janata and one from the 
Revolutionary Soc ia l i s t Party (RSP). Besides t h i s , he 
was also able to win over the e n t i r e Mani group of the 
"Kerala Congress" from the Marxist l ed f ron t . The t r i a l 
of s trength between the two s ides was evenly matched. 
Both the no confidence motion against the govennment and 
the motion of thans on the Governor's address could only 
be decided when the newly e lec ted speaker. A.C. Jose, 
used h i s cas t ing vote as many as e igh t times altogether 
to break the 70-70 t i e . The speaker ' s vote may well have 
to be used to decide matters t h a t come before the House. 
Bow long t h i s can continue i s a matter of conjucture. On 
one hand, former Chief Minister E.K. Nayanar contends tha t 
such a s i tua t ion i s "unheard of in a democratic se t up". 
Congress (I) leaders , however, maintain the i r posi t ion i s 
per fec t ly l eg i t ima te . 
After Lonappan NaTibadan of the Kerala Congress Mani 
(KC-M) crossed the floor (March 1982) i t was perhaps f i t t i n g 
tha t a so l i t a ry defection brought down Karunakaran's f rang i le 
house of cards . Nambadan, the soft spfcken, self effecting 
school teacher- turned p o l i t i c i a n who brought the Kerala 
Ministry crashing down said tha t i t was undemocratic to 
prop up a ministry that was surviving on the speaker 's vote . 
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K e r a l a Assembly E l e c t i o n s , 198 2 
The b a t t l e of b a l l o t i n f a c t was be tween t h e C o n g r e s s ( I ) 
h e a d i n g t h e t w e l v e p a r t y U n i t e d D e m o c r a t i c F r o n t and t h e 
CPI(M) l e a d i n g t h e r i v a l e i g h t p a r t y L e f t D e m o c r a t i c F r o n t , 
which t h e y f o u g h t ma in ly t h r o u g h s u r r o g a t e s f o r t h e major 
p a r t of t h e 140 s e a t s . With t h e d o u b l e win s c o r e d by 
K. K a r u n a k a r a n , t h e C o n g r e s s ( I ) l e a d e r , t h e UDF g o t 77 s e a t s 
and t h e LDF 6 3 . 2 l t i s t h e r e f o r e n o t a c c u r a t e t o t e r m t h e 
r e s u l t s a s a C o n g r e s s ( I ) v i c t o r y . The r e a l v i c t o r s a r e t h e 
c a s t e , communal and r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s who be tween them c o r n e r e d 
3 5 o u t of t h e 77 UDF s e a t s . Whereas i n t h e LDF, o n l y 4 s e a t s 
a r e h e l d by t h i s s e c t i o n . The M i n i s t r y K a r u n a k a r a n formed 
w i l l r e m a i n a p r i s o n e r of t h e s e p r e s s u r e g r o u p s " . 
K e r a l a Assembly P o l l R e s u l t s , 1982 
P o l i t i c a l P a r t i e s S e a t s son 
U n i t e d Democra t i c F r o n t 
C o n g r e s s ( I ) 20 
C o n g r e s s (A) 15 
IUML 14 
KC(J) 8 
KC(M) 6 77 
NDP 4 
J a n a t a (G) 4 
Inder jendent and o t h e r s 6 
Lef t Democratic Front 
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CPM 26 
CPI 13 
Congress (S) 7 
J a n a t a (A) 4 63 
AIML 4 
Independent and o t h e r s 9 
At what c o s t t h i s v i c t o r y ? The UDF had to unabashedly 
accep t the suppor t of the BJP, which the Congress( l ) c o n s i d e r s 
i t s number one enemy at the Cen t re . The BJP extended i t s 
support openly t o the Na t iona l Democratic Par ty (NDP) and 
the s o c i a l i s t Republican Pa r ty (SRP), r e p r e s e n t i n g t o Nair 
and Ezhava communities r e s p e c t i v e who toge the r accounted 
for s i x of t h e UDF s e a t s and i n d i r e c t l y t o severa l c a n d i d a t e s , 
i t s main o b j e c t i v e be ing to h e l p i n c r e a s e the share of Hindu 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n in the Assembly. The BJP, which f i e l d e d 69 
c a n d i d a t e s , r e a l i s e d i t cou ld n o t become the l e ade r of a 
t h i r d f ron t a s i t s n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s hoped. However, i t s 
importance was e v i d e n t from i t s winning of about 5,000 
v o t e s in 18 c o n s t i t u e n c i e s and over 3,000 v o t e s in 17 o t h e r s . 
In Kera la where e l e c t i o n s a re g e n e r a l l y won on narrow margins, 
n e i t h e r the UDF nor the LDF can a f fo rd t o ignore i t s p resence 
in f u t u r e . 
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Less than 1,00,000 votes out of 9,526,895 pol led 
marked the difference between the UDF and LDF. While the 
UDF got 48.27 percent of the v a l i d vo tes pol led, LDF was 
not far behind with 47.28 percent but got only 63 sea t s . 
Considering tha t the b u l l s of the 2,22,314 vo tes pol led 
by the BJP went in favour of the UDF candidates , i t would 
not be wrong to conclude t h a t Karunakaran got h i s t h i r d 
chance to become Chief Minister by courtesy of the BJP 
Post 1982 Elect ion Developments 
After a long period of p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y K e r a l a ' s 
t h i r t e en th ministry, headed by Congress(I) leader K.Karunakarar 
was sworn in on 24 May 1982. The cabinet of 19 members i s the 
l a r g e s t ever since the formation of the s t a t e . Karunakaran 
j u s t i f i e d the s ize of the cabinet , saying t h a t i t i s the 
UDF's po l i t y to give representa t ion to a l l p a r t i e s . He was 
forced to make compromises under the compulsion of coa l i t ion 
p o l i t i c s . C.H. Mohammed Koya of the Indian Union Muslim 
League was determined to became Deputy Chief Minister and 
by hard bargaining he also managed to get t h e i ndus t r i e s 
po r t fo l io for h i s col league. E. Ahmed. The two Kerala 
Congress were equally keen on r e t a i n i n g the po r t fo l i o s 
they held in the l a s t minis t ry . Karunakaran was also besieged 
by an army of loyal l i e u t e n a r t s who were clamouring for 
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min i s t e r i a l be r t h s . But in the end Congress(I) got a bad 
deal in the a l locat ion of p o r t f o l i o s . Thus a youth Congress(l) 
worker remarked "Karunakaran was i n t e r e s t ed only in the 
Chief Ministership and in the process our minis ters were 
l e f t with only i r r i g a t i o n , Harijan welfare and t ranspor t" . 
The UDF born of a ramshaokle unity forged between 
many desperate e lement 's has always had to contend with 
fact ional ism. The Kerala Congress (Joseph) group got 8 ML As 
returned compared to t he i r own s ix . K.M. Mani f ee l s tha t 
the Joseph group had worked to defeat i t s candidates in 
some of the cons t i tuenc ies , ihe Joseph group a l leges t h a t 
the Mani group wil l leave the UDF sooner or l a t e r and jo in 
the Marxists . A j o u r n a l i s t who has seen many min i s t r i e s formin< 
and then sp l in te r ing f e l t t ha t : ^he fa t e of the coa l i t i on 
and the s t a t e ' s p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y hinges on K.M. Mani and 
P .J . Joseph. 
Karunakaran i s an able p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g i s t and 
manipulator. However, i t has to be seen how he could hold 
together groups and "one members" p a r t i e s under the UDF 
umbrella. 
Kerala Assembly Elect ions , 1991 
The b a t t l e of the b a l l o t in fac t was between the 
Congress(I) leading United Democratic ^ront and the CPi(M) 
leading Left Democratic F r o n t . The UDF got 89 seats and the 
LDF 50. One s e a t ' s e lec t ion i s deferred. 
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K e r a l a Assembly P o l l R e s u l t s , 1991 
P o l i t i c a l P a r t i e s S e a t s won 
U n i t e d D e m o c r a t i c F r o n t 
C o n g r e s s ( l ) 55 
Muslim League 19 
K e r a l a C o n g r e s s (M) 9 
K e r a l a C o n g r e s s (B) 2 89 
NDP 2 
CMP 1 
I n d e p e n d e n t 1 
L e f t Democra t i c F r o n t 
CPI (M) 29 
CPI 12 
J a n a t a Dal 3 50 
C o n g r e s s (S) 2 
RSP 2 
K e r a l a C o n g r e s s (J) 1 
I n d e p e n d e n t 1 
THE STYLE OF PARTY POLITICS IN KERALA 
K e r a l a h a s had a p o l i t i c a l t r a d i t i o n which h a s shovm 
t h a t t h e r e i s no p a r t y which can g a i n m a j o r i t y on i t s own. 
E l e c t i o n r e s u l t s have a l s o shown t h a t o f a l l t he numerous 
p a r t i e s , o n l y t h r e e p a r t i e s namely t h e CPI, t h e CPI(M) 
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and the Congress have v ind ica ted claims to i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
growth and popular following of some reckoning. Of the 
s t a t e level p a r t i e s only two, namely the Kerala Congress 
and the Muslim League, are of some consequence. 
Decades ago, Swami Vivefcanand had been so baff led 
by the number of cas t e s and such-castes among the Hindu in 
Kerala tha t he ca l led the region "a madhouse of c a s t e s " . 
Today, an outs ides would be equally baffled by the number 
of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s in the s t a t e . Truly Kerala has become 
a madhouse of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , if not p o l i t i c s . Name any 
p o l i t i c a l par ty , Kerala wi l l have two or more of i t . The 
Congress(l) and (S); CPI and CPI(M) • Muslim League Indian 
and Rebel; RSfc (Revolutionary Soc ia l i s t Party) - National 
and Kerala; Kerala Congress - Mani group, Joseph group and 
P i l l a i group and so on, K.C. John opines: 
The trouble i s t h a t almost a l l the non-communist 
p a r t i e s in Kerala have s p l i t and s p l i t again during 
the l a s t few yea r s . C.H. Mohammed Koya, former 
Chief Minister and a leader of the Muslim League, come to 
be d i s l iked by a sect ion of the pa r ty . The animosity led 
to a par t ing of ways. K.M. Mani, leader of the Kerala 
Congress, had a personal feud with the l a t e leader of the 
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par ty , K.M. George.cand s p l i t - i t , i-£.J. Joseph has 
now emerged as leader of the other fac t ion . Nor 
i s there any love l o s t between Karunakaran of the 
Congress(I) and Antony of the Congress(S) . 
The Jana ta Party, which in Kerala cons i s t s of elements 
drawn from the Congress and the old PSP, has been d i s inc l ined 
in the pas t to jo in hands with the Congress(I) . 
S.K. Anantaraman observes : -
Every party has found i t advantageous to divide and 
sub divide. The Congress has as many as five 
e d i t i o n s - the Congress I, Congress A, Congress S, 
Kerala Congress, Mand Kerala Congress J . The l a t e s t 
to wear the Congress badge i s the Janata, Congress -
the break away Jana ta . The RSP, a miniscule par ty , 
has three - The RSP, National RSP and RSP XSrikantan) 
which has j u s t s p l i t i n to two. 
Kerala has a strong, if f rac tured communist movement. 
P o l i t i c a l discourse in the s t a t e i s ideological in Nature, 
and for most of the past two decades the s t a t e has been 
p o l i t i c a l l y unstable . There i s not only the s t a b i l i t y of 
the Communist pate .in Kerala but i t s stagnancy, at 
approximately one th i rd of the t o t a l since 1957. Even 
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fo l lowing t h e i r s p l i t / the CPI and CPl(M) have not measurably 
improved t h e i r appeal t o the e l e c t o r a t e . Moreover, the 
suppor t for each p a r t y i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e g i o n a l i z e d , 
n e i t h e r p a r t y be ing able to da t e t o break ou t of i n h e r i t e d 
s t r o n g h o l d s . The C P I ' s p r i n c i p a l suppor t i s from small 
c u l t i v a t o r s and t r a d e u n i o n i s t s , t h a t of the CPI(M) from 
poor p e a s a n t s , t e n a n t fa rmers , and l a n d l e s s l a b o u r e r s . 
In f a c t , in K e r a l a ' s p o l i t i c s , p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s 
tend toge ther around the Communists or the I n d i r a Congress . 
"Ei ther you are a Marxis t or you are a n t i - M a r x i s t " , says a 
r e p o r t e r who h a s fol lowed Kera la e v e n t s for more than two 
decades . "No t h i r d fo r ce i s p o s s i b l e " . Leaving the Marxist 
c o a l i t i o n can only mean the group w i l l have t o j o i n the 
Congress(I) l e d f ron t or van i sh the n e x t t ime the re are 
e l e c t i o n s . 
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP 
There are two t y p e s of p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s in Kera la 
p o l i t i c s - communist and non-Communists. Among communist 
p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s P. Kr i shna P i l l a i , K. Damodaran, 
A.K. Gopalan, E . M . S. Namboodiripad, M.M. Govindan Nair 
and Achutha Menon have been the most prominent . Kr ishna 
P i l l a i was the und i spu ted l e ade r of t he e a r l y Communist 
Pa r ty in I n d i a . A.K. Gopalan j o i n e d the Congress movement 
\ 
42 
in 19 27, egibnning a career of m i l i t a n t peasant leadership 
t ha t eventually brought him to the heights of leadership 
in Kerala and in the Communist P a r t i e s of India . The CPI(M) 
in Kerala has, in fac t , produced leaders of the s t a tu re of 
E.M.S. or Gopalan who command nat ional a t t en t ion . 
EMS was born in 1909 of a wealthy and orthodox 
Namboodiri Brahmin family in Malabar. As a student he had 
read Laski and Fabian l i t e r a t u r e , and in J a i l in 1932-33 
he encountered works by Lenin and s t a l i n in s t ray pamphlets 
t ha t had been smuggled in to the pr ison. E.M. S# described 
h i s "education in social ism" as beginning with Jaya 
Prakash Narayan's book, Why Socialism, published in 19 34. 
I t was not through s o c i a l i s t theory, says E.M. S but in 
p rac t i ca l p o l i t i c a l work tha t he and o thers in Kerala were 
drawn toward social ism. The communists had come to power 
in Kerala in 19 57 under the stewardship of Namboodiripad. 
M.N Govindan Nair, educated at Arts College, 
Trivandrum, became involved in Harijan u p l i f t , t rade 
union a c t i v i t i e s and, in 1938, in the s t a t e Congress 
movement, within which he became secretary of the radica l 
par ty . When the CPI was organized in 1940, he joined and 
became an organiser among the cashew workers of Quilon 
d i s t r i c t . K.C. ueorge was also one of the ear ly leaders 
43 
of the communist p a r t y In K e r a l a . N.M. Govindan Nair becarre 
a l e a d e r in the Nair Se rv ice Soc ie ty and p l ayed a major 
r o l e in mob i l i z ing Nair c a s t e suppor t . 
T
.V. Thomas, a C h r i s t i a n who had become involved in 
tjie Tr ivancore s t a t e cong re s s movement as a s t u d e n t , l a t e r 
worked as a t r a d e union o r g a n i s e r among the c a i r workers 
of Aiieppey and j o i n e d t h e CPI in 1943. 
V*ien the CPI s p l i t in 1964, tfie CPI (Right f a c t i o n ) 
r e t a i n e d t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e , middle c l a s s p a r t y l e a d e r s and 
a few upper cohelon l e a d e r - M.N. Govindan Nai r , P.K. 
Vasudevan Nair , Achutha Menon, T.V. Tnomas and K. Damodaran. 
However, the CPI(M) (Lef t f a c t i o n ) , with EMS Namboodiripad, 
A.K. Gopalan, and a number of e a r l y founding members of 
the CPI, h e l d the p a r t y ' s l o c a l massbase. 
Among the non-Communist l e a d e r s the most prominent 
have been P.T. P i l l a i , A . K . Antony, Karunakaran, C . H . 
Mohammed,Koya and K.M. Mani. 
PRESSURE GROUPS 
K e r a l a i s compara t ive ly a more a r t i c u l a t e s t a t e . 
Broadly, t h e r e are two t y p e s of p r e s s u r e group in Kera l a 
p o l i t i c s - one communal and another o c c u p a t i o n a l . Among 
the known communal p r e s s u r e groups are Nair Se rv ice Socie ty , 
S r i Narayan Char am Pa r ipa l an Yogam of the Ezhava.3 and 
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several Chris t ian o rgan i sa t ions . Among the occupational 
pressure groups are t rade unions, organisat ion of t r ade r s , 
peasants , l and less labourers and functional groups l i k e 
those of teachers and non-gazetted o f f i c e r s . 
The management groups of p r iva t e ly owned educational 
i n s t i t u t i o n s play an important ro l e in Kerala p o l i t i c s . I t 
i s observed that a large number of Colleges in Kerala are 
managed p r iva t e ly and these Colleges are run by organised 
i n t e r e s t groups. Thus they are viewed as a determinant 
factor in the socio-economic l i f e o t the s t a t e . 
In recen t years , i t i s observed that the communal 
groups l ike those of Nairs, Chris t ian and Ezhavas are 
dominent economic i n t e r e s t s , land owners, t r ade r s and 
local bourgeois . The outstanding feature of pressure 
groups in Kerala p o l i t i c s i s tha t several of these l i k e 
trade unions and peasant organisa t ions have received the 
support of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , whereas other l ike the Nair 
Service Society have resources and support bases adequate 
to muster mass following. 
Kerala has witnessed a l o t of ag i t a t iona l and aromic 
a c t i v i t i e s . I n i t i a l l y there was an agi ta t ion for the 
uni f ica t ion of Kerala, which was suspended after the 
formation of the l i n g u i s t i c s t a t e of Kerala in 19 56. 
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Then there was an anti-Communist Movement in 19 59, followed 
by the ant i -d iscr iminat ion movement on the eve of the 
1967 e l e c t i o n s . The emergence of Naralism in Kerala can 
be described as an embodiment of radical ism in s t a te p o l i t i c s . 
The most s ign i f i can t t rend in Kerala p o l i t i c s i s that 
the powerful i n t e r e s t gfoups t ry to influence the execution 
more than the policy formulation, and are more active a t 
the adminis t ra t ive l e v e l . 
S.K. Anantaraman f e e l s that in Kerala p o l i t i c s the 
combinations of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s (the UDF and the LDF) 
are nothing but a conglomeration of pressure groups of 
ce r t a in vested i n t e r e s t s , which are largely communal. The 
Muslims (Leagues), Chr is t ians (Kerala Congresses), Nairs 
(National Democratic Par ty) , and Ezhavas (Soc ia l i s t 
Republican Party) are now organised under a p o l i t i c a l 
l abe l , and the f i r s t two espec ia l ly are a power to reckon 
within the Malabar and Central Travancore regions 
r e spec t ive ly . The so-cal led nat ional p a r t i e s have, to woo. 
as many of these groups as poss ib le , whatever their own 
p o l i t i c a l posture elsewhere, and the party which succeeds 
in gathering around i t the l a r g e s t number of these communal 
pressure groups c a r r i e s the day. 
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The groups tha t have jo ined the two major fronts 
may f launt a p o l i t i c a l label but many of them do not have 
an off ice or even a f lag . But once they win a couple of 
sea ts , they ge t into a commanding pos i t i on . Surprisingly 
in Ke ra l a ' s pecul ia r set-up, the smaller a pa r ty the 
grea ter i s i t s bargaining power. For instance, the PSP or 
the rebel RSP had only a so l i t a ry MLA in the dissolved 
Assembly in March 1982. But both these MLAs had to be 
taken in as min i s te r s in the short l i ved Karunakaran Ministry 
as r ep resen ta t ives of the two p a r t i e s , without which he 
could not have formed a ministry in the f i r s t instance, even 
by obl iging the Governor. 
CASTE AND CQMMUNALISM 
Caste and communal ism have been the c a t a l y s t s of 
p o l i t i c a l consciousness in Kerala. Ihe Hindus number about 
61 percent of Ke ra l a ' s population and cas te ranking p laces 
the Namboodiri Brahmins a t the apex of the Hindu r i t u a l 
h ierarchy. Numbering l e s s than 5 per cent of the population, 
H\e Namboodiri's remain primari ly a land owing community. 
But despi te the number of p o l i t i c a l l eader s from th i s 
cas te , such as the l e f t Communist E.M. S. Namboodiripad, 
the community has l i t t l e p o l i t i c a l power. E.M.S. served a 
p res iden t of the Yogakshema Sabha - the Namboodiri Brahmin 
cas te assoc ia t ion . 
4? 
A far more potent p o l i t i c a l force i s the Nair 
community - the t r ad i t i ona l warriors of Kerala. As a 
landowning and mercanti le community today, the Nairs, 
numbering 17 percent of the population, are a p ivota l 
force in s t a t e p o l i t i c s . They have t r a d i t i o n a l l y held the 
balance, making or breaking a government by sh i f t ing 
s i d e s . 
Economically subservient to the Nairs are the Ezhava. 
With about 25 percent of the population, however, the 
economically depressed Ezhavas are perhaps the single most 
powerful community in Kerala. In addit ion to the mutually 
antagonis t ic Nairs and Ezhavas, the Chris t ian community 
ranks as a major p o l i t i c a l power in Kerala. The Chr is t ians 
account for 21 percent of the population, divided among 
the Syrians, the p r o t e s t a n t s and the Roman Cathol ics . I t 
i s the Catholic community t h a t numerically dominates and 
t h a t holds the locus of p o l i t i c a l power, la rge ly through 
the organisat ion of the Church. The Indian Christ ian 
community, previously i r r e l e v a n t in p o l i t i c s , has become 
prominent in Kerala a f f a i r s with the Kerala Congress. 
The Muslims, with 18 percent of the population and 
represented by theMuslim League, are a major factor 
p o l i t i c a l l y , p a r t i c u l a r l y in the Malahar region of northern 
Kerala where the Muslims are the dominant community. 
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As the Muslims are concentrated in cer ta in areas 
of Malabar, so 6b each of the other communities dominate 
in pa r t i cu l a r regions of Kergla. The Chr i s t i ans are 
concentrated pr imari ly in Ernakulam and Kottayam d i s t r i c t s . 
The Nairs form the dominant community in the area of 
Trivandrum d i s t r i c t and the Ezhavas are p a r t i c u l a r l y 
strong in pal ghat . Each p o l i t i c a l party in Kerala must, 
therefore , ser iously consider the dominant community, or 
as the communists prefer , "the social base", in the se lec t ion 
of i t s candidates . That each par ty tends to choose i t s 
candidates from the dominant community, however, does not 
cancel out community as a factor in s t a t e p o l i t i c s . Although, 
these are elements of each community in a l l p a r t i e s (except 
for tiie Muslim League), the p a r t i e s in Kerala have come to 
be associated with p a r t i c u l a r communities, and within each 
par ty , fact ional ism expresses the divis ions of #el igion 
and c a s t e . Indeed, the p o l i t i c s of cas te form a fundamental 
r e a l i t y of p o l i t i c a l l i f e in Kerala. 
Af$er independence, the congress in Kerala became 
increasingly a par ty of Chris t ian domination, j u s t as the 
PSP was regarded as a v i r t u a l Nair preserve . The Muslim 
eague commands a l legiance from most Muslims in Kerala and 
the Communist pa r ty has drawn i t s strength primari ly from 
the Ezhavas and the untouchables. The d i s t r i c t in which 
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the communists have main ta ined t h e i r s t r o n g e s t hold, 
winning more than 400 p e r c e n t of t h e v o t e in each e l e c t i o n 
s i n c e 1957, i s Pa lgha t - the only d i s t r i c t in Kera la with 
an Ezhava m a j o r i t y . The 196 5 e l e c t i o n campaign in Ke ra l a , 
was in l a r g e p a r t fought by the c o n g r e s s and the communists 
t o secure the suppor t of t he Ezhavas . The overwhelmingly 
suppor t of the Ezhava community for the communist p a r t y has 
l e d some a n a l y s t s t o i d e n t i f y the c a s t e as the " soc ia l 
b a s e " of communism in Ke ra l a . Ihe l a n d l e s s labourer sjn 
t e n a n t s and poor p e a s a n t s from among the Ezhavas who suppor t 
ti-ie Communist p a r t y do so n o t so much because of t h e i r 
c a s t e i d e n t i t y , b u t because of t h e i r economic i n t e r e s t s . 
Ezhava suppor t t h u s r e p r e s e n t s e s s e n t i a l l y a c l a s s 
or i e n t a t i o n . 
Ihe f a i l u r e of any p a r t y t o secure a major i ty , 
however, only emphasised the f a c t t h a t while the p o l i t i c s 
of Ke ra l a may be cas te -bound no p a r t y can r u l e with the 
suppor t of one community a lone . 
•COALITION POLITICS IN KERALA 
The name of the game in Kera l a , even more than in 
o ther Indian s t a t e , i s c o a l i t i o n fo rmat ion . How the s e v e r a l 
p a r t i e s a l i g n v i s - a - v i s one another i s c r i t i c a l to the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of s e a t s won and l o s t . In 1960, non-communist 
p a r t i e s formed a u n i t e d f r o n t t o keep the communists o u t 
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of power. The anti-communist uni ted f ront cons is t ing of 
the Congress, the PSp and the Muslim League won 9 5 sea t s 
and formed the Ministry. However, in f igh t ing s t a r t ed 
immediately af ter the formation of title Ministry and one by 
one, the cons t i tuen t p a r t i e s s t a r t e d leaving the f ront . 
The Muslim League was f i r s t to leave the f ron t . However, 
other cons t i tuen t s , the Congress and PSP, continued to f igh t 
and the Ministry was being voted out through a no-confidence 
motion in September 1964. In 1967, a United Front of seven 
p a r t i e s - CPM, CPI, SSP, RSP, KTP, KSP and the Muslim 
League - was forged in Kerala. Tne seven par ty United 
Fronts, with 51.6 percent of the vote, gained 113 of the 
133 assembly sea t s and EMS tool* over a Chief Minister . When 
four p a r t i e s of the coa l i t ion withdrew support, EMS resigned 
in October 1969. 
Achutha Menon placed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for the collapse 
of the coa l i t ion on the big par ty bossism of the CPI(M), 
i t s d is rupt ive behaviour and sectar ian p o l i c i e s . In 
November 1969, a new coa l i t ion Ministry headed by C. Achutha 
Menon (CPI) was formed with the support of the Congress. The 
Coalit ion proved unstable and the assembly was dissolved 
in June 1970. The September 1970 e l ec t ions of Kerala 
Assembly was the three- f ront e l ec t i on . This time one f ront 
was dominated by CPI(M), the other by CPI and th i rd one 
by the Congress(o) . The CPI 's United Front and the 
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Congress (R) campaigned from v i r t u a l l y ident ica l manifestos. 
In October 1970, Achutha Menon formed coa l i t ion government 
with the support of the Congress from ou ts ide . Kerala 
achieved remarkable s t a b i l i t y and t h i s coa l i t i on Ministry 
enjoyed the longest tenure in the s t a t e ' s h i s t o r y . 
After the 1977 e l ec t i ons Karunakaran was i n s t a l l ed 
as the leader of the new c o a l i t i o n . However, h i s Chief 
Ministership did not l a s t long. Antony took o^rer the 
leadership of the coa l i t ion but soon after the congress 
s p l i t , he res igned P.K. Vasudevan Nair of the CPI was chosen 
to head the c o a l i t i o n . The CPI Chief Minister resigned on 
the issue of Land Gift Deed B i n . This r e su l t ed in the 
formation of a three members coa l i t i on ministry of Muslim 
League, NDP and PSP with Mohammed Koya as Chief Minister . 
In January 1980 mid-term e l ec t ions , the Cpi(M) led the 
seven par ty front got 93 sea ts and Karnala pased in to 
the hands of the Marxists. But Marxist led coa l i t i on 
government f e l l down when Antony led h i s 22 member group 
out of the c o a l i t i o n . Karunakaran's Congress (I) led UDF 
had come to power on the strength of defections and when 
Nambidan of the Kerala Congress crossed the floor (March 
1982) the coa l i t i on government f e l l down. 
In Kerala with the sp l in te r ing of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
into small groups led by individuals , m in i s t r i e s have always 
had t o be c o a l i t i o n s of unequal p a r t i e s wi th no common 
p o l i t i c a l phi losophy and no fund of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e exper ience . 
This r e s u l t e d in governments having no d i r e c t i o n and common 
p u r p o s e . 
While democracy may be sa id t o be well en t renched in 
Kera la , i t s t ands endangered. In t w e n t y - s i x y e a r s . This i s 
t he e igh th genera l e l e c t i o n in May 1982 and t h e m i n i s t r y of 
K. Karunakaran i s the t h i r t e e n . Since 1977 the s t a t e has 
wi tnessed t h r e e genera l e l e c t i o n s and s i x m i n i s t r i e s . With 
t h i s k ind of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i n s t a b i l i t y what s o r t of 
development can t h e r e be? 
KERALA'S RELATIONS WITH THE CENTRE 
In Kera la the communist governments embarked upon 
systemic c e n t r e - b a i t i n g and t r e a t e d c e n t r e - s t a t e r e l a t i o n s 
as a s p e c i a l case of c l a s s war. When the c e n t r a l government 
i n t e r v e n e d in Kera la as e a r l y a s in 1959, S . A . Dange 
accused i t of ha t ch ing a consp i racy a g a i n s t the communist 
government in Kera la which always was l i k e the p r o v e r b i a l 
male in the C e n t r e ' s eye . During the c e n t r a l government 
employees s t r i k e of september 1968, t h e Kera la Chief 
Min i s te r chose to r e s e r v e h i s r i g h t of i n t e r p r e t i n g the 
E s s e n t i a l S e r v i c e s (Maintenance) Ordinance promulgated 
by the p r e s i d e n t which sought t o dec l a r e the t h r e a t e n e d 
s t r i k e by 2.6 m i l l i o n c e n t r a l government employees as 
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i l l e g a l . The c e n t r e ' s reac t ion was t h a t to r e i t e r a t e cent ra l 
laws were not open to in t e rp re t a t ion by s t a t e s and tha t the 
l a t t e r had the cons t i tu t iona l obl iga t ion under Ar t i c l e s 256 
and 257 to enforce the cen t ra l laws and d i r e c t i v e s within 
the i r boundaries. 
Namboodiripad had argued t h a t i f the Centre could use 
i t s d i scre t ion to discriminate between i n s t i g a t o r s belonging 
to p o l i t i c a l par t iesand o thers and urge s t a t e government to 
avoid a r res t ing the former, then the s t a t e government, as 
a uni t in the federal po l i t y , could a lso exercise i t s 
d i scre t ion in dealing with a law and order mat ters . 
In regard to the deployment of CRP u n i t s in Kerala, 
i t was s t a t ed t h a t repor t s had been received from various 
cen t ra l government of f ices in the s t a t e t ha t they were 
afraid t h a t they could not get adequate pol ice protec t ion 
and cooperation from local a u t h o r i t i e s . They, therefore, 
asked for the assis tance of the CRP for safeguarding 
vulnerable p o i n t s . This l ed to arguments and counter 
arguments. Both s ides accused each other of t ransgress ing 
cons t i t u t i ona l provis ions . Namboodiripad objected to the 
deployment of the CRP u n i t s without consul t ing the s t a t e 
concerned. The centre c l a r i f i e d t ha t the cons t i tu t ion 
provided t h a t the Union government could deploy armed 
54 
po l i ce a t i t s d iscre t ion without the concurrence of the 
s t a t e government concerned to p r o t e c t i t s i n s t a l l a t i o n s . 
Kerala also complained t h a t the centre was not 
supplying i t adequate foodgrains. Namboodiripad hinted 
0n 18 May 1967 t h a t if the centre f a i l e d to fu l f i l i t s 
commitment to h i s s t a t e he would be compelled to make 
arrangement from China. He demanded t h a t Kerala be given 
i t s foreign exchange earnings . I t was argued that the 
centre earned more than Rs 500 mil l ion from cashewnut 
expor ts alone and Kerala was j u s t i f i e d in demanding i t s 
share. I t was also pointed out t h a t in tens ive cashew 
cu l t iva t ion adversely affected K e r a l a ' s output of food-
gra ins , and the centre was obliged e i t h e r to a l locate 
adequate share of foreign exchange to Kerala, or ensure 
enough supply of foodgrains. 
Similarly, i t was al leged t h a t in the absence of 
equi table f inanc ia l devolution, the s t a t e s were no b e t t e r 
than munic ipa l i t i e s . Achutha Menon also ca l led for a 
thorough review of c e n t r e - s t a t e f inanc ia l r e l a t i o n s . Some 
of the major i ssues r e l a t ed to Cen t r e ' s consent to b i l l s 
for na t iona l i za t ion of p r i v a t e f o r e s t and of p lan ta t ions 
owned by the foreigners , grant ing cons t i t u t i ona l protec t ion 
to the Land Reform Act, r a i s i n g the p r i ce of local ly grown 
rubbes, expediting bui lding of Cochin shipyard and other 
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developmental p r o j e c t s , and e x t e n s i o n of p r o j e c t s for the 
unemployed. Supply of f o o d g r a i n s a l s o c o n t i n u e s t o be a 
c r i t i c a l i s s u e . 
FEATURES OF STATE POLITICS IN KERPLA 
An overview of the s t y l e of p o l i t i c s in Kera la b r i n g s 
out c e r t a i n p e c u l i a r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 
F i r s t l v . t h e Kera la e l e c t o r a t e has never v o t e d for 
any s i n g l e p a r t y t o power ever s i n c e the s t a t e was formed 
in 1956. This h a s l e d t o much p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y and 
f r e q u e n t i n t r o d u c t i o n of P r e s i d e n t ' s r u l e in the s t a t e . 
Secondly, the wording of 1he p a r t y system in K e r a l a 
has shown t h a t two p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , -the Congress and the 
CPI(M) have u s u a l l y e x e r c i s e d p o l i t i c a l power. The l a r g e r 
number of v o t e r s are s h i f t i n g t h e i r p r e f e r e n c e e i t h e r t o 
the CPI(M) as the c o n g r e s s . The o the r p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
a re d e f i n i t e l y in for some heavy p o l i t i c a l weather .Both 
CPI(M) and Congress have l a t e l y been p r e o c c u p i e d wi th 
c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e i r popular suppor t b a s e . The CPI(M) has 
i d e o l o g i c a l l y emerged as a more homogeneous p a r t y . Though 
the cong re s s loolced as i f i t would a l s o emerge in 1969, 
i t h a s r e t a i n e d i t s amorphous c h a r a c t e r i d e o l o g i c a l l y . 
Th i rd ly , though the number of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
c o n t e s t i n g for p o l i t i c a l power in Kera la h a s been q u i t e 
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large, the incidence of po l i t i ca l defection in Kerala has 
not been as rampant as in other s ta tes . 
Fourthly, governments' in Kerala have formed and 
fallen on the shifting al l iances of short-term in te res t and 
common opposition, and party fortunes have fluctuated 
e r ra t ica l ly as a near majority of assembly seats in one 
election has been followed by only a handful in the next. 
This f luidi ty within the po l i t i ca l system has been essent ia l ly 
a product of unstable coal i t ions. 
Fifthly, the s ta te has witnessed a great deal of 
agitational po l i t i e s . I n i t i a l l y there was an agitation for 
the unification of Kerala, which was suspended after the 
formation of the l inguis t ic s ta te of Kerala in 19 56. Tnen there 
was an anti-communist movement in 19 59. The CPl(M) has 
consistently encouraged formation of "popular fronts" for 
agitation and protes ts . I t s role during the agitat ions by 
landless labour, non-gazetted officers, teachers and 
others i s a case in point . In th i s context, Igbal Narain 
observes two important features of s ta te po l i t i c s - growing 
class orientation and increasing radicalization of p o l i t i c s . 
PART-TWO 
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KERALA POLITICS 
1. APAR'ARKA. Between tweedledum and tweedledee. Economic 
and Political Weekly; 10, 13; 1975, March, 29j 547. 
Politics in Kerala seems to be concentrated on 
* 
manoeuvres to keep and gain power, respectively. Towards 
this end, all manner of opportunist techniques known 
and established in the parliamentary system are being 
pursued. 
2. APARARKA. Petty politics. Economic and Political 
Weekly; 10, 18; 1975, May, 3; 722-3. 
Kerala the state which is reputedly highly 
politicised has today become the scene of petty 
politicking. Politicians, scurry around and shuttle 
between here and Delhi, and are subject to severe 
oscillations of hope and despair over issues that 
are basic only to their own interest. 
3. HAND OF friendship. Statesman; 129, 8981; 1990, April, 
17; 6. 
Recent years have seen much political strife 
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even among supposed a l l i e s , i s on t h e t h r e s h o l d of a 
new e r a of p o s i t i v e c o o p e r a t i o n , between t h e . r u l i n g 
group and t h e o p p o s i t i o n . The s t a t ement of t h e 
Congress (I) l e a d e r of t h e o p p o s i t i o n p a r t y would 
extend suppor t t o t h e Lef t F ron t government i n a 
number of a r e a s . 
POLITICS OF c o o p e r a t i o n . Statesman? 129, 9102; 1990, 
September, 5; 6 . 
Ve te ran Marxis t l e a d e r ' EMS Namboodiripad'S 
remarks a r e p r i m a r i l y about Kera la whose p o l i t i c s 
has e n t e r e d a new phase s i n c e i t ha s become c l e a r 
t h a t no s i n g l e p a r t y can d e f e a t i t s r i v a l s . K e r a l a ' s 
new r e a l i t y i s t h a t p o l i t i c a l power i s no longer 
anybody's e x c l u s i v e r i g h t which makes i t incumbent 
upon t h e d i f f e r e n t p a r t i e s t o t u r n away from r i v a l r y 
t o c o n s t r u c t i v e c o o p e r a t i o n . 
- , - , ACHUTHA MENON (C) , DEATH 
JAYACHANDRAN (TN) . C. Achutha Menon p o l i t i c i a n wi th a 
d i f f e r e n c e . Link? 35, 3 ; 1992, August, 30; 13 . 
The void c r e a t e d by Achutha Menon in p u b l i c 
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life of Kerala can hardly be filled. His real monument 
had been build in the hearts of hundreds of ordinary 
people for whose cause he dedicated his life. 
- , - , ADMINISTRATION, BUREAUCRATS 
6 . PILLAI ( S r e e d h a r ) . In Jtimbo. I n d i a Today? 11 , 5; 1986, 
March, 15? 3 7 . 
Descr ibes t h e p o l i t i c a l u n c e r t a i n t y dragged on 
t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n came t o a v i r t u a l s t and s t i l l . 
Admitted a t o p b u r e a u c r a t . I t i s a r u d d e r l e s s g o v t , 
because t h e impor tan t m i n i s t e r s and t h e c h i e f m i n i s t e r 
a r e away most of t h e t ime in Delhi o r conduc t ing t a l k s 
i n h i d e - o u t s . 
- , - , AGRICULTURE, HARVESTING 
7 . RAMJI. K e r a l a Model. F r o n t ! e r t 5, 49? 1973, March, 17; 2 . 
The p r o g r e s s i v e p o l i c i e s pursued by t h e Kera l a 
government can no t be f u l l y unders tood u n l e s s one s e e s 
i t i n t h e c o n t e x t of i t s r e c e n t move t o d e c l a r e 
h a r v e s t i n g an e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e under t h e defence of 
I n d i a r u l e s . 
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- , - , ALIGNMENT 
CHASING SHADOWS. Times of Ind ia? 131, 287; 1969, 
October/ 14; 6 . 
E d i t o r i a l d e s c r i b e s t h a t t h e feud between t h e 
CPI(M) and t h e o the r four p r i n c i p a l p a r t i e s i n t h e 
£ y i S UcxmboodiYUpact 
c o a l i t i o n be fo r e fe^> l e f t for medica l t r e a t m e n t i n 
East Germany. During h i s absence t h e c r i s i s h a s 
p e r c e p t i b l y deepened and now t h r e a t e n s t o r i p tfcg 
c o a l i t i o n a p a r t . The four p a r t y b l o c h a s r e t a i l s - c a d 
by t h r e a t e n i n g t o withdraw suppor t from t h e UF 
m i n i s t r y i f t h e r e s o l u t i o n i s no t implemented by 
October 18 . The i rony of i t i s t h a t bo th s i d e s e~3 
chas ing shadows. 
KARTHA (Haris) . Third f a c t o r . F i n a n c i a l Express ; 
14, 3 3 ; 1987, March, 3 1 ; 4 . 
M a r x i s t - l e d LDF snapped i t s r e l a t i o n s wf.th 
commtfntliparties, i n c l u d i n g t h e All I n d i a Muslim Leag-ao 
which had been a f a i t h f u l a l l y of t h e Marx i s t s svsc ;Ln 
t h e days of t h e emergency t h e Uni ted Dsmacrs'cic T^or-.'c 
brought wi th in i t s fo ld almost a l l communal end 
c a s t i e s t p a r t i e s . 
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MENON (Araarnath K) . Tenuous Existence. India Today; 
4, 18; 1979/ September, 16; 39-41. 
Six-party coa l i t i on government in the s t a t e i s 
inexorably heading towards i t s e x i t . The c o a l i t i o n 
government has been s t ruggl ing to remain in power ever 
since i t expelled the Congress (I) 18 months ago and 
l o s t t he people ' s mandate. But now with the d i s so lu t ion 
of the LoX Sabha i t has p r a c t i c a l l y run out of steam. 
NAIR (Parameswaran) . Party system in Kerala. Indian 
Journal of P o l i t i c a l Science: 27, 1; 1966, January; 
69-82. 
In the following pages some of the main fea tures 
of the party system in Kerala are described such as 
the number of p a r t i e s , the formation of e l e c t o r a l 
a l l i ances , fact ional ism, t he working of i n t e r e s t 
groups and leadersh ip . Kerala has shown a d i s t i n c t 
tendency towards a two par ty system with ce r t a in 
minor p a r t i e s holding the balance between them at 
p resen t . 
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12. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Ruling Front exudes confidence. Ljnk; 
33, 35; 1991, April , 7; 29. 
Describes the p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s are preparing 
for the coming Iok Sabha e l e c t i o n . Both the communist 
p a r t i e s think t h a t such an a l l i ance with t he League 
would weaken the LDP's s t ruggle against communalism. 
Though the remain f igh t in Kerala i s between the 
ru l ing LDP and the Congress led UDF. 
13. SEN (Mohit) . Behind the Alliance image. Economic and 
P o l i t i c a l Weekly; 7, 31, 32 & 33; 1972, August; 1481-5. 
Describes new a l l i ances are merged the coming 
e l ec t i on . The Tel l ichery r i o t s of December 1971 affected 
the r e l a t i o n s between the Congress and the Muslim League. 
14. SEN (Mohit). Kerala p repares . Economic and P o l i t i c a l 
Weekly; 10, 22; 1975, May, 31 ; 854-5. 
Describes the s h i f t s and changes in K e r a l a ' s 
p o l i t i c a l configurat ions have not b a s i c a l l y a l t e red 
the character ofJ the opposing a l l i a n c e s . The forms of 
the a l l i ances may have somewhat a l t e r ed and may 
further a l t e r , but t h i s content wi l l no t . 
SEPHI (Ajay) . Alliances on shifting sand. Caravan; 
662; 1979, December (Second); 19-21. 
Poll alliances is a temporary phenomenon of our 
political system, are arising not out of any ideological 
understanding but political expediency. CPM's attitude 
towards CPI has also been that of a big brother; after 
heavy bargaining it has finally decided to accomodate 
CPI in the state with three seats. 
-,-,-, CONGRESS (R) and CPI 
KARUNAKARAN (KP) . Kerala's New coalition. Economic and 
Political Weekly; 5, 43 & 44; 1970, October, 24; 1973-5. 
T0 begin with, the new coalition government in 
Kerala will draw broad based support. This support to 
the government, however, comes from a negative factor 
the opposition to the Marxist and the desire to 
exclude them from power. The Congress (R) make alliance 
with CPI. The future of the new Kerala government will 
depend as much on political developments outside the 
state as on those inside it. 
- / - , - , KERALA CONGRESS j n d CPI (M) 
BALACHANERAN (KN) . K e r a l a A l l i a n c e . Link; 16, 28; 1974, 
February , 17; 2 . 
Desc r ibes t h e unholy a l l i a n c e forged i n K e r a l a 
between CPM and Kera la Congress a g a i n s t t h e Uni ted 
Fron t Min i s t ry i s f r o t h y . He seems t o be j u s t i f y i n g 
t h e a l l i a n c e simply because Kera l a Congress had a t 
one t ime been an a l l y of t h e Uni ted Fron t l e d by C P I ' s 
C. Achutha Menon. 
-#-» JSS* COMMUNALISM 
COMMUNAL CANKER. Link; 11, 24; 1969, January , 26; 4 9 - 5 1 . 
Coramunalism a s i t f i n d s e x p r e s s i o n i n c a s t e i s m 
had always been cons ide red t h e bane of p o l i t i c s i n 
K e r a l a . R e l i g i o u s g roup ings a r e a f a m i l i a r p a t t e r n 
e l sewhere b u t i n K e r a l a c a s t e g e t p recedence over 
r e l i g i o n . Th is i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e c a s e wi th t h e 
Hindus . I t h a s made t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of t e rms l i k e t h e 
ma jo r i ty community m i s l e a d i n g . In r e a l i t y i n K e r a l a 
t h e Muslims and t h e C h r i s t i a n s r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e 
r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t i e s t o g e t h e r wi th t h e Hindu backward 
c l a s s e s and c a s t e s c o n s t i t u t e d t h e s o c i a l m a j o r i t y . 
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-,-, jnd CORPORATION, CX)RRUPT 
19. MENON (Venu) . Corrupt corporations.Sujad^y; 11, 37; 1984, 
April, 15; 53-54. 
The race among political parties for control of 
government corporations has spawned a new concept in 
coalition politics. Among the major demands of many 
parties in the ruling UDF is a share of the "choicest" 
corporations in the state. 
-/-, .and ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
20. ARAVINDAKSHAN (K) . Economy i s in shambles. Link? 25, 52; 
1983, August, 7; 13-4. 
The economic p o l i t i c s being pursued by the Kerala 
government, coupled by the c e n t r e ' s l i b e r a l import 
p o l i t i c s , have pushed the s t a t e to a br ink of an 
unprecedented c r i s i s . 
21 . ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Finances in a mess. Week; 3, 7; 
1985, February, 3; 33-34. 
United Democratic Front of Kerala began facing 
a grim economic c r i s i s . The s t a t e has f a l l e n in to an 
economic c r i s i s . The s t a t e has f a l l en in to an economic 
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r u t and the r u l e r s have ne i ther the resourcefulness nor 
t h e wi l l to stem the r o t a t t h i s l a t e hour . S ta te 
leaders including Chief Minister Karunakaran have 
been unambigously t o ld t h a t t he s t a t e has t o mend 
i t s own finances before launching the p lan . 
PRABHAKARAN (G) . Economic depression in Kerala. Link? 
27, 14; 1984, November, 18; 29. 
Kerala i s on t he verge of economic s tagna t ion . 
Low r a t e of growth and ta rdy i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n are 
the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c problems. Another major weakness 
of the small-scale sector in the s t a t e has been the 
gross u n d e r - u t i l i s a t i o n of the i n s t a l l e d capac i ty . 
PRABHAKARAN (G) . Kerala not a p o l i t i c a l l i a b i l i t y . 
Links 27, 51; 1985, July , 28; 13-14. 
Describes the economic c r i s i s in the s t a t e has 
been a subject of debate over the l a s t one year . Even 
the congress led ru l ing front and i t s second b igges t 
par tner , the Kerala Congress were engaged in a war of 
words and the row threatened the very ex is tence of 
the Front . 
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- , - , and EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY STRIKE 
RAMJI. CM Decamps. F r o n t i e r ; 5, 14; 1972, J u l y , 15; 6 - 7 . 
Descr ibes problems i n K e r a l a . The e n t i r e u n i v e r -
s i t y educa t ion i n K e r a l a was i n h i g h l y u n c e r t a i n s t a t e 
and t h e background f e a t u r e s of i t were h i g h l y e x p l o s i v e . 
The s t r i d e i n t h e major p u b l i c s e c t o r u n i t , FAST, 
i n v o l v i n g 4500 worke r s . More t h a n 1,00,000 cashew 
f a c t o r y workers were on s t r i k e . Over 2 ,00,000 p l a n t a t i o n 
workers had t h r e a t e n e d t o go on s t r i k e . 
- , - , j n d FILM INDUSTRY 
ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . What t h e s t a r s f o r e t e l l * Taxes, union 
m i l i t a n c y and v ideo boom sound t h e d e a t h - k n e l l . Week? 
6, 44; 1988, October , 23 ; 44-4 5. 
The government made mot ions of n e g o t i a t i o n s 
wi th t h e i n d u s t r y . But n o t h i n g came o u t of t h e t a l k s ; 
government l e a d e r s could n o t f i nd more t h a n two h o u r s 
t o t a l k . The number of f i l m s h a s come down from 140 in 
1986 t o 50 t h i s y e a r . Government now c h a r g e s Rs 10,000 
for shoo t ing i n museums and Zoos, Rs 5000 per day i n 
government h o t e l s and Rs 1000 i n f o r e s t s . 
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-#-# .and FISHERMEN 
ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Crusade on the coas t . Week? 2, 26; 
1984, June, 17; 10-14. 
Describes the mil i tancy of the p r i e s t s and nuns 
shepherding the ag i t a t i ng fishermen of Kerala has put 
the coa l i t i on government in a spot . The church too i s 
embarrassed by the posture of defiance of a sect ion 
of the clergy whose approach i s qu i te unconventional . 
There have been inc iden t s of violence and blockade 
with c r i t i c s c a l l i n g the ag i t a t i on p o l i t i c a l l y - m o t i v a t e d . 
CHERIAN (VK) . New wave among Kerala fishermen. Link; 
26, 49; 1984, July, 15; 29-30. 
One can now fee l the adverse e f fec t s of what 
the Norwegians did near Quilon. I t has sparked off 
a major p o l i t i c a l development in the s t a t e . The e n t i r e 
t r a d i t i o n a l fishermen community has r i s e n against 
mechanised f i sh ing . A repor t on the recent f isherman's 
ag i t a t ion in Kerala. 
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28. MATHEW (PM). P o l i t i c s of a 'Non-pol i t ica l* s t rugg le . 
Economic and P o l i t i c a l Weekly? 19, 34; 1984, August, 
2 5; 14 58-60. 
Describes ag i t a t ion of fishermen in Kerala, the 
most recent f i f t y days long one, spearheaded by the 
Kerala Swat antra Malsya Thozhi la l i Federation (KSMTF) 
a t t r ac t ed much grea ter p u b l i c i t y and publ ic debate 
owing t o the con t rad ic t ions i t c reated in the s t a t e 
p o l i t i c s . 
- , - , and FORESTS 
29. NAYAR (Kuldip). Kerala: Where p o l i t i c s K i l l s t r e e s . 
Sunday? 11, 29; 1984, February, 19; 7. 
Probably the exigencies of power p o l i t i c s wi l l 
not allow the Congress (I) led coa i t i o n to l e t t he 
t r u t h on fo res t come o u t . 
- , - , - , NATI ON ALISATION 
30. RAJAPPA (S). Achievements of the ru l ing a l l i a n c e . 
.Stataamfln; 122, 2517; 1972, November, 13; 6 . 
Describes achievements by Kerala s tandards where 
the average l i f e of a minis t ry has been two y e a r s . I t 
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claims t h a t i t s g rea t e s t achievement i s the abol i t ion 
of landlordism. Providing jobs for the j o b l e s s . Nat ional-
i s a t ion without compensation of a l l p r i v a t e f o r e s t s 
covering an area of 3,15/600 h e c t a r e s . 
- , - , .and GANGESTERISM 
BALAGOPAL (K) . Rise of gangsterism in p o l i t i c s . Economic 
and P o l i t i c a l WeeTclv; 24, 5; 1989, February, 4 ; 227-9. 
When hoodlums and t h e i r gang f i g h t s become an 
in t eg ra l par t of ru l ing c l a s s p o l i t i c s , one of the 
consequences i s the gradual demise of the i n s t i t u t i o n s 
ever had in t h i s country i s being drained out by the 
r i s e of gangsterism in p o l i t i c s . The law, the cour t s , 
t he press and the administrat ion a l l are being subjected 
to t h i s des t ruc t ion . 
- , - , .and IMPORT POLICY 
PRABHAKARAN (G) . Pro tes t against new import po l i cy . 
Link? 30, 29; 1988, May, 1; 27-28. 
The new import policy announced by the Central 
government recent ly would have far reaching consequences 
on the ag r i cu l tu ra l economy of Kerala. The s t a t e government 
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and political parties including the Congress and the 
farmer ' s organisations are unanimous in saying that 
the new policy will have 'very harmful effects' on the 
agricultural economy of Kerala. 
-/-# .§££1 J 0 B PROBLEMS 
ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Scramble f o r a j o b . Wegk; 4 , 46 ; 
1986, November, 2; 4 0 - 4 1 . 
Desc r ibes t h e d i f f i c u l t y t o g e t job i n K e r a l a . 
L a t h i - c h a r g e s a r e a common s i g h t a t r e c r u i t i n g c e n t r e s . 
A l l e g a t i o n s about m a l p r a c t i c e s i n t h e r e c r u i t m e n t t o 
t h e p o l i c e f o r c e a r e no th ing new i n K e r a l a where t o o 
many c a n d i d a t e s chase t o o few p o s t s . 
"»"» Mi$ SASTRA SAHITYA PARI SHAD 
KANNAN (KP) . Secular ism and p e o p l e ' s s c i e n c e movement 
i n I n d i a . Economic and P o l i t i c a l Weeiclv? 2 5 ,6 ; 1990, 
February , 10; 3 1 1 - 3 . 
The i d e a of a p e o p l e ' s s c i ence movement evolved 
as a r e s u l t of t h e tremendous r e sponse of t h e common 
people t o t h e Kera la S a s t r a Sah i tya P a r i s h ad and today 
t h e i dea of consc ious a p p l i c a t i o n of s c i e n c e i n s o c i a l 
ac t iv i sm i s t a k i n g r o o t s . 
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- , - , j n d STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION. 
VINUABRAHAM. Power d r i v e : Face-off between m i n i s t e r and 
b u r e a u c r a t . Wggk; 10, 3 1 ; 1992, J u l y , 26; 24 . 
The Kera la S t a t e Road T r a n s p o r t Corpo ra t i on 
seldom d r i v e s i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . But now t h e 
people a t t h e wheel a re t i l t i n g a t each o t h e r even 
a s t h e p u b l i c s ec to r behemoth i s sk idd ing i n t o a 
c u l - d e - s a c . 
- , - , ANTI-CORRUPTION BILL 
ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . U p h i l l s t r u g g l e . Wej&; 1, 40 ; 1983, 
September, 1983; 3 0 - 2 . 
The proposed a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n b i l l of t h e Kera l a 
government now b e f o r e a s e l e c t committee for rev iew, 
i f i t comes th rough , w i n be a f i r s t of s o r t s i n t h e 
c o u n t r y . Success ive m i n i s t r i e s beg inn ing wi th t h e f i r s t 
communist one have sought t o curb c o r r u p t i o n by 
l e g i s l a t i o n bu t wi th l i t t l e e f f e c t so f a r . W i n t h e 
new measure prove t o be an e x c e p t i o n . 
1 " , , - J 
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- , - , ANTI-DEFLECTION LAW. 
37 . PRABHAKARAN (G) . What p r i c e de f ec t i on? Lj&k? 27.* 3 7 ? 
1985, A p r i l , 28; 24. 
I t i s be ing asked, should a p o l i t i c a l f r o n t be 
t r e a t e d as a composi te p o l i t i c a l p a r t y t h a t comes under 
t h e purview of t h e Ant i -Defec t ion Law. 
-,,,-, ANTI-MARXIST 
3 8 . CHITTA RANJAN (CN) . K e r a l a : New chal lenge.Maj .nstre?m; 
20, 18; 1982, January , 2; 3 - 4 . 
I t i s admit ted even by Congress (I) sympa thes i se r s 
and pronounced a n t i - M a r x i s t s t h a t a l o t of b i z a r r e h o r s e -
t r a d i n g and unabashed man ipu la t ion went i n t o t h e knocking 
t o g e t h e r of t h e mul t i -hued M i n i s t r y over which Karunakaran 
p r e s i d e s . There a re wi th i n t h i s Uni ted Democratic Front 
four g roups s p o r t i n g t h e "Congress" l a b e l , p l u s fcur 
o the r m i n i - p a r t i e s and a l one Independent making up 
t h e s t r e n g t h . 
_ , _ , ASSEMBLY DISSOLUTION, 1969 
39 . ONLY WAY. Economic Times? 9, 219; 1969, October , 10; 5 . 
E d i t o r i a l l y points out t h a t M a r x i s t s a re b e l i e v e d 
t o have chalked ou t t h e i r s t r a t e g y j u s t i n c a s e t l ^ 
s t a t e government d e c i d e s t o adv i se t h e Governor t o 
d i s s o l v e t h e Assembly and order f r e s h e l e c t i o n s . 
_ , _ , ASSEMBLY DISSOLUTION, RECOMMENDED, CPI 
CPI 'S DILEMMA. Statesman? 124, 3025; 1979, October , 
8/ 4 : 2 . 
CPI i n Kera la should agree t o d i s s o l v e t h e s t a t e 
Assembly end hold, f r e s h e l e c t i o n s along wi th t h e hdk 
Sabha p o l l . The accep tance of t h i s has no t s a t i s f i e d 
t h e CPI(M), which i s a l s o demanding t h a t t h e Kera la 
government should drop t h e s o - c a l l e d land g i f t b i l l on 
which some of i t s c o a l i t i o n p a r t n e r s have s e t t h e i r 
h e a r t s . 
- , - , BY-ELECTIONS 
PRABHAKARAN (G) . Congress s t i l l a d iv ided h o u s e . L&&; 
29, 40; 1987, May, 10; 27 . 
The r u l i n g l e f t Democratic F ron t and t h e o p p o s i t i o n 
Uni ted Democratic Front a re aga in p r e p a r i n g for a showdown 
i n t h e two assembly b y - e l e c t i o n s scheduled t o be he ld 
Qn June 20. The c o a l i t i o n p a r t n e r s a re t r a d i n g c h a r g e s 
75 
ana accusing each other for the United Democratic from 
defeat. 
-,-,--, 1973. 
. SEN (Mohit) . Line-up for By-Elect ions. Economic and 
P o l i t i c a l Weekly; 7, 53; 1972, December, 30; 2522-3. 
In the coming by-e lec t ion a sharp step-up in t h e 
a c t i v i t i e s of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s in Kerala . The contes t 
wi l l be between the Congress. CPI, RSP, Muslim League 
Coal i t ion on one hand, and the CPM, Kerala Congress, 
Jan Sangh convergence of p a r t i e s on the o t h e r . 
- , - , — , 1979. 
. ZACHARIAS (KT). Divided ru l ing f ron t . Economic and 
P o l i t i c a l Weekly;14, 23; 1979,June, 9; 960. 
Defeated in the by-e lec t ions and with not much 
hope of th ings improving in fu ture , the Kerala Ruling 
Front i s divided and confused. I t i s conceded by a l l 
t h a t in any t r i angu la r con tes t , t he CPl(M) led United 
front wi l l emerge v i c t o r i o u s . 
- , - , - - , 1983. 
ASAD (A). South*s Congress (I) b a s t i o n i s shaken. Sunday? 
2.0, 3 5; 1983, March, 20; 4 9 . 
The s tunning v i c t o r y of t h e CPI(M) and l e f t 
Democratic f r o n t c a n d i d a t e i n t h e b y - e l e c t i o n marks 
t h e beg inn ing of t h e end of t h e Congress (I) l e d Uni ted 
Democratic Front m i n i s t r y . 
- , - , CHIEF MINISTER, ACHUTHA MENON (C) 
CONGRESS (R) TO j o i n Kera la c o a l i t i o n : Menon t o i n i t i a t e 
t a l k s on d e t a i l s . Statesman? 121, 2220; 1971, J u l y , 1 1 ; 6 . 
Desc r ibes Kera la Chief M i n i s t e r , C Achutha Menon 
a s l e ade r of t h e Uni ted Fron t i n v i t e d t h e Congress (R) 
t o j o i n t h e m i n i s t r y . The i n v i t a t i o n was extended a t 
t h e United Front Congress (R) l i a i s o n committee m e e t i n g . 
The i n v i t a t i o n was accep t ed . 
SAVING HIS M i n i s t r y . Stateman? 121, 2550; 1971, November, 
12; 8 . 
E d i t o r i a l l y s t a t e s t h a t Mr. C. Achutha Menon's 
f i v e - p a r t y c o a l i t i o n government en joys a b a r e ma jo r i t y 
i n t h e 134-member Assembly and cannot d i spense wi th t h e 
1 
t h r e e PSP MLAS. He must t a k e cognizance o f t h e ma jo r i t y 
wishes of each of i t s c o n s t i t u e n t p a r t i e s . 
SEN (Mohit) . K e r a l a ' s l e s s o n s . Economic and P o l i t i c a l 
Weekly; 5, 9; 1970, February , 28; 403 -04 . 
The Achutha Menon M i n i s t r y h a s func t ioned wi th 
remarkable f i n e s s e and c o u r a g e . The developments i n 
K e r a l a ove;: t h e p a s t t h r e e months ho ld ve ry impor tan t 
l e s s o n s for t h e p a r t i e s and f o r c e s which d e s i r e r a d i c a l 
changes i n I n d i a . 
- , - , — , ANTONY (AK) , RESIGNED 
END TO K e r a l a ' s decade . Statesman; 124, 3026; 1979, 
October , 9; 6 : 2 . 
The CPi - i ed c o a l i t i o n ' s c o l l a p s e i s n o t r e a l l y 
a t t r i b u t a b l e t o entagonism between t h e r i v a l communist 
s c h o o l s . Though i t has no t l e d t h e government s i n c e 
*fc. A.K. Antony r e s i g n e d l a s t October , i n t h e Uni ted 
F r o n t . 
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- , - , - - , KARUNAKARAN (K) 
ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Dubious m o t i v e s . Week; 2, 4 3 ; 1984, 
October , 14; 34-3 5. 
Temples seem t o have become p e r e n n i a l h o t - b e d s 
of c o n t r o v e r s y as well as c o r r u p t i o n i n K e r a l a . Chief 
Min i s t e r K. Karunalcaran, who worsh ips a t t emp le s wi th 
l i t e r a l l y r e l i g i o u s r e g u l a r i t y , has never h e s i t a t e d 
t o make h i s own c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e d i n . F r o m S a b a r i -
mala t o Guruvayoor where t h e t emple a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 
meedling with temple funds c r e a t e d c o n s t e r n a t i o n among 
t h e d e v o t e e s t h e s cena r io had been d i s t u r b i n g enough. 
BHATTACHARYA (Shubhabrata) . Ke ra l a CM's mystery t o u r s . 
Sunday; 11, 20; 1983, December, 18; 3 2 - 4 . 
Mystery sur rounds t h e r e c e n t s e c r e t v i s i t of t h e 
Kera la CM, K. Karunakaran, t o Bombay. The o p p o s i t i o n h a s 
l e v e l l e d cha rges t h a t h i t t r i p had been under t aken t o 
h e l p out a Bombay based Malaya l i businessman whose house 
and b u s i n e s s p remises were r a i d e d by t h e enforcement 
b r anch . 
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KARTHA (Hari: Si.Kicked u p s t a i r s ? Financial Express; 
14, 137; 1987, July, 13; 4 . 
When the former Kerala Chief Minis ter , Mr. K. 
Karunakaran, was asked by t h e Congress (I) high command 
l a s t week to head the p a r t y ' s economic a f f a i r s c e l l , 
t he re was more than one i n t e r p r e t a t i o n as t o the r e a l 
motive behind t h i s move. Mr. Karnakaran has been 
very much a home-bound p o l i t i c i a n . He does not r e l i s h 
any one which wi l l take him away from t h e Kerala 
scene. 
KARTHA (Hari s ) . Mortal c o i l s . Financia l Express; 10, 
206; 1983, September, 19; 4 . 
Kerala Chief Minister £arunakaran i s in a pensive 
mood now. What worries the Congress (I) strongman who 
has further strengthened himself l a t e l y h i s operat ion 
reshuff le i s the Marxist somersault . The Indian Union 
Muslim League, a prominent par tner of the ru l i ng f ront 
had sent s ignals to t he Marxist led l e f t and Democratic 
Front . The league was ready t o break the Congress (I) 
led front and c ross over t o the r i v a l front provided 
an a l t e r n a t i v e se t -up was assured. The Joseph group 
81 
TRUCE TIME. I n d i a Today; 11, 1; 1986, January , 15? 7 1 , . 
Desc r ibe s t h e b a t t l e - s c a r r e d v e t e r a n s of t h e 
r u l i n g Congress (I) l e d Uni ted Democratic Fron t a re 
h e s i t a n t l y p u l l i n g ou t t h e i r faded a l i v e b ranch for 
one of t h e p e r i o d i c t r u c e r t h a t mark t h e l u l l b e f o r e 
t h e storm i n t h e c o a l i t i o n . Chief Min i s t e r Karunakaran 
t h r e a t t o ho ld a mid t e rm e l e c t i o n was shot down l a s t 
f o r t n i g h t by t h e more powerful Kera la Congress and 
Muslim League c o n s t i t u e n t s of t h e r u l i n g f r o n t , 
„ , - , — , - , and PRESS 
PRABHAKARAN (G) . Who i s a t f a u l t - t h e p r e s s or t h e CM? 
Link? 28, 37? 1986, June, 29? 19, 22. 
A s e c t i o n of t h e n a t i o n a l p r e s s h a s t u r n e d a g a i n s t 
t h e Kera la government and t h e Chief Min i s t e r and a re 
p u b l i s h i n g a r t i c l e s and r e p o r t s aimed a t f a m i s h i n g 
h i s image. 
- , - , —, MOHAMMED KOYA <CCH) 
SUSPENSE IN K e r a l a . Sta tesman: 124, 3072? 1979, December, 
1? 6 : 2 . 
E d i t o r i a l g i v e s t h e wonder i n Kera la i s not t h a t 
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Mr. C H Mohammed Kbya's c o a l i t i o n regime has l o s t i t s 
l e g i s l a t i v e support, but i t has l a s t ed in o f f i ce for • 
so long 48 days being qui te long enough for a minis t ry 
wifih only 15 members in a house 140 l e g i s l a t o r s . 
- , - , - - , NAYANAR (EK) 
ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Grains of debate . Week; 7, 26; 1989, 
June, 18; 25-26. 
Describes c e n t r e - s t a t e s row over r i c e . Some papers 
quoted the prime minister as asking Why the Kerala govt , 
should go to Delhi with a begging bowl ins tead of buying 
i t s own supplies of r i c e . Piqued, the food minister 
accused the Prime Minister of t r e a t i n g the people of 
the s t a t e as beggers . We are asking for our r i g h t f u l 
due not alms was Nayanar's content ion . 
ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . L e f t i s t s l i c k the wounds: Spectacular 
Congress (I) success d r ives Nayanar to a corner . Week; 
7, 51; 1989, December, 10; 23-24. 
The rout of the LDF sparked a chorus of demands 
for the res igna t ion of the EK Nayanar Minis t ry . The 
Chief Minister v a l i a n t l y r e j ec t ed t he demand point ing 
out t h a t t he Lok Sabha r e s u l t s did not i n d i c a t e a 
verd ic t of the people against t h e s t a t e government. 
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ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Tongue and cheek. Week? 8, 13; 1990, 
March, 25; 30-33. 
Chief Minister E.K. Nayanas i s a can of laughing 
gas, emitt ing h i l a r i o u s absu rd i t i e s with gay abandon 
and astounding a l l with i nc red ib l e impropr ie t i es l i k e 
snoring away through important debates in t he assembly. 
Not for him the grave s ide demeanour of h i s counter 
p a r t s in other s t a t e s . Mirthful, bubbling and ear thy, 
he spiker h i s opponents with affable af f ronts , but 
h i s recent quotable quote t h a t rape i s l i k e dr inking 
t e a has t r igge red a b i t t e r controversy even as he 
becomes the f i r s t Marxist Chief Minister of Kerala t o 
complete t h r e e years i n o f f i c e . 
ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Tongue t r o u b l e : Party bosses chide 
chief Minister Nayanar. Week; 8, 32; 1990, August, 5; 23. 
For once Chief Minister N ayankar ' s acid tongue 
has burnt h i s own t h r o a t . His fat igued foot was caught 
in h i s t a c t l e s s t r a p soon after h i s r e t u r n s from America 
where rape i s everybody's cup of t ea , according to him. 
Nayanar l e t h i s tongue loose when t h e opposi t ion h a r r i e d , 
him over po l ice action against student demonstrations 
of the Congress (I) . 
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62. KARTHA (Hari S) . Left ve rsus c e n t r e . Economic Times; 
17, 66; 1990/ June, 11; 12. 
Kera la ' s Chief Minister E.K. Nayanar i s caught 
between the devi l and the deep sea . The a n t i - p r i c e r i s e 
ag i t a t ion l a s t week ca l l ed by the ru l ing CPI(M) , CPi 
and RSP was j u s t a c u r t a i n r a i s e r . The National F r o n t ' s 
maiden budgets also came in for a t t acks in t h e 
statement. 
63 . MARXIST WOES in Kerala. Statesman; 129, 9038; 1990, June, 
22; 6 . 
Sta te CPI(M) in associa t ion with other c o n s t i t u e n t s 
of t he ru l ing Left Front Government and t h e i r sharp 
c r i t i c i s m of t he p o l i c i e s of t h e National Front govt , 
a t t he c e n t r e . Kerala Chief Minister , E.K. Nayanar, 
who had to cope recen t ly with var ious problems ranging 
from the need to r ed i f i ne the term 'Hindu ' . 
64. PILLAY (Sreedhar) . Kerala i s a d i f f i c u l t s t a t e to govern. 
Sunday; 17, 13; 1990, April , 1-7; 16-17. 
Describes Chief Minister E.K. Nayanar on h i s 1000 
days in o f f i c e . Unlike in West Bengal, t h e r e i s an 
undercurrent of communalism in Kerala and one has to t read 
very ca re fu l ly . 
PRABHAKARAN (G) . Nayanar holds out a l ive branch t o 
oppos i t ion . Link; 32, 27; 1990, February, 11; 31-3 2. 
Describes Nayanar made i t c lear t h a t the LEP 
government was prepared t o r e c t i f y i t s mis takes . Chief 
Minister himself t r i e d t o meet the po in t s r a i s ed by 
the opposi t ion on concrete i s sue inv i t ing i t to adopt 
a more cons t ruc t ive a t t i t u d e towards the government. 
- , - , — , SHANKAR (R) 
KHANNA (Mahendra K) . Kera la ' s Chief Minister a t home. 
I l l u s t r a t e d Weekly of Ind ia ; 84, 3 5; 1963, September, 
1; 32-33. 
In t roubled Kerala, the Chief M i n i s t e r ' s chair 
i s not so enjoyable a seat of power. But Mr. R. Shankar 
has stood the challenge not only of the opposi t ion 
but also of the per iodic unres t created by some of h i s 
own par ty members. 
se 
- , - , CHIEF SECRETARY, RAMACHANDRAN (V) 
6 7 . ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Sulking IAS men* LDF h a s l i t t l e 
t r u s t i n b u r e a u c r a c y . Week; 6, 22; 1988, May, 22? 2 1 . 
The worst h u m i l i a t i o n was r e s e r v e d for Chief 
Sec re t a ry V. Ramachandran. He was no t r e i n s t a t e d in 
h i s pos t when he r e t u r n e d from long l e a v e . The LDP 
was making no s e c r e t of i t s b e l i e f t h a t he was t o o 
c l o s e t o t h e p r e v i o u s government . 
- , - , CLASHES, CENTRE-STATE 
6 8 . ACHUTHA MENON (C) . Whither Kera la f r o n t . Mainstream; 
20, 1-5; 1981, 3 1 - 2 . 
Descr ibes t h e t h r e a t from t h e Cen t r e t o t h e 
Kera l a government h a s i n c r e a s e d . I t i s of c o u r s e one 
of t h e g u a r a n t e e s of s t a b i l i t y for a government t h a t 
t h e r e i s no t h r e a t t o i t s e x i s t e n c e . On t h e b a s i s of 
t h r e a t t h e government h a s i n t r o d u c e d many p r o g r e s s i v e 
schemes. 
6 9 . SEN (Mohit) . Food and P o l i t i c s . Economic and P o l i t i c a l 
Weekly; 8, 37; 1973, September, 15; 1677. 
D e s c r i b e s t h e c e n t r e ' s r e fu sa l t o supply enough 
i 
r i c e and wheat . When t h e s i n g l e - s t a t e food zones were 
e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e c e n t r e i m p l i c i t y assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
0 f ma in t a in ing t h e 12 oz r a t i o n . 
- , - , - , PASTIES, CPI a id CPI(M) 
ARVINDAKSHAN (P) . Hammering u n i t y . Week: 7, 17; 1989, 
A p r i l , 16; 23-24 . 
Descr ibes c l a s h e s between C P I and CPI (M) . The 
b i g b u l l y and t h e masochis t j u n i o r p a r t n e r i n K e r a l a ' s 
r u l i n g c o a l i t i o n a r e h i t t i n g i t off , so i t speak . Big 
b r o t h e r C P I ( M ) ne^er l i k e d t o miss a chance t o pummel 
t h e weak CPI which has been whining for r e u n i t y of 
communists. 
« , - , COMMUNAL and CASTE 
PRABHAKARAN (G) . Growing menace of communal f o r c e s . 
Link; 28, 32; 1986, May, 18; 18-19. 
The communal and c a s t e p o l i t i c s which have of f 
l i c t e d Kera la for q u i t e some t ime now took a f u l l c i r c l e 
wi th t h e e n t r y of a Hindu Munnani du r ing t h e l a s t Lok 
Sabha e l e c t i o n s . The Hindu Munnani c o n s i s t e d of more 
than a dozen Hindu o r g a n i s a t i o n s l i k e t h e Viswa Hindu 
p a r i s h a d , temple p r o t e c t i o n c o u n c i l , Ayappa Seva 
Sangam e t c . 
ss 
-,-, COMMUNALISM, RSS 
ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Communal cauldron. Week? 5, 9; 1987, 
February, 15; 16-21. 
The increasing communalisation of the polity in 
Kerala has enabled the RSS to grow. Every decision of 
the government in recent years has been on communal 
considerations. Entrenched communal groups have gained 
enormous largerse. Into this communal cauldron comes 
the RSS, to build up a Hindu vote bunk. Muslim League 
demanded a district for Muslims and a University and 
got them. Kerala congress demanded and got the Idukki 
district and Gondhiji University. 
-,-, COMMUNISTS, RELATIONSHIP 
NAIR (MA) . Kerala and United Front crisis. Mainstream? 
8, 10; 1969, November, 8; 11-13. 
The crisis in Kerala has sharply divided left 
opinions in this country and polemics dominate today 
particularly in the relationship between the two 
communist parties. As there is no unanimity of views 
in the Left camp on the subject. 
S;i 
-, -, CONFLICT, SPEAKER .and CHIEF MINISTER 
PRABHAKARAN (G) . Dilemma in the UDF. Link;28, 49; 1986, 
September, 14; 17-18. 
Describes the controversy over the constitution 
of the privilege committee of the Kerala Assembly 
continues evading solution despite efforts by the 
mediators from the ruling constituents. Speaker 
V.M. Sudheeran broke the convention and removed Chief 
Minister K. Karunakaran from the chairmanship of the 
privilege committee of the house and made Deputy 
Speaker Hamsakunju the new chairman. 
_,_,-,-, VERSUS KARUNAKARAN 
KARTHA (Hari S) . Odds are even. Financial Express; 
13, 77; 1986, August, 26; 4. 
The Kerala speaker, Mr. V.M. Sudheeran, seems 
determined to show the Chief Minister, K. Karunakaran, 
his place come what may. When the young and idealist 
speaker broke conventions on August 1 and removed 
the Chief Minister from the chairmanship of the 
Legislature's panel of privileges without consultation 
and nominated the Deputy speaker. Mr. K.M. Hamsa K u nj U / 
of the Muslim League as the new chairman, shock waves 
j n 
were sent across the s t a t e s and specula t ions were r i f e 
t h a t the speaker was digging the grave of h i s own 
p o l i t i c a l ca ree r . 
KARTHA (Hari S) . Se t t l ing old scores . Financia l Express; 
13, 163; 1986, August, 11; 4 . 
In Kerala i t i s now the Chief Minister versus the 
speaker. The Congress (I) Chief Minister , Mr. K.Kartmakar 
who heads the fifty-month old uni ted Democratic Front 
coa l i t i on has had no love l o s t for the young and i d e a l -
i s t i c speaker from the e rs twhi le Congress (A), Mr. V.M. 
Sudheeran. 
» , - , CONFUSION 
CONFUSION IN Kerala. Mainstream; 18, 8; 1979, October, 
20; 5-6. 
Describes t h e l a t e s t developments in Kerala 
p o l i t i c s have caused both su rp r i se and d i s t r e s s for 
the forward-looking elements in our country. The 
assessment of these developments va r i e s sharply from 
camp to camp., involved in Kerala and t h e i r r e spec t ive 
adherents o u t s i d e . 
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- , - , CONTROVERSY, EDUCATION MINISTER _and UNIVERSITY STAFF 
7 8 . ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Educat ion a r ena : Government and u n i v e r -
s i t y s t a f f locked i n a n o - h o l d s based f i g h t . Week; 4 , 3 0 ; 
1986, J u l y , 13; 3 0 - 3 3 . 
I t i s a no -ho lds b a r r e d f i g h t between educa t i on 
m i n i s t e r Jacob and t h e u n i v e r s i t y s t a f f over t h e p r e -
degree b o a r d . The m i n i s t e r says he i s u s h e r i n g i n t h e 
10-p lus 2 system for t h e i r own good; t e a c h e r s a l l e g e 
t h a t i t would f u r t h e r c o m p e r c i a l i s e e d u c a t i o n . 
- , - , CORRUPTION 
7 9 . ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Power game: Ex-min is te r f a c e s y e t 
another c h a r g e . Week? 6, 24; 1988, June , 5; 27 . 
The v i g i l a n c e dep t c l a ims t h a t s i x f i r m s i n 
Karnataka were g iven power from Kera la u n a u t h o r i s e d l y 
between January 1985 and March 1987. I t says B a l a k r i s h n a 
P i l l a i , who was power m i n i s t e r and four o t h e r o f f i c e r s 
were r e s p o n s i b l e for t h i s . 
80 . PRABHAKARAN (G) . Gross misuse of> p u b l i c fund i n K e r a l a . 
Linjfc. 30, 39; 1988, J u l y , 17; 25-26 . 
Desc r ibes c o r r u p t i o n , misp lann ing , i n e f f i c i e n c y 
c r i m i n a l n e g l i g e n c e and s e l f i s h b u r e a u c r a t s and p o l i t i c i a n s 
have robbed t h e p u b l i c fund t o t h e tune of rupees 218 
c r o r e . 
'J 2 
8 1 . PRABHAKARAN (G). Rough weather for the ru l ing f ron t . 
T.-tnk; 32, 5; 1989, September, 10; 30-2. 
As the e l e c t i o n s approach strenuous e f f o r t s to 
e x t r i c a t e i t s e l f from the charges oc cor rup t ion . If the 
Congress wins the Lok Sabha e l ec t i ons , t he LDF i s l i k e l y 
to find the going tougher. 
82. PRABHAKARAN (G) . T e n - l e t t e r word ca l led 'Corrupt ion. 
Link? 30, 19; 1987, December, 13; 25-26. 
Corruption does not mean br ibe ry a lone. P o l i t i c a l 
corruption i s equally important . The c o a l i t i o n p o l i t i c s 
of Kerala are a contr ibutory factor to p o l i t i c a l 
corruption o f f i c i a l r e p o r t s show t h a t most publ ic 
sector companies and corporat ions in Kerala are running 
in l o s s e s . The accumulated l o s s of 30 of t he 88 companies 
in the s t a t e has already exceeded t h e i r paid up c a p i t a l . 
83 . SCUTTLE IN Kerala. Economic Times? 9, 234; 1969, October, 
25? 5. 
Edi tor ia l gives Kera l a ' s 32-month-old Marxist led 
United Front Ministry, weakened by d iv i s ions over the 
i s sue of corrupt ion, resigned af ter i t was defeated in 
the s t a t e Assembly by 69 votes to 60 on a motion seeking 
to include the Marxist Minis ters within the arribit of 
t h e graf t probe. 
03 
- , - , CPI(M)>- HEADQUARTERS, AKG CENTRE 
8 4 . ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . All i n p a r t y ' s name: Fresh c o n t r o v e r s y 
over AKG c e n t r e , CPI(M) h e a d q u a r t e r s . Week; 6, 13; 1988, 
March, 20; 43-4 5 . 
Most of t h e b u i l d i n g i s occupied by CPI(M) o f f i c e s . 
The o r i g i n a l o r d e r , however, makes no mention of t h e 
l o c a t i o n of t h e p a r t y o f f i c e s i n t h e b u i l d i n g . 
- , - , - , NAMBOODIRIPAD (EMS) 
8 5 . KARTHA (Hari S) . War of words . F i n a n c i a l Express ; 10, 
136; 1983, J u l y , 11; 4 . 
EMS Namboodir ipad 's v i s i t was r e a l l y a b r i e f for 
t h e noncommunist r u l i n g C o a l i t i o n . Seeds of mutual 
s u s p i c i o n and d i s t r u s t have been sown among t h e two-
communist p a r t i e s who were g e t t i n g c l o s e r t o f i g h t t h e 
Congress ( I ) . Thanks t o Namboodir ipad 's p u b l i c speeches 
and p r e s s s t a t e m e n t s . They have r e s u l t e d in a r a g i n g 
war of words between t h e l e a d e r s h i p of t h e two communist 
p a r t i e s endangering t h e u n i t y of t h e l e f t democra t i c 
o p p o s i t i o n and e n r i c h i n g t h e r i v a l s . 
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- , - , DEFECTIONS 
ZACHARIAS (KT) . D e f e c t o r ' s Day. Economic and P o l i t i c a l 
Weekly; 14, 47 ; 1979, November, 24; 1911-2. 
The a s t few weeks i n Kera la have wi tnessed 
d e f l e c t i o n s of p a r t i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s on an unpreceden ted 
s c a l e . Declared p r i n c i p l e s and p o s i t i o n s have been g iven 
t h e go-by and commitments blown t o t h e winds . 
-,-, ELECTIONS 
KARTHA (Hari S) . Bracing for the polls. Financial Express: 
13, 149; 1986, July, 28; 4. 
Despite the dissidence within the Congress (I) 
Mr. Karunakaran finds the climate congenial for elections. 
What gives him confidence is the state of affairs in the 
left democratic opposition camp, especially the Marxist 
party whose leadership has been confused and the rank 
and file demoralised. Mr. Karunakaran has pinned much 
hope on the expelled Marxist leader, Mr. M.V.Raghavan, 
who would help divide the he Marxist votes. The Chief 
Minister is not bothered about the dissidence within 
his party, for he knows he could manage so long as the 
high command backs him. 
05 
8 8 . PRABHAKARAN (G) . P o l l fever i n f r a c t u r e d UDP. L ink ; 
29, 28; 1987, February, 15; 25 -26 . 
With t h e announcement of Assembly e l e c t i o n s , t h e 
p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y i n t h e s t a t e go t geared u p . The two 
contending f r o n t s , r u l i n g Uni ted Democratic F ron t l e d 
by t h e Communist Pa r ty (Marxist) i s busy f i n a l i s i n g 
t h e i r e l e c t i o n s t r a t e g y . 
. . , - , - , LEFT DEMOCRATIC FRONT j n d UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
8 9 . PRABHAKARAN (G) . F i g h t between p e r s o n a l i t i e s . Link; 
32, 15; 1989, November, 19; 2 5 - 7 . 
With many prominent l e a d e r s t r y i n g t o r e t a i n 
t h e i r Sabha s e a t s , t h e s t a k e s a re h igh for b o t h t h e 
Lef t Democratic Front and t h e Uni ted Democratic F r o n t . 
But which way t h e s c a l e s w i l l t i l t might depend on t h e 
performance of t h e BJP. 
- , - , - , LOK SABHA, 1985. 
9 0 . ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . War-weary f r o n t s . Week; 3 , 6; 1985, 
January , 27; 40 . 
The Lok Sabha p o l l p r e d i c t i o n s having gone 
haywire , p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s have been r e l u c t a n t t o make 
f o r e c a s t s . The v o t e r s had demonst ra ted unambiguously 
1)0 
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that they could not be taken for granted by any party 
or combination of parties. There could be little 
surprise therefore if the voters adopt a totally 
new yardstick this time too. 
-,-,-, 1970 
91. BHARGAVA (GS). Story the votes tell. Economic and Political 
Weekly; 5, 39; 1970, September, 26; 1595-6. 
While the CPI(M) has undoubtedly lost the recent 
Kerala election by not having been able to win a majority 
of the seats or even retain their position in the dissolved 
Assembly. Congress led by Indira Gandhi as a political 
comeback by the party. The total number of Assembly seats 
which was 108 in 1952 has now risen to 133 as a result 
of four delimitations of constituencies. 
92. SEN (Mohit) . Meaning of Kerala. Economic and Political 
Weekly? 5, 39; 1970, September, 26; 1594-95. 
It is essential that any analysis of the election 
results in Kerala should start with stating the obvious. 
The observation which requires to be made is the serious 
defeat suffered by the CPI(M). The Kerala election results 
is the good showing of the Congress (R) which has jumped 
0 
from five seats to 32. The reasonably good performance 
of the United Front of the CPI, the Muslim League, the 
RSP and PSP. 
-,-,-, 1975 
SEN (Mohit) . T r ia l in Kerala. Economic and P o l i t i c a l 
Weekly? 9, 51; 1974, December, 21; 2093. 
The September 1975 e l e c t i o n s are slowly but surely 
becoming the focus of p o l i t i c a l l i f e in Kerala . Namboodir-
ipad i s concentrat ing h i s personal and h i s p a r t y ' s e f f o r t s 
with single-minded fe roc i ty on the aim of r e tu rn to 
m i n i s t e r i a l power. 
_ , - , - , 1987 
. THAMPY (PV) . Does UDF gain by CPI(M) 's loss? Link? 
28, 43; 1986, July, 27; 18-19. 
All political parties are prepared for the coming 
election. They are making new tricks and alliances to 
win the election. At- first sight the picture may seem 
rosy for the UDF, as the A]_i India Muslim League which 
was with the LDF is now solidly with the UDF. The Gulf 
boom has almost ended and it is too early to predict 
what will happen when a large number of people from 
the Gulf countries return to their homeland. 
93 
-,-,-, PRESIDENT VENKATARAMAN (R) , SUPPORT .MUSLIM LEADER 
95. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Sait in strait jacket: Muslim League 
in the state plumps for Ven"kataraman. Week; 5, 31; 1987, 
July, 19; 4 2-43. 
Describes sait and leaders of other state units 
were against voting for Venkataraman. But before sait 
could decide for himself, the Kerala leaders made it 
known that they expected him to toe their line. Left 
to himself, sait-would have voted against Venkataraman. 
League was well aware of Iyer's proximity to the RSS 
and also of his views on the Shariat issue. 
-/-, FINANCE (EIGHTH COMMISSION) 
96. ARAVINDAKSHAN (K) . Mani' s Recommendation on Fiscal Ties. 
Link? 26, 4; 1983, September, 4; 11-12. 
The Congress (I) government of Kerala, in its 
memorandum to the Eighth Finance Commission, has said 
that the present fiscal ties indicate a high degree of 
the states dependence on the centre. 
OH 
-,-, FINANCE MINISTER, KUNJU (PK) RESIGNATION 
ACHUTHA MENON (C) . United Front postures and p rospec t s . 
Llnlc; 11/ 42; 1969, June, 1; 18. 
Finance Minister P.K. Kunju made a dramatic ex i t 
from the s t a t e Cabinet t o prove h i s "innocence before a 
j u d i c i a l t r i b u n a l . CPM Chief Minister Namboodiripad had 
found a prima fac ie case against him based on the ma te r i a l s 
placed on the floor of the Assembly. But Kunju s r e s i g -
nation has apparently not helped the ruing United Front 
par tners t o end mutual acrimony. 
-,-, FOOD CRISIS 
RAMJI. Food crisis. Frontier; 6, 8; 1973, June, 2; 4-5. 
Food crisis is hitting up in Kerala without any 
official announcement to that effect. The government 
has allowed daily ration of rice to be trimmed from 
six z to three z. The ration thus cut is allegedly 
to be made up by the issue of wheat. It is a fact 
that the centre has cut down its allotment of rice 
and wheat to the state. 
l i j (1 
- , - , GOVERNMENT 
KUMAR (KG). K e r a l a ' s p l e a for s p e c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
Economic and P o l i t i c a l Weekly; 23, 34; 1988, August, 
20; 1730-31. 
In i t s memorandum t o t h e Ninth Finance Commission,, 
t h e government of Kera la has drawn a t t e n t i o n t o c e r t a i n 
s p e c i a l f e a t u r e s of t h e s t a t e ' s economy and f i n a n c e s . 
Some of t h e s e a re o f f s h o o t s of K e r a l a ' s n a t u r a l endow-
ments, whi le o t h e r s d e r i v e from t h e p a t h of s o c i a l 
development pursued by succes s ive s t a t e governments . 
TUMULT IN K e r a l a . Economic Times; 7, 118; 1967, J u l y , 
23 ; 5 . 
E d i t o r i a l l y s t a t e s t h a t communist government i n 
Kera la p r e s e n t s an e x t r a - o r d i n a r y s p e c t a c l e i n t h a t t h e 
communist M i n i s t e r s do not alway behave as o r thodox 
communists must by d e f i n i t i o n . There i s a p l a u s i b l e 
e x p l a n a t i o n for t h i s ready a t hand . Some of t h e 
m i n i s t e r s have been i n o f f i c e b e f o r e and t h e b i t t e r 
expe r i ence of be ing thrown out by what was then 
c a l l e d a mass upsu rge . 
10) 
- , - , - , ACHUTHA MENON (C) 
101 . ENTER THE M i n i - f r o n t . Statesman? 132, 2132; 1969, 
November, 2; 8 . 
E d i t o r i a l says t h a t Mr. Achutha Menon formed a 
government. Kera la*s e l e v e n t h M i n i s t r y i s u n l i k e l y t o 
end t h e ch ron ic p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y i n t h i s problem 
s t a t e . Indeed, t h e doubts about t h e d u r a b i l i t y of t h e 
e ight-man c a b i n e t , headed by Mr. Achutha Menon. The 
t h r e e p a r t i e s of t h e m i n i - f r o n t , t h e CPI, t h e Muslim 
League and t h e Ind ian s o c i a l i s t p a r t y . 
- , - , - , KARUNAKARAN (K) 
102. ARAVINDAKSHAN (p) . What i s i n an image: No end t o l o s s 
of face for Karunakaran. Week; 4 , 25; 1986, June , 8; 
3 0 - 3 1 . 
The permanent commission s e t up by t h e Karunakaran 
government toprobe c o r r u p t i o n cha rges a g a i n s t p u b l i c 
men had been almost a n o n s t a r t e r . While t h e c h i e f 
m i n i s t e r had claimed t h a t he was t r y i n g t o c r e a t e 
a new image for t h e r u l i n g f r o n t and i n j e c t new l i f e 
i n t o h i s own p a r t y . 
102 
- , - , - , LEFT DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
103. KARTHA CHari S) . Off the beaten t r a c k . Financial Express: 
14, dO; 1987, April , 27; 4 . 
Marxist-led Left Democratic Front Ministry in 
Kerala completes one month in power. Assessment of any 
sort now wi l l be as premature as i t wi l l be un fa i r . 
P o l i t i c a l watchers in the s t a t e have not f a i l ed to 
no t ice a d i s t i n c t s ty le of functioning which i s 
refreshingly d i f fe ren t from t h a t of i t s predecessor, 
the Congress (I) led United Democratic Front . 
104. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Lef t Democratic Front i n for t r o u b l e . 
T.-tnk? 3 1 , 50; 1989, J u l y , 23 ; 25 . 
The r u l i n g Lef t Democratic Front and i t s government 
f a c e s a grave e x i s i s fo l lowing t h e e s c a l a t i o n of p a r t i e s . 
Also i t might a f f ec t i t s chances i n t h e for thcoming 
e l e c t i o n s . 
- , - , - , , - , WAKE BOARD, MISMANAGEMENT 
10 5. BRAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Hooking game: LDF government p u t s 
Wakf Boarfl i n a b i n d . Week; 6, 27; 1988, June , 26; 4 4 - 5 . 
T
. K . Hamsa e x p l a i n s t h a t t h e government only wanjzs 
10 3 
to ensure against mismanagement of funds. Accusing t h e 
Muslim League of p o l i t i c i n g t he i s sue , he draws a t t en t ion 
to e a r l i e r r epor t s of misdeeds by the board. 
- , - , - , LEFT FRONT 
KUNJU (N) . Kerala experiment with communism. Caravan; 
671; 1980, May ( F i r s t ) ; 28-33. 
Marxism without d i s c i p l i n e has de t e r io ra t ed i n t o 
anarchism in Kerala. Will the new l e f t Front government 
in s t i l l some sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y among workers to 
save the s t a t e from i n d u s t r i a l t u rmoi l s . The p o l i t i c s 
of Kerala i s unique - cas t e , communism and communalism 
coexist he re . No wonder p o l i t i c a l s c i e n t i s t s the world 
over watch with cu r io s i t y the happenings in t h i s small 
s t a t e on the southern t i p of Ind i a . 
- , - , - , MINISTERS, RESIGNATION, 1969 
KERALA POLITICAL drama. Economic Times; 9, 230; 1969, 
October, 21; 5. 
Edi tor ia l descr ibes for Kerala the seven min is te r s 
resigned from the Namboodir$pad*,s min is t ry . But 
Namboodiripad has not yet formally accepted the res igna-
t ion , and he i s going to t r y again t o see i f he can 
persuade the min is te r s who have l e f t to change t h e i r 
mind. 
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- , - , - , NAMBOODIRIPAD (EMS) EXIT 
108. MOMENT o? t r u t h . Statesman? 132, 2130; 1969/ October , 
19; 8 . 
Descr ibes t h e e d i t o r i a l t h e s p l i t i n t h e Kera la 
Unitg-d Front i s undoubtedly s e r i o u s , and i t may e v e n t u a l l y 
lead t o t h e c o l l a p s e of t h e Naraboodiripad government. But 
i t i s f a r from c e r t a i n t h a t t h e f a l l of t h e M i n i s t r y i s 
imminent. The four p a r t i e s which have d i s s o c i a t e d them-
s e l v e s from t h e UF and have ques t ioned Mr. Namboodi r ipad ' s 
moral r i g h t t o c o n t i n u e t o r u l e , a r e by no means in 
agreement on t h e i r f u t u r e s t r a t e g y . 
- , - , - , NAYANAR (EK) 
109. KARTHA (Hari S) . Lef t in . c o n t r o l : Nayanar government 
s t a y s on cour se t o t a c k l e t h e economic problems. Economic 
Ximss; 17, 18; 1990, A p r i l , 16 :6 . 
I f remaining in o f f i c e a g a i n s t heavy odds i s t h e 
foremost success of t h e Nayanar government i n t h e l a s t 
t h r e e y e a r s , p u t t i n g K e r a l a ' s d e r a i l e d economy on 
t r a c k i s no l e s s an achievement . 
105 
110. PILL AY (Srsadhar). Under attack. Sunday; 17, 10; 1990, 
March, 11-17; 78-79. 
The s t a t e s e c r e t a r y of t h e CPI(M), V . s . Achuth-
ananden, and t h e p a r t y gene ra l s e c r e t a r y EMS Namboodiripad 
bleme t h e I E F ' s poor showing i n t h e p a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t -
i o n s on t h e Nayanar government. 
- , - , - , UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT, NO CONFIDENCE MOTION,CPI (M) 
111. KERALA'S UNEASY b a l a n c e . Statesman? 122, 2481; 1972, 
October , 2; 6 . 
I t would be u n r e a l i s t i c of t h e Kera la Chief 
Min i s te r t o draw too much comfort from t h e s t a t e Assembly1! 
r e j e c t i o n on Wednesday of t h e CPI(M) • s no conf idence motioi 
A d i s p l a y of suppor t i n an emergency by i t s f i v e c o a l i t i o n 
p a r t n e r s may have g ran ted t h e two-year o ld CP l - i ed g o v t , 
a temporary r e p r i e v e . 
- , - , - , NON-MAR XI ST 
112. UNPRINCIPEED. Times of I n d i a ; 131, 303; 1969, October , 
30; 8 . 
Descr ibes i n e d i t o r i a l t h a t t h e p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
are very busy of forming a non-marx i s t government i n 
Kera l a . The CPI i s hoping t h a t i t can assemble a v i a b l e 
non-marx is t c a b i n e t i n Kera l a with t h e backing of t h e 
t h r e e o t h e r p a r t i e s i n t h e m i n i - f r o n t . 
ion 
- / - / - # UNITED FRONT 
113. ACHUTHA MENON (C) . United Front gains and e r r o r s . Link: 
11, 47; 1959/ July, 6; 20. 
The ru l ing United Front seems t o be creaking under 
the weight of a c r i s i s , the worst since i t took of f ice 
twenty-seven months ago. Front supporters fee l inc reas in ly 
uneasy. The prevai l ing statemate due to the f a i l u r e of 
the ru l ing p a r t i e s to s e t t l e t h e i r d i f ferences at the 
l a t e s t round of co-ordinat ion committee par leys i s l i k e l y 
to p e r s i s t so long as the p a r a l l e l roads the p a r t i e s have 
taken on the question of graf t probe against Minis ters 
do not converge. 
_ , - , - , — , NO CONFIDENCE MOTION 
114. KARTHA (Hari S) . Sordid drama. Financial Express; 10, 300; 
1983, December, 22; 5. 
Describes the no-confidence motion against United 
Front government in Kerala. The discussion on the outcome 
of the no-confidence motion against the 18 month-old 
United Front government in Kerala have brought out the 
worst in the manipulative p o l i t i c s of the s t a t e . I t was 
e s s e n t i a l l y a b a t t l e between two unprincipled groups, 
nei ther of which betrayed any respect for p o l i t i c a l 
r e c t i t u d e . 
Li) 7 
- , - , JOB PROBLEMS 
115. PRABHAKARAN (G) . C r i s i s i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l i n d u s t r i e s . 
Lin*; 27, 2; 1984, August, 19; 27-28 . 
Desp i te i t s many schemes, w o r k e r ' s we l f a re measures 
have not been implemented, and they now face not on ly 
under-employment, bu t a l s o l a r g e s c a l e unemployment, 
making Kera la s t a t e with t h e h i g h e s t p e r c e n t a g e of 
unemployed i n t h e c o u n t r y . 
- , - , KOCHI 
116. ARAVINDAKSHAN (p) . Harbouring n e g l e c t . Week; 24; 1984, 
January , 15; 3 7 - 9 . 
Cochin p o r t has always got a raw dea l from t h e 
C e n t r e . Delay in commissioning a f u i l - f l e d g e d c o n t a i n e r 
t e r m i n a l i s a case i n p o i n t . What i s more, t h e government 
i s dragging i t s f e e t over t h e p o r t ' s expansion p l a n s t o 
develop a nearby i s l a n d , deepening of t h e channel aod. 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a b r i d g e t o connect i t t o t h e 
mainland. 
IDS 
- , - , KPCC(I), PRESIDENT, KARUNAKARAN 
117. VINU ABRAHAM - Who i s i n c h a r g e ? : CM* s l o y a l i s t s 
s i d e l i n e d . Week? 10, 29; 1992, J u l y , 12; 2 6 . 
Descr ibes t h e f r o n t p a r t n e r Muslim League and t h e 
Karunakaran backed KPCC(l) l e a d e r s h i p i t s e l f became 
anxious a t t h e growing c l o u t of t h e e x t r a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
c o t e r i e . The Muslim League h a s not been too happy wi th 
Karunakaran ' s s t y l e of f unc t i on ing and t h e emergence of 
t h e new power c e n t r e i r k e d i t no end. 
- , - . , - . , - , VARADARAJAN (S) RESIGNATION 
118. PRATAP ( A n i t a ) . UDF: Surv iva l by d e f a u l t . Sunday? 11, 
19; 1983, December, 11 ; 50-52. 
D e s c r i b e s t h e UDF c o a l i t i o n h a s d i s p l a y e d remark-
ab le r e s i l i e n c e i n su rv iv ing c r i s i s c r i s i s . The 
r e s i g n a t i o n of KPCc(l) l e a d e r , Mr. S. Varadara jan Na i r , 
t o j o i n t h e Congress (S) , has c r e a t e d a f u r o r , once 
again a c t i v a t i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l p u n d i t s i n t o making sage 
pronouncements about Kera la m i n i s t r y ' s f a t e hanging i n 
b a l a n c e . 
10.1 
- , - , LABOUR RELATIONS, KUTTANAD-
119. ALEXANDER (KC) v Emerging fa rmer - l abour r e l a t i o n s i n 
Kut tanad. Economic and P o l i t i c a l Weekly; 8, 31 ,32 , & 33; 
1973, August; 1551-60. 
The emergence of communism as a major p o l i t i c a l 
f o r c e i n Kera l a i s a m a n i f e s t a t i o n of fundamental changes 
t a k i n g p l a c e in i t s s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e . Th i s paper endavour 
t o d e s c r i b e t h e change t h a t have occu r r ed in t h e fa rmer -
labour r e l a t i o n s i n Kuttanad, i n t h e o l d p r i n c e l y s t a t e 
of Travancore , and t o i d e n t i f y some of t h e f a c t o r s which 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e s e changes . The changes in f a rmer -
r e l a t i o n s i n Kuttanad may not be a t t h e moment t y p i c a l 
of t h e whole of Kera la , b u t t h i s may be i n d i c a t i v e of 
t h e p a t t e r n of r e l a t i o n s h i p l i k e l y t o emerge between 
t h e s e two impor tan t s e c t o r s of t h e r u r a l community i n 
Kera la , and probably in o t h e r p a r t s of I n d i a , i n f u t u r e . 
- , - , LAW AND ORDER 
120. SCAPEGOATS IN K e r a l a . Sta tesman; 129, 8900; 1990, 
January , .11; 6 . 
Achuthanandan i s woefully wrong in blaming 
b u r e a u c r a t s and t h a t t h e cause s for t h e growing p u b l i c 
d isenchantment with t h e Lef t Front have t o be sought 
l i . 0 
i n K e r a l a ' s law and o rder s i t u a t i o n which has d e t e r i o r a t e d 
i n r e c e n t months, p r i m a r i l y fo l lowing v i o l e n t p o l i t i c a l 
c lashes , , 
_ , _ , , INDUSTRIAL, LEFT DEMOCRATIC, FRONT 
121 . NEW BEGINNING. F i n a n c i a l Express ; 14, 36; 1987, A p r i l , 
3 ; 5 . 
Lef t Democratic Front back i n power i n Kera la 
a f t e r a s p e l l i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s . Maintenance of law and 
order and peace on t h e labour f r o n t have r i g h t l y been 
l i s t e d as t h e most impor tan t t a s k s b e f o r e t h e new 
c o a l i t i o n m i n i s t r y . 
- , - , LEADERS, MARXIST, NAMBOODIRIDAD (EMS) 
122. PILLAI (Sreedhar) and NINAN (TN) . Communal A r i t h m a t i c . 
I n d i a Today; 12, 6; 1987, March, 3 1 ; 25-28 . 
Ser ied r a n k s of p a r t y f a i t h f u l who came t o l i s t e n 
t o EMS Namboodiripad and EK Nayanas drove home a c l e a r 
message. The marxi-st b a s t i o n in Malabar was not about 
t o crumble . 
vs. 
- , - , LEFT DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
123. ARAViNDAKSHAN (P) . Erosion of popular support: Loud 
thinking in LDF for mending i t s ways. Week; 7, 52; 
1989, December, 17; 23-24. 
The debacle of the ru l ing l e f t Democratic Front 
in the Lok Sabha po l l has unnerved i t s l eade r sh ip . I t s 
only solace i s t h a t the Congress (I) which swept the 
p o l l s in the s t a t e and in the i s no longer in power at 
the c e n t r e . The National Front which loans heavi ly on 
the l e f t i s t s to sustain i t s e l f at the Centre, poses no 
t h r ea t to the Marisist-led s t a t e government. 
124. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Heavy weather for the LDF. Link; 30, 
3 5; 1988, June, 19; 27-28. 
While the ru l ing Left Democratic Front has 
i n t ens i f i ed i t s ant i-Centre ag i t a t ion , the Congress led 
opposit ion i s l a s t ing out at the s t a t e government for 
the f inanc ia l c r i s i s and ' c o l l a p s e ' of law and order in 
t he s t a t e . 
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_ , - , _and UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
125. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Squabbling over s e a t s . Week; 2, 49 ; 
1984, November, 25; 37, 39 . 
The Opposi t ion Lef t Democratic Front l e d by t h e 
Marxist p a r t y i s appa ren t ly i n no b e t t e r p o s i t i o n e i t h e r . 
Even a f t e r a s e r i e s of d i s c u s s i o n s , t h e LDF i s y e t t o 
a r r i v e a t an amicable s e t t l e m e n t . Like i n t h e c a s e of 
t h e UDF a t l e a s t a couple of s e a t s were r e p o r t e d l y 
p rov id ing t o be t h e bone of i n t e n t i o n among t h e LDF 
p a r t n e r s . 
126. SARADAMONI (K) and GOPINATHAN NAIR (N) . K e r a l a : Outlook 
for f u t u r e . Mainstream: 25, 44 ; 1987, J u l y , 18; 7 - 8 . 
Desc r ibes t h e LDF's u n i t y and Uni ted Democratic 
F r o n t ' s (UDF) d i s u n i t e d t h e two r e c e n t bye e l e c t i o n s 
i n K e r a l a . 
- , - , — , COMMUNALISM 
127. PRABHAKARAN (G) . LDF d i l u t e s s tand on communalism. L ink ; 
33, 30; 1991, March, 3 ; 3 2 - 3 . 
The Left Democratic F ron t i n K e r a l a h a s d i l u t e d 
i t s s t and on communalism by wooving t h e Muslim League. 
T h i s h a s been sharp ly c r i t i c i s e d w i th in and o u t s i d e t h e 
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communist p a r t y (Marxist) . Mean whi l e t h e Kera la p radesh 
Congress P r e s i d e n t A.K. Antony, h i t t i n g ou t a t t h e C P I ( M ) • S 
new s tand , s a id t h a t t h e p a r t y h a s fo rsaken any r i g h t 
t a l k of p o l i t i c a l p r i n c i p l e s a f t e r i t s d e c i s i o n t o a l l y 
wi th t h e l e a g u e . 
128. PRABHAKARAN (G) . LDF's l o s s i s communal f o r c e s g a i n . Link; 
30/ 18; 1988, February, 7; 26-27 . 
Communal p a r t i e s success i n l o c a l body e l e c t i o n . 
The Bha ra t i ya J a n a t a P a r t y , Muslim League Communal 
a l l i a n c e s de fea t ed bo th t h e Lef t Democratic F ron t and 
t h e Congress, in Malappuram and Kasargod d i s t r i c t i n 
no r th K e r a l a . Muslim League a l l i e d i t s e l f t o t h e B h a r a t i y a 
J a n a t a Par ty t o f i g h t t h e L e f t Democratic F r o n t . 
_ , - , , CONVENTION, KOCHI 
129. PRABHAKARAN (G) . LDF t o launch a g i t a t i o n . Link; 34, 25; 
1992, February, 2; 23 . 
The r e c e n t Kochi conven t ion of t h e o p p o s i t i o n 
LDF has decided t o oppose t h e C e n t r e ' s economic p o l i c i e s 
and launch s t i r a g a i n s t b o t h t h e Cen t r e and t h e s t a t e 
government l ed by Karnakuran. 
1 1 4 
_ , _ , , DRAMA BAN 
130. KARTHA (Hari S) . Bending backwards . F i n a n c i a l Express ; 
14, 40; 1987, Apr i l , 7; 4 . 
Desc r ibes Marxis t l ed Lef t Democratic Front Min i s t ry 
i n Kera la t o t a k e d e c i s i o n i n q u e s t i o n was t h e e x t e n s i o n 
of t h e ban on t h e c o n t r o v e r s i a l Malayalam p lay C h r i s t ' s 
s i x t h sacred wound. 
_ , - , , e f f e c t o f SINGH (VP) GOVERNMENT, COLLAPSE 
131 . IMPACT IN K e r a l a . Statesman; 129, 9164; 1990, November, 
16; 6 . 
E d i t o r i a l d e s c r i b e s t h e c o l l a p s e of t h e V.P . Singh 
government would seem t o have been a blow t o K e r a l a ' s 
r u l i n g Lef t Democratic Front i n more ways t han o n e . 
When t h e c r i s i s developed i n t h e Gulf u r g e n t need t o 
evacua te I n d i a n s from Kuwait, Mr. V.P . Singh sen t a 
c e n t r a l Min i s te r from K e r a l a . 
132. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . B i t t e r r e a l i t y : EMS t a k e s f l a k for 
d e b a c l e , jfefik; 8# 3? 1990, January , 14; 23-24 . 
The p o l l debac le post-mortem v e r d i c t i s c l e a r . 
K e r a l a ' s r u l i n g Left Democratic Front bad ly needs an 
L I S 
overhaul. The secretariat of the CPI(M), the major 
Partner, placed a number of options before the larger 
state committee, which held a three day session in 
the presence of politburo member B.T. Ranadive. 
„,..,
 t VERSUS GOVERNMENT 
133. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Governor, Cabinet on collision course. 
Link; 30, 61; 1988, December, 4; 27. 
Kerala government and the Left Democratic Front, 
led by the communist party (Marxist) government are on 
a collision course on the issue of the governor's 
refusal to sign an ordinance sent by the government 
to remove the Vice Chancellor of Calicut University. 
- , - , , VICTORY 
134. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Victory against communal po l i t i c s . 
Lini; 29, 36; 1987, April, 12; 34-3 5. 
The difference between the ruling Left Democratic 
Front and the opposition United Democratic Front i s 
1.5 lakh votes and an increase from the last elections. 
The UDF defeat was surprising compared to i t s 1984 Lok 
Sabha election victory, when i t romped home with 17 out 
of 20 seats from Kerala. Not only that since the 1982 
l l f i 
Assembly elections the Congress led front partners got 
strengthened through the merger of the A n India Muslim 
League and the Kerala Congress factions. The Muslim 
League faction and a section of the Congress (S) also 
Left the LDF to join the UDF constituents. 
_,-, MALAPPURAM, CREATION 
13 5. KERALA: Dangerous folly of creating a new district. 
Hindustan T-tmpa* 14, 269; 1968, November, 24; 8. 
Describes decision of the United Front government 
in Kerala to create a new district in the state out of 
areas detached from the present Kozhikod and Balghat 
districts is dubious move at its best and a sinister 
one at its worst. New district to be named Malappuram 
after the tour to be made the headquarters of the new 
district. 
_.,», ACHUTHA MENON <(C) 
136. SEN (Mohi t ) . Achievements of a c e n t r e - l e f t c o a l i t i o n . 
Economic and P o l i t i c a l WeeXly; 8, 46; 1973, November, 
17; 2049-50. 
D e s c r i b e s t h e adjournment of t h e assembly on t h e 
t h r e e y e a r s of o f f i c e of t h e Min i s t ry headed by Achutha 
Menon. All t h e e f f o r t s of t h e C P I (M) a c t i n g again i n 
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conjunction with the pronouncedly r i g h t i s t Kerala Congress 
topple t h i s ministry have fai led. I t has already earned 
i t s place as the longest-lived ministry the s ta te has 
known and one with the best record of achievement. 
137. SEN (Mohit) . Chal lenge of I n s t a b i l i t y . Economic and 
P o l i t i c a l Weekly; 8, 3 1 ; 32 & 3 3 ; 1973, August; 1403-4. 
Desc r ibes t h e government ' s ve ry narrow ma jo r i t y 
in t h e l e g i s l a t u r e . Achutha Menon M i n i s t r y f a c e s many 
problems i n Assembly. 
- , - , - , , CONFIDENCE MOTION 
138. SEN (Mohit) . Confidence i n K e r a l a . Economic and P o l i t i c a l 
Weekly; 5, 13; 1970, March, 28; 554-5 . 
D e s c r i b e s t h e Achutha Menon M i n i s t r y had won v o t e 
of con f idence . 
- , - , MINISTRY, KARUNAKARAN (K) 
139. GHOSH (Ti r thankar ) . K e r a l a ' s c o r r u p t M i n i s t e r s . Sunday; 
12, 50; 1985, October , 13; 18-20. 
The o p p o s i t i o n in Kera l a h a s charged Chief Min i s t e r 
K. Karunakaran with s h i e l d i n g some c o r r u p t m i n i s t e r s i n 
h i s c a b i n e t . 
lis 
140. JOHN (Binoo K) . Kera la ' s Dis-United .Front. Sunday; 
13, 30; 1986, June, 1; 24-25. 
The res ignat ion of Vyalar Ravi from the Karunakaran 
ministry and Oomen Chandy qu i t t i ng the post of convener 
of the ru l ing United Democratic Front has brought a fresh 
p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s for the already to Hering government. 
Will the Kerala CM be able to weather the storm? An 
ana lys i s , 
141. KARTHA (Hari S) . Karunakaran: One year, not ou t . Financial 
Express; 10, 101; 1983, June, 6; 4 . 
The Karunakaran government in Kerala i s one-year 
o ld . A ministry' completing one year in of f ice i s nothing 
new even in t h i s problem s t a t e where m i n i s t r i e s tend to 
change every two yea r s . Ever since i t s incept ion, the 
s t a t e has had as many as 17 m i n i s t r i e s of which a l l 
except th ree were in power for over a year . Nevertheless, 
Karunakaran completing one year in off ice ma t t e r s . 
142. PILLAI (Sreedhar) . Jud i c i a l h i s t o r y ; India Today; 11, 23; 
1986, December, 15; 66. 
The very survival of the Karunakaran Ministry 
depends on the ru l ing of t h e High Cour t ' s d iv is ion bench 
l i : i 
i n t h e P i l l a i c a s e . The Karunakaran government in Kera la 
f a c e s i t s most p o t e n t o p p o s i t i o n from a most unexpected 
s o u r c e . The High Cour t . 
- , - , - , NAMBOODIRIPAD (EMS) 
143. KERALA UNITED Front government: Slow b u t s t e a d y . Economic 
Times; 7, 116; 1967, J u l y , 2 1 ; 5 . 
Desc r ibes t h e Uni ted Front Min i s t ry of Mr. EMS 
Namboodiripad h a s been i n power i n Kera la for t h e p a s t 
four months. The p r e - e l e c t i o n d e c l a r a t i o n and j o i n t 
s tand a l l th rough t h e p r e - p o l l s t r e s s e d b a r r i n g 
o c c a s i o n a l b r i c k - b a t s between t h e communist-Marxist 
and t h e i r b lood b r o t h e r s o f t h e CPi promised a thmping 
majo r i ty for t h e F ron t , and excep t ing a few misguided 
p o l i t i c a l obse rves everyone i n Kera l a was v i r t u a l l y 
c e r t a i n t h a t a Front Min i s t ry would come and s t ay in 
power. 
144. LIETEN (George K r i s t o f f e l ) . P r o g r e s s i v e s t a t e governments : 
An assessment of f i r s t communist Min i s t ry i n K e r a l a . 
Economic and P o l i t i c a l Weekly; 14, 1; 1979, January , 6; 
29-38 . 
The present article is meant to give an idea of 
the first communist ministry in Kerala. Generally the 
i:o 
conclusion is a positive one, since real progress was 
made in various fields. The overthrw of the Namboodiripad 
ministry, however, undid many of these positive steps, 
though not all. The high level political consciousness 
j_n Kerala and the constant political and trade union 
pressure on the ruling classes could not be undone. 
145. NIHAL SINGH (S) . Anatomy of politics in Namboodiripad* s 
Kerala. Statesman? 132, 267 544; 1969, October, 31? 8. 
Kerala crisis poses two problems. One is the 
relationship between the two communist parties and the 
other is the broader question of the viability of United 
Front governments. The first question has to be looked 
at in the peculiar environment of politics in Kerala. 
-/-/-/-v DEFEATED 
146. BREAK-UP IN Kerala. Times of India? 131, 298; 1969, 
October, 25? 6. 
Edi tor ia l descr ibes EMS Ministry defeated in the 
s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e . Kera la ' s Chief Minister , Mr. EMS 
Namboodiripad, resigned following h i s government's 
defeat in the s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e . His act ion ended the 
31 month-old non Congress United Front regime which 
was swept to power in a l ands l ide v ic tory in 1967. 
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• - , - , - , - , EXIT 
147.NATURE OF the chal lenge. Mainstream; 8, 9; 1969, 
November, 1; 5-6. 
The e d i t o r i a l in Mainstream on the need of United 
Fronts to meet the challenge r e f l e c t s the general concern 
among progressive c i r c l e s in India over the c r i s i s in 
the ru l ing coa l i t i on in Kerala, r e s u l t i n g in the ex i s t 
of Sri EMS Namboodiripad's minis t ry . 
148. SURENDRAN (C) . Kerala: Warning for Lef t . Mainstream; 8, 15; 
1969, December, 13; 34-3 5. 
The recent p o l i t i c a l developments in Kerala have 
given b i r t h to the inev i t ab l e controversy as to who 
shoulder the blame for them. While the CP(M) accuses 
CPI and other par tners of the minifront for the toppl ing 
of the Namboodiripad government, the C P I charges the 
CP(M) with Big-Brother a t t i t u d e as being respons ib le 
for the u l t imate col lapse of the Unit F r o n t se t up in 
1967. 
1 ) O 
I I I 
- , - , - , SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
149. KERALA PICTURE. Statesman; 124, 2482; 1979, October , 
14; 6 : 2 . 
Formation of K e r a l a ' s t e n t h Min i s t ry could make 
t h e beg inn ing of a long de layed , P o l a r i z a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l 
f o r c e s . An arrangement whereby t h e CPI(M) C?I and RSP 
e re ranged a g a i n s t what might be d e s c r i b e d as t h e s o c i a l 
democra t ic p a r t i e s can only c l a r i f y t h e s i t u a t i o n and 
h e l p v o t e r s t o make up t h e i r minds . 
- , - , KLA, BALAKRISKNA PILLAI (R) , DISQUALIFICATION 
150. ARAVINDAKSHAN (p) . T e s t i n g t r i a l : Defec t ion c a s e : MLA 
V. Speaker. Vfeek; 8, 4 ; 1990, January , 2 1 ; 22 -23 . 
Former Minis te r R. B a l a k r i s h n a P i l l a i began h i s 
p o l i t i c a l c a r ee r i n a b l a z e of c o n t r o v e r s y , he was 
a l l e g e d l y underaged when he became on MLA. Controversy 
cont inued t o be an i n s e p e r a b l e bed - fe l low dur ing h i s 
30 year cl imb up and down power and now he i s t o become 
the f i r s t l e g i s l a t o r t o be t r i e d by t h e speaker under 
t h e a n t i - d e f e c t i o n law. 
1 >T 
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151. PRABHAKARAN (G) . D i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n of MLA Kicks up a row. 
Link: 32, 2 5; 1990/ January , 28? 3 0 - 3 1 . 
D i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n of R. B a l a k r i s h n a P i l l a i as a 
member of t h e Kera la Assembly for d e f e c t i o n by speaker 
Varka la Radhakr ishnan. I t h a s un leashed a major con t rove r sy 
i n t h e s t a t e . 
- , - , NABI BIRTHDAY, CELEBRATION, RIOTS, ALLEPPY 
152. JOHN (Bino K) . Kera la f a l l s t o communal f u r y . Sunday; 
10, 27; 1983, January , 9; 4 4 . 
Kera la wi tnessed a spa te of v i o l e n c e and communal 
fury between 28 December 1982 and 1 January 1988. I r a t e 
Mobs of Muslims he ld h a r t a l s i n p r o t e s t a g a i n s t an 
e a r l i e r i n c i d e n t of p o l i c e f i r i n g i n AHepey, as an 
Id p roce s s ion was be ing t aken o u t . The I n d i a n Union 
Muslim League t h r e a t e n s t o q u i t t h e r u l i n g f r o n t . 
153. MARXISTS USE Muslims t o s t age a h o l o c a u s t . O r g a n i s e r : 
34, 34; 1983, January , 9; 1,4. 
Muslim p r o c e s s i o n was p a s s i n g th rough Appeppey 
i n c e l e b r a t i o n of t h e N abi b i r t h d a y . Nobody knows what 
happened when t h e p o l i c e opened f i r e . A young man named 
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Kabir f e l l dead. Some p rocess ion i s t asked the po l ice to 
stay away and not to escor t them. This led to an argument 
and to v io lence . 
- , - , NAXALITES 
EXTREMIST CHALLENGE in Kerala. Hindustan Times? 14, 273; 
1968, November, 28; 7. 
Describes the government's f a i l u r e to p ro tec t the 
people against organized violence by the Naxal i tes , i t s 
i n a b i l i t y to t ack le the Thali temple ag i t a t ion which 
aroused communal fee l ings and i t s continued defiance of 
the centre on the issue of prosecution of the government 
employees who pa r t i c ipa t ed in the token s t r i k e add to 
the lengthy catalogue of grievance against the ru l ing 
United Front . 
HUNTING WITH the hound. Financial Express? 16, 329; 
1990, March, 7 ;7 . 
Ed i to r ia l descr ibes the Naxal i tes at tack the 
Cochin stock exchange. The argument t h a t Kerala i s being 
bled While by the opera t ions on the Cochin Stock Exchange 
made l i t t l e sense. The public who invest in these compani 
i s now turning t o the safar and moreproductive option of 
investments in shares and s e c u r i t i e s of mainstream f i rms. 
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156. MENON (Venu). N a x a l i t e s : Second-c lass p r i s o n e r s . Sunday; 
11, 34; 1984, March, 25; 4 6 - 4 7 . 
Desc r ibes p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e d i s c r i m i n a t o r y 
p o l i c i e s of t h e s t a t e government and t h e j a i l a u t h o r i t i e s 
towards N a x a l i t e p r i s o n e r s . 
- , - , OPPOSITION, NAYANAR (EK) 
157. MENON (Venu) . UDP s u r v i v e s stormy budget se s s ions Sunday; 
11 ,33; 1984, March, 18; 48 , 50. 
The o p p o s i t i o n l eade r E.K. Nayanar t r a i l e d by 
o the r o p p o s i t i o n members s taged a walkout of t h e Assembly 
demanding t h e r e s i g n a t i o n s of Karunafcaran and Rav i . 
_ , - , PARTIES, ALLIANCE, CONGRESS(l) and MUSLIM LEAGUE 
158. SEN (Mohit) . In League with oppor tunism. Economic and 
Weekly? 8, 46; 1973, November, 17; 20 50. 
I t might well be t h e count--down l e a d i n g t o t h e 
end of t h e Congress-Muslim League a l l i a n c e i n K e r a l a . 
By drawing a f i n e l i n e between t h e purpor t ed s ecu l a r i sm 
of t h e League in Kera la and i t s communal c h a r a c t e r 
e lsev;here , I n d i r a Gandhi has served n o t i c e on i t s 
Kera la based l e a d e r s h i p t o choose between sha r ing power 
i n Kera la and ex tending i t s a c t i v i t i e s t o U t t e r Pradesh 
and o ther s t a t e s . I t a l so g i v e s d e s c r i p t i o n about Muslim 
League. 
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- , - , - , ALIGNMENT 
159. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Emergence of Third Force. Llrrk? 25, 42; 
1983, June, 5; 13-14. 
Daring these days of Mey l a s t year , Kerala was 
r id ing the c r e s t of an Assembly e lec t ion storm, only to 
s e t t l e for an uneasy power balance and unpredic table play 
of forces in the p o l i t i c s of a l l i ance the s t a t e has dome 
s e t t l e fo r . 
- - - BJP 
160. MATHUR (Girish) . BJP s t ra tegy in Kerala . Mainstream? 
20, 36; 1982, May, 8; 7 -8 . 
The Bharatiya Jana ta Party i s f i e ld ing 63 candidates 
for the 140 member Kerala Assembly, while the CPI(M) has 
put up 51 and Congress(I) 3 5 on t h e i r own par ty symbols. 
The CPI(M) i s leading the Left-Democratic Front^(LDF)^ 
which, includes seven other p a r t i e s , and the Cbngress(I) 
has forged the United Democratic Front (UDF) embracing 
ten other p a r t i e s ; the two Fronts are contes t ing a l l 
the s e a t s . The BJP however has no a l l i e s . 
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- , - , - , COMMUNIST MARXIST PARTY, RAGHAVAN (MV) 
161. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . New r e d banner : Raghavan ' s p a r t y u s e s 
t h e CPI(M) %\&3 and t h e 1964 document. Wgek; 4 , 34; 1986, 
August, 10; 4 0 - 4 1 . 
The scena r io was d i f f e r e n t a t T r i chur where t h e 
r e b e l s had ga the red for a convent ion t o launch t h e new 
p a r t y . Even t h e w i l d e s t e x p e c t a t i o n s of t h e r e b e l l e a d e r s 
were surpassed when young, e n e r g e t i c p a r t y workers began 
f l o c k i n g t o t h e town Hal l from a l l p a r t s of t h e s t a t e . 
The p a r t y was Chr i s t ened communist Marxis t Pa r ty (CMP). 
162. PRABHAKARAN (G) . "My expu l s ion was undemocra t i c " , 
Raghavan. Link; 28, 42? 1986, J u l y , 20; 19-20. 
I would remain a Marxis t communist and f i g h t 
a g a i n s t t h e e s t ab l i shmen t i n t h e CPi(M) . I am f i g h t i n g 
a g a i n s t t h e r e v i s i o n i s m adopted by t h e p a r t y l e a d e r s 
which i s l i q u i d a t i n g t h e p a r t y i n K e r a l a . 
163. KARTHA (Hari S) . F r e e - f o r - a l l drama. F i n a n c i a l Express ; 
14, 131; 1987, J u l y , 7; 4 . 
I t a l l s t a r t e d when Mr. M.V. Raghavan t h e lone 
member of t h e Communist Marxis t P a r t y , which he founded, 
i n t h e House, ob j ec t ed t o t h e s t a t e c o o p e r a t i o n m i n i s t e r , 
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Mr. Ramakrishnan 's o u t r i g h t d e n i a l of c h a r g e s of l a r g e 
s c a l e bogus v o t i n g in t h e r e c e n t l y h e l d e l e c t i o n s t o 
t h e Di rec tor Board of t h e AKG Memorial H o s p i t a l a t 
Cannanore. P r io r t o t h e e l e c t i o n t h e Board was 
c o n s t i t u t e d by Mr. Raghavan and h i s CPM comrades . In 
t h e l a s t e l e c t i o n s , Marxis t nominees won a l l t h e s e a t s . 
164. KARTHA (Hari S) . Red t r i a n g l e . F i n a n c i a l Express? 13, 
158; 1986, August, 6? 4 . 
Kera la l a s t week wi tnessed t h e b i r t h of y e t 
another communist p a r t y , t h e communist M a r x i s t , p a r t y 
(CPM) . The founder s e c r e t a r y , Mr. M.V. Raghavan, was 
r e c e n t l y expe l l ed from t h e communist p a r t y of I n d i a 
(Marxist) . Though, i t would be an e x a g g e r a t i o n t o 
s t a t e t h a t t h e format ion of CMP marks a v i r t u a l s p l i t 
i n CPM. 
- , - , - , COMMUNISTS, COMMUNISM 
165. GOVINDAN NAIR (MN) . Communists and communalism i n 
Ke ra l a . Mainstream; 22, 2; 1983, September, 10; 9 -10 . 
With t h e s e r i o u s ou tb reak of communalism in 
Kera la i n r e c e n t y e a r ' s , t h e r e h a s s t a r t e d a c e r t a i n 
amount of h e a r t s ea r ch ing i n a t l e a s t some s e c t i o n s 
of p o l i t i c a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e i n t h e s t a t e . 
1L\» 
_ , - , - , - , LEFT VERSUS RIGHT 
266. FEUDING IN Kerala. Hindustan Times; 14, 148; 1968, May, 
31; 7 . 
Describes the e d i t o r i a l feuding between the two 
communist p a r t i e s in Kerala i s talcing weirder forms as 
i t becomes more b i t t e r . The l e f t communists in p a r t i c u l a r 
have abandoned a l l r e s t r a i n t . The r i g h t communists have 
reacted angri ly t o these charges and have l i s t e d in 
t h e i r tu rn ; t he misdemeanours of the l e f t communists. 
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- , - , - , CONFLICT, CPI(M) jnd GOVERNOR 
167. PRABHAKARAN (G) . CPI(M) faces rough', weather in Kerala. 
Link; 31, 21; 1989, January, 1; 27-28. 
Describes the conf l i c t between the government 
and Governor. Kerala has been passing through one of 
i t s most d i f f i c u l t per iods for the l a s t one year . I t 
i s r ee l ing under an unprecedented economic c r i s i s 
affecting every avenue of l i f e . The s i t ua t i on i s so 
acute t ha t the s t a t e government f inds i t d i f f i c u l t to 
meet even i t s day-to-day a f f a i r s . Developmental works 
and socia l welfare measures have come to a stand s t i l l . 
Lifl 
- , - , - , CONGRESS(I) 
168.CHITTA RANJAN (CN) . Bur lesque in K e r a l a . Mainstream; 
20, 24; 1982, February, 13; 4 . 
Kera la h a s been under a cou r se of i n s t a b i l i t y 
and confusion for a long t i m e , hav ing wi tnessed t h e 
r i s e and f a l l of a l a r g e number of m i n i s t r i e s , t h e 
p r e s e n t Congress(I ) led team be ing t h e t w e l f t h . 
_ , - , _ , - , .and MUSLIM LEA3UE 
169. KARTHA (Hari S) . Divided they s t a n d . F i n a n c i a l Express ; 
13, 322; 1987, January , 28; 4 . 
P o l i t i c a l o b s e r v e r s i n Kera la see i n t h e c u r r e n t 
go ings -on , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e sabre r a t t l i n g by t h e 
s t a t e u n i t of t h e Indian Union Muslim League, an 
o p p o r t u n i t y for t h e Congress ( l ) t o f r e e t h e p o l i t i c s 
of t h e s t a t e from t h e benefu l c l u t c h e s of communalism. 
- , - , - , - v CHIEF MINISTER, KARUNAKARAN (K) 
170. VINU ABRAHAM. Tenuous t r u c e : CM bows t o p r e s s u r e from 
p a r t n e r s . .Week; 10, 13; 1992, March, 22; 22 . 
The up fo ld ing e v e n t s i n t h e Congress( I ) shows 
t h a t Chief Min i s t e r K a r u n a k a r a n ' s v i c t o r y i n t h e 
13? 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l p o l l s was p y s r h i c . In t h e l a t e s t ep isode 
of t h e v i c i o u s f a c t i o n f i g h t , he not on ly su f f e red a 
h u m i l i a t i n g o r d e a l bu t a l so had t o concede a c r u c i a l 
demand which he had been ma in t a in ing was n o n - n e g o t i a b l e . 
_ , _ , - , - . , COMMUNALISM 
171 . MENON (Venu) . Congress(I ) woos t h e Ezhavas. Sunday; 
11, 25; 1984, January , 22; 53-54. 
The Congress(I ) which p layed a l e a d i n g r o l e i n 
communalising t h e p o l i t i c s of t h e s t a t e . A l o n g - s t a n d i n g 
demand of t h e ezhavas h a s been t o make t h e b i r t h day 
of Sree Narayana Guru a n a t i o n a l h o l i d a y . 
- , _ , _ , _ , ELECTION, ORGANISATIONAL 
172. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Code of conduct for Congress M i n i s t e r s . 
L ink: 34, 16; 1991, December, 1; 14. 
Desc r ibes t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n a l e l e c t i o n s i n t h e 
Congress , r i v a l r y between t h e f a c t i o n s l ed by t h e Chief 
Min is te r K. Karunakaran and t h e p radesh Congress 
committee (I) p r e s i d e n t A . K . Antony has reached i t s 
f e v e r i s h p i t c h l ead ing i n t o open p h y s i c a l c l a s h e s and 
s t a t e m e n t s by t h e t o p o f f i c e b e a r e r s themse lves 
c r i t i c i s i n g each o the r of i n d i s c i p l i n e and a n t i - p a r t y 
a c t i v i t i e s . 
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_ , _ , _ , - . , FACTIONS, ANTONY (AK) .and KARUNAKARAN (K) 
173. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Wave of s p l i t s ; I n t h e Congress ( l ) ' s 
NGO and s tuden t wing. Week; 4 , 33; 1986, August, 3 ; 34 . 
D i s sens ions are now wrecking t h e Congress ( I ) . The 
ongoing f i g h t between t h e A.K. Antony group and t h e 
Karunakaran l o y a l i s t s h a s gained f u r t h e r momentum thanks 
t o t h e approaching e l e c t i o n s t o t h e assembly and p a r t y 
forums. The; only p o i n t of agreement i n Congress(A) i s 
l o y a l t y t o Antony who c o n s i d e r s h imse l f lucky t o be 
away. 
- , - , - , _ , FACTIONS 
174. MENON (Venu) . C o n t r o v e r s i a l c a b i n e t r e s h u f f l e . Sunday: 
11, 8; 1983, September, 11; 4 5-46. 
Controversy between Karunakaran group and Antony 
g roup . Congress (I) s e c r e t a r y Karuppiah t-feopanar 
a r r i v e d h e r e f o r s e t t l e m e n t t h i s problem. 
175. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Another blow t o UDF. j , i n l < 7 2 8 , 24; 1986, 
March, 23; 19-20. 
Desc r ibes t h e problem with Congress i n Kera la i s 
t h e i n f i g h t i n g w i th in t h e p a r t y between two e r s t w h i l e 
f r a c t i o n s - t h e o r i g i n a l Congress ( l ) and t h e Antony g roup . 
m 
176. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Kerala Congress f ac t ions in the par ty 
e l e c t i o n s , fcink; 34, 26; 1992, February, 9; 12. 
Describes Karunakaran Anthony fac t iona l p o l i t i c s 
surfaced in the recent o rganisa t iona l e l e c t i o n s . The 
future of the Congress i s hinged on Congress consol ida-
t ion , which wi l l depend on e lec t ion r e s u l t s at the 
cen t re . 
177. ViNU (Abraham) . Coming t o a head:Congress(I) f ac t ipns 
gear up for a showdown. Week? 10, 18? 1992, April , 26; 
23-24. 
After a sullen t ruce , h o s t i l i t i e s have been 
resumed in the Congress(I) . The Muslim League and the 
Kerala Congress (Mani) had brokered the peace deal to 
prevent the aggressive opposi t ion led by the CPl(M) 
from taking advantage during the budget session of the 
assembly. But, the day the session was over in ear ly 
April , Chief Minister K. Karunakaran and a rch - r iva l 
A.K. Antony were once again daggers drawn. 
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178. VINU ABRAHAM. Divide deepens: A gang-up against Karunakaran. 
Week; 10, 9; 1992, February, 23; 20-21. 
The days of b i t t e r n e s s have not ended in the 
Congress (I) . The Karunakaran and Antony f ac t ions are 
s t i l l b a t t l i n g i t out even after the party s t ruc tu re 
has been revamped in the s t a t e . In the aftermath of 
h i s f a c t i o n ' s defeat in the organisa t iona l p o l l s , 
Antony's s t ra tegy has been to in tens i fy the b a t t l e 
with Karunakaran for more p o l i t i c a l t u r f . 
179. VINU ABRAHAM. Forcing a showdown: The Antony group goes 
a l l out to r e t a i n i t s i d e n t i t y . Week; 10, 11; 1992, 
March, 8; 26. 
Chief Minister K. Karunakaran had won the f i r s t 
round in the b a t t l e of a t t r i t i o n with the A.K.Antony 
group by coming up trumps in the organisa t ional p o l l s . 
But he i s hardly enjoying h i s v i c t o r y . 
180. VINU ABRAHAM. Those were the days. Week; 10, 41 ; 1992, 
October, 4; 38-42. 
I t i s the long shadow of events in Kerala t h a t 
has put a question mark over Karunakaran* s importance 
in Delhi . His opponents campaigned so hard t h a t t h e i r 
1 > " 
1 Jl) 
l e a d e r , A.K. Antony, came a scorch ing second i n t h e 
working committee e l e c t i o n s . I t was Karunakaran who 
ensured Antony 's de fea t i n t h e e l e c t i o n t o t h e PCC 
P r e s i d e n t s h i p . The sympathy wave for Antony was 
d e l e t e r i o u s for K-arunakaran' s p o l i t i c a l h e a l t h . 
_ , _ , - . , _ , PRESIDENT, ANTONY (AK> 
181 . ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . P o l l - s t a r r e r : Congress( I ) ' s show oc 
s t r e n g t h . Week; 7, 25; 1989, June , 11 ; 24 -25 . 
Desc r ibes t h e Congress h a s been t r y i n g hard t o 
recoup i t s s t r e n g t h . A.K, Antony was sent back t o t h e 
s t a t e as PCC(I) Chief . Antony was t o m o b i l i s e p u b l i c 
op in ion a g a i n s t t h e nonperforming Nayanar government 
whi le a t t h e same t ime expanding t h e mass suppor t of 
h i s p a r t y . 
182. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Waving a r ed r a g : M.M. Jacob f i n d s 
no suppor t . Week; 7, 40 ; 1989, September, 24; 23-24 . 
J a c o b ' s v e i l e d t h r e a t go t l i t t l e suppor t from 
h i s own par tymen. Only o p p o s i t i o n l e ade r K. Karunakaran 
advanced a h a l f - h e a r t e d defence of J a c o b ' s s t a t emen t 
u n d e r l i n i n g t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p o s i t i o n and t h e r i g h t 
I J I) 
of the centre to in tervene in the s i t ua t i on as i t 
existed in Kerala. But KPCC(l) pres ident A.K. Antony 
b lunt ly shot down the t h r e a t . The Congress did not 
ask for dismissal of the Nayanar government, he sa id . 
183. PILLAI (Sreedhar) . Turning Aggressive: Congress(l) takes 
Qn the Marxist. India Today; 12, 23; 1987, December, 15; 
59-60. 
A.K. Antony has in jected a new s p i r i t in the 
opposition United Democratic Front and put t he ru l ing 
Left Democratic Front on the defensive. In keeping 
with i t s aggressive mood. The s t a t e Congress(I) l eader -
ship has launched a campaign against the ant i -people 
and anti-democratic p o l i c i e s of the &DF government. 
- , - , - , CONGRESS (J) , JOSEPH (PJ) FAST 
184. KARTHA (Hari S) . on heady r e t r e a t . Financial Express? 
14, 228; 1987, October, 13; 4 . 
Mr. Achuthanandan* s announcement coincided with 
the launching of an i n d e f i n i t e f a s t by the Kerala 
Congress (I) leader , Mr. P . J . Joseph, in f ront of the 
government s e c t r e t a r i a t on October 2, and the holding 
of mass fas t by Congress(l) volunteers a l l over, the 
In-
s t a t e in p ro tes t against the LDF government's l igour 
policy . The par ty s e c r e t a r y ' s statement gave enough 
h in t t ha t the ru l ing Front had second thoughts on t he 
po l i cy . In a couple of days an o f f i c i a l n o t i f i c a t i o n 
regarding the withdrawal of the Excise M i n i s t e r ' s 
order was also i ssued. 
- , - , - , CONGRESS (R) .and CPI(M) 
185. DOOR AJAR in Kerala. Statesman; 121, 2489; 1971, September, 
2; 6 . 
Describes CPI(M) ' s r o l e in Kerala adds to the 
argument for a coa l i t i on and the Congress(R) i s hardly 
strengthening the p r inc ip l e of majority r u l e by demanding 
so lavish a share of the spo i l s of o f f ice or by continuing 
to hold the Chief Minister to ranson from the wings. 
- / - , - / CONGRESS(S), CHACKO (PC) 
186. KARTHA (Hari S) . Much ado about a name. Financial Express; 
13, 272; 1986, December, 8; 4 . 
There i s much in a name, according to Kera la ' s 
young Congress(S) leader . Mr. P.C. ChaCko, whose party 
s p l i t on Monday l a s t on the question of i t s merger with 
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t he Congress(l) . He a t taches grea t s ignif icance to t h e 
name Congress. With the Election Commission having refused 
to recognise the Congress (S) he pointed ou t . 
- , - , - , CPI .and CONGRESS(R) 
187. KERALA PATTERN. Statesman? 121, 2 512; 1971, September, 
29; 8. 
Ed i to r i a l ly poin ts out t h a t coa l t ion government in 
Trivandrum makes h i s to ry of a kind, a formal a l l i ance 
between the Congress(R) and the CPI no longer exc i t e s 
su rp r i s e . The Chief Minister , Mr. Achutha Menon, has 
drawn a t t en t ion to a common economic programme for 
Kerala; t he r e may be equally compelling reasons at 
the nat ional plane, not a l l of them necessa r i ly domestic 
for such a rapprochment. 
- , - , - , - , jnd. CPI(M) 
188. PRABHAKARAN (G) . CPI and CPI (M) at logger-heads. Link? 
30, 54? 1988, October, 23; 25. 
What has irked the Cpi a c t i v i s t s i s the f a l l 
claim made by Surjeet t ha t the CPI(M) which took shape 
after the s p l i t of the CPI, was the only par ty t h a t 
13.1 
refused to support a policy of class collaboration and 
that it was the only party among the developing countries 
which rose in strength after the twentieth party of the 
Soviet Union. 
-,-,-, CPI(M) 
189. KHANNA (KC) . Red Tact ics in Kerala: 1-Marxists Begin t o 
pu l l punches. Times of Ind ia ; 130, 18 5; 1968, July 6; 6 : 3 . 
Since Telessgana the communist movement in Ind ia 
has been t ry ing to reconci le revolut ionary theory with 
parliamentary p r a c t i c e . *n 19 57 the communist par ty was 
uni ted the advent of i t s regime in Kerala could be 
r a t i ona l i s ed as a t r a n s i t i o n a l phase in a long term 
s t ra tegy of i n su r r ec t ion . But the triumph of t he 
communist-sponsored United Front in the s t a t e during 
the l a s t general e lec t ion has turned the process in to 
a to r tuous exerc i se . 
190. PRABHAKARAN (G) . CPI(M) g r i l l e d for Nadapuram v io lence . 
Lin*; 30, 58; 1988, November, 13-20; 35-36. 
The CPI(M) de l i be ra t e ly t r i e d to sus ta in the muth 
of feudal exp lo i ta t ion in the minds of the workers t o 
l t O 
perpetuate the p a r t y ' s hold over them. The Muslims of the 
area with some exceptions, are mainly in t he Muslim 
League. There were attempts t o pro jec t the c l a s s conf l i c t 
as a communal one. 
191. SEN (Mohit) . Quiet in Kerala. Economic and P o l i t i c a l 
Weekly? 7, 38; 1972, September, 16; 1910. 
I t looks as i f quiet has descended on Kerala. The 
ra ther f a r c i a l "land grab" ag i t a t ion of the CPI (M) ended 
on the same whimpejring note on which i t began. And the 
education or r a the r , col lege c r i s i s ended with the 
democratic forces having made some advance. 
- / - , - / - / e f f e c t o f VIVEKANANDA 
192. VARMA (Kewal) . Reds change guard. Sunday? 14, 17; 1987, 
March, 21; 22-28. 
Could you have ever imagined t h a t an Indian 
communist would swear by Swami Vivakananda? Yes, EMS 
Namboodiripad i s doing i t . A two hour e l ec t ion documen-
ta ry of t he CPi(M) s t a r t s with Vivekanahda* s famous 
saying on casteism in Kerala: "Kerala has become a 
luna t ic asylum". Karunakaran i s a l i a b i l i t y for the 
Congress(I) . In an opinion p o l l , only s i x percent 
opined t h a t Karunakaran was a good Chief Minis ter . 
14! 
.., -,-•;-.-, MINISTER, NAIR (MN GOVINDAN) 
193. RAMJI. Bhoodan: Cpi b r a n d . F r o n t i e r ; 5, 36; 1972, 
December, 16; 5-6. 
Kera la i s in t h e g r i p of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y v e r s i o n s 
of V i n o b a j ' s v i n t a g e Bhoodan Movement. T h i s , known as 
t h e one lakh houses scheme. Though up and j e t - p r o p e l l e d 
bY t h e CPI l eader and M i n i s t e r s , Mr. M.N. Govindan Nair 
i s g e t t i n g support from a l l s e c t i o n s of v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s . 
_ , _ , _ , . . , NAMBOODIRIPAD (EMS) 
194. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Comrades a t war: Spec t re of q l a s n o s t 
h a u n t s CPI(M) . Week; 6, 39; 1988, September, 18; 22 -23 . 
Ronadive, who from t h e beg inn ing of t h e p e r e s t -
r o i k a deba te , was t a l k i n g a language d i f f e r e n t from t h a t 
of EMS Namboodiripad, r e s e r v e d h i s b i t t e r e s t comments 
for t h e Soviet r e j e c t i o n of t h e s t a l i n h e r i t a g e . 
Namboodiripad sa id t h e c e n t r a l committee had g e n e r a l l y 
welcomed t h e changes in t h e Soviet Union and was i n 
complete agreement on t h e need for r e s t r u c t i n g in 
s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . He d i smissed Ronadive* s o u t b u r s t 
as j u s t another i n s t a n c e of g l a s n o s t . 
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_ , . . , _ , - , RAGHAVAN, EXPELLED 
195. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Reds s p l i t aga in : Expelled l e ade r 
forms new communist p a r t y . Week; 4 , 32; 1986, August, 
2; 32 -33 . 
The r e c e n t c o n v u l s i o n s i n t h e Kera l a u n i t o f t h e 
CPI(M) w i l l soon see t h e b i r t h of y e t another communist 
o f f s p r i n g . M.V. Raghavan, t h e expe l l ed Marxis t l e a d e r , 
has mustered enough courage and mobi l i sed enough man-
power t o usher i n t h e new baby by t h e end of J u l y , 
Upse t t i ng , t h e c a l c u l a t i o n s of t h e CPI(M) l e a d e r s h i p , 
which was almost deluded i n t o b e l i e v i n g t h a t t h e 
d i s c i p l i n a r y a c t i o n a g a i n s t Raghavan would not cause 
even a whimper. Raghavan was g e t t i n g h e l p from Congress 
l e a d e r s , charged EMS Raghavan i s a r ay of hope for 
Karunakaran, sa id Achudanandan. 
196. PRABHAKARAN (G) . CPI(M) s p l i t i n Kera la : Search for 
a l t e r n a t i v e . Link; 28, 42 ; 1986, J u l y , 20; 17-18. 
The suspens ions and expu l s ions of some of t h e 
top l e a d e r s i n c l u d i n g M.V. Raghavan have un leashed a 
c o n t r o v e r s y . Raghavan*s expu l s ion did not come as a 
s u r p r i s e a s he had been under c o n s t a n t a t t a c k from t h e 
o f f i c i a l l e a d e r s h i p . In t h e c h a r g e - s h e e t i s s u e d t o him, 
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he has been accused of i n d u l g i n g i n f a c t i o n a l i s m a p a r t 
from p r e s e n t i n g an a l t e r n a t i v e document i n t h e p a r t y 
confe rence . Raghavan's d e t a i l e d r e p l y t o i t i s a s t rong 
ind ic tment a g a i n s t t h e o f f i c i a l l e a d e r s h i p . 
- , - , - , INDIAN UNION MUSLIM LEAGUE 
197. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . IUML s t a y s wi th UDF. Week; 2, 47; 1984, 
November, 11; 37-39 . 
I t looked mys t e r ious t h a t an ac togena r i an Muslim 
r e l i g i o u s scholar and sympath iser of t h e r u l i n g I n d i a n 
Union Muslim League (IUML) should be f e l l e d by unknown 
a s s a i l a n t s t h e day t h e Kera la u n i t of t h e IUML was 
expected t o t a k e a c r u c i a l d e c i s i o n . And t h a t was on i t s 
cont inued p a r t n e r s h i p with t h e Congress (I) i n t h e s t a t e . 
Though t h e murder of t h e h i g h l y r e s p e c t e d p r i n c i p a l of 
an Arabic Col lege took p l a c e i n Quilon only hour s be fo r e 
t h e s t a t e c o u n c i l of t h e League was t o meet i n Cochin 
for i t s two-day e x e r c i s e and though t h e Congress( I ) . 
Home Min i s t e r V a ya la s Ravi could not immediately t r a c e 
a connec t ion between t h e two e v e n t s t h e s u s p i c i o n s were 
s t rong enough. 
14 t 
198. MENON (Venu) . w m t h e Muslim League be r e s u r r e c t e d . 
Sunday; 11, 14; 1983, November, 6; 49 -50 . 
The dea th of C.H. Mohammad Kbya make many problems 
i n Ind ian u n i o n Muslim League because t h e s e l e c t i o n of 
successor t o Mohammed Koya. Naha ' s s e l e c t i o n was not 
smooth, i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e IUML w i l l s p l i t on t h i s 
i s s u e . 
- , - , - , JANATA DAL 
199. ARAViNDAKSHAN (P) . Breaking p o i n t : I r e over Vp* s nominees . 
Week; 7, 22; 1989, May, 2 1 ; 2 1 . 
Desc r ibes f a c t i o n s and p e r s o n a l i t y c l a s h e s i n 
J a n a t a Dal i s now s p l i t t i n g i t s Kera la u n i t down t h e 
middle . 
- , _, - , KERALA CONGRESS 
200. BORROWED TIME. Statesman; 124, 29 57; 1979, J u l y , 20; 6 : 2 . 
E d i t o r i a l d e s c r i b e s f a c t i o n a l r i v a l r i e s i n t h e 
Kera la Congress have p laced a ques t ion mark over t h e 
f u t u r e of t h e s i x - p a r t y c o a l i t i o n government i n which 
i t i s t h e second l a r g e s t c o n s t i t u e n t . K . M . Mani demanded 
t h e d i s m i s s a l ofi t h e Food M i n i s t e r , who be longs t o 
P . J . J o s e p h ' s group in t h e p a r t y . 
US 
201. PKG. Communal p a r t i e s and c r i s i s of c o a l i t i o n p o l i t i c s . 
Economic and P o l i t i c a l Weekly? 22, 12; 1987, March, 21? 
487-8. 
Describes the Kerala Congress, which was formed 
primari ly to project the i n t e r e s t s of Chr i s t i ans of 
Central Tr&vancore. The Muslim League has of l a t e become 
more aggressive in support of Muslim fundamentalism. I t 
i s engaged in an a l l -Kera la ag i ta t ion in the name of 
the Shariat to deny the r i g h t of Muslim divorced women 
to get legal maintenance. 
202. pRABHAKARAN c(G) . Kerala Congress as tu te p o l i t i c a l move. 
Link; 28, 17; 1985, December, 1; 16. 
The Kerala Congress s ta r ted ag i t a t ion against the 
steep f a l l in p r ices of conconut and conconut o i l . I t 
make so many problems in ru l ing Democratic Fronts . 
203. PRABHAKARAN <(Q) . Merger p o l i t i c s . Link; 27, 32; 1985, 
March, 17; 21-22. 
Describes the Kerala Congress 's performance in 
the e l ec t i on . The United Kerala Congress has 15 MLAs in the 
s t a t e Assembly. This has helped i t push thelUML to take 
the t h i r d pos i t ion in the ru l ing front with 14 MLAs. 
Itfi 
204. PRATAP (Anita) . UDF r i f t over evic t ion i s s u e . Sunday? 
11, 2; 1983, August, 31; 51-52. 
Both the Kerala Congress (Joseph and Mani group) 
agi tated the evict ion of eneroachers on the fo res t ends. 
The Kerala Congress (J) has hinted at the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of even withdrawing from the c o a l i t i o n . 
- . , - ,_, .- , . . , MLA, BALAKRISHNA PILLAI (R) , DISQUALIFIED 
20 5. TRIAL FOR defect ion. Statesman; 129, 8909; 1990, January, 
22; 6 . 
Disqual i f icat ion of the Kerala Congress MLA 
R. Baiafcrishna P i l l a i from membership of the State 
Assembly i s by no means the f i r s t of i t s 'kind. 
- , - , - , - , - , SPLIT 
206. KARTHA (Hari S) . Spl i t syndrome. Financial Express; 13, 
315; 1987, January, 20; 4 . 
Sp l i t t i ng as i t grows and growing as i t s p l i t s 
have been the curious c h a r a c t e r i s t i c t r a i t of the 
church sponsored Kerala Congress in Kerala. The par ty 
i s now on the verge of yet another s p l i t as the s t a t e 
to the p o l l s in March. On present reckoning, the re wil l 
be once again two Kerala Congress. One led by the 
Revenue Minister, Mr. P . J . Joseph, and the other by the 
i r r i g a t i o n Minister Mr. K.M. Mani. 
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- , - , - , MUSLIM LEAGUE 
207. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Furore over foreigners :Undesirable 
a l iens get red carpet treatment thanks to the Muslim 
League. Week; 4, 15; 1986, March, 30; 32-33. 
The Leaguers would read i ly admit r ece ip t of l a r g e -
scale f inanc ia l help for a number of t h e i r cha r i t ab l e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s through the good officesof R i f a i . They 
would not also deny tha t the maio purpose of the v i s i t 
of the Kuwaitis was to assess for themselves how the 
funds pumped in by them were u t i l i s e d . 
208. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Return of Kuwait i ' s i s s u e : CPI(M) 
aims to gain p o l i t i c a l mileage out of i t . Week; 6, 14; 
1988, March, 27; 44-4 5. 
Vijayakumar, r a i s i ng the i s sue of the two 
unwelcome Kuwait i ' s in the assembly, demanded the 
prosecution of Karunakaran and Ahmed who according 
to him had committed an act of t reason . Ahmed, on 
the other hand, wants the government t o take 
action against him. 
14.S 
209. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Muslim League at c rossroads . Link; 
33, 37 ; 1991, April, 21; 27-28. 
Having been routed in the d i s t r i c t council e l e c t i o n s 
in Kerala, t he Muslim League snapped i t s tvjo-decade old 
associat ion with the Congress and wanted to jo in the Left 
Front . The Front wanted to have no trucXi with? at communal 
set-up and spurned the League's o f f e r . I t has re joined the 
Congree-led United Democratic Front . Despite Jawaharlal 
Nehru terming the League as a 'dead horse* the Congress 
digned i t s e l f with the League in the 1960 e lec t ion but 
did not share power with i t in the s t a t e . 
210. PRABHAKARAN(G). Unity of two Leagues h u r t s LDF. Link; 
27, 52; 1985, August, 4; 19-20. 
The opposit ion stands taken by the communist 
p a r t i e s and the Muslim League on the Supreme court verd ic t 
granting maintenance allowance to divorced Muslim wottvra 
and the controversy tha t followed in the name cf Shoriat 
has led the AM India Muslim League to quit the Left 
Democratic Front in Kerala. This Shariat problem helped 
the unity of two Leagues. 
U3 
211. RAJAPPA (S) . Congress disenchantment with the Leegue. 
Statesman; 123, 2328; 1973, June, 25; 6. 
Describes the Congress make coa l i t i on with Muslim 
League. Confronted with embrassing s i t ua t i ons , the 
congress has resor ted to verbal jugglery to explain away 
i t s t i e s with the Muslim League describing the s t a t s 
un i t of the league as a seperate, non-communal, non-
sectar ian and progressive par ty quite d i f fe ren t from 
the Indian Union Muslim League. 
212. RAJAPPA (S) . League's Role in the ru l ing Front . Statesman; 
123, 2591; 1973, February, 8; 6. 
Describes the ru l ing front more than i t s reduced 
majority in the Assembly i s the Muslim League's decision 
to withdraw Mr. Koya from the cabinet and send him to 
the Lok Sabha to safeguard the community's i n t e r e s t and 
f ight for i t s r i g h t s at the nat ional l e v e l , 
213. VINO ABRAHAM. Angry a l l i e s . Week; 10, 32; 1392, August, 
2; 46-48. 
Describes the remote-controlled Kerala government 
i s wracked by growing c o n f l i c t s . The f i r s t sign of the 
League's changed a t t i t u d e was seen in the Lok Sabha whan 
i ;~> o 
t h e two p a r t y MPs, E. Ahmed and Ebrahim Sulalman s a l t 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y dependable f r i e n d s of t h e Congress , 
abs t a ined from t h e v o t e on t h e no-conf idence motion 
t o p r o t e s t t h e c e n t r e ' s s tand on Ayodhya. 
_, - , _, , .and KERALA CONGRESS 
214. PILLAI (Sreedhar) . C u t t i n g t o s i z e . I n d i a Today? 11, 3; 
1986, February , 15; 6 9 . 
For Namboodiripad t h e ac t i on a g a i n s t h e r e t i c s l i k e 
M.V. Ragavan i s y e t another s t e p forward i n h i s campaign 
a g a i n s t communal p o l i t i c s . The CPI(M) does not want t o 
mortgage i t s p r e s t i g e by a l i g n i n g i t s e l f with communal 
p a r t i e s li lce t h e Muslim League and Kera la Congress . 
_ , _ , _ , _ _ , ATTITUDE, NAMBOODIRIPAD (EMS) 
215. KARTHA (Hari S) . Namboodiripad t o t h e r e s c u e . F i n a n c i a l 
Express : 10, 52; 1983, Apr i l , 18; 6 . 
For Namboodiripad to tafce a d i f f e r e n t s tand i s 
s t i l l a mys te ry . Perhaps he must have l ea rned l e s s o n s 
from h i s p a s t l i b e r a l a t t i t u d e t o t h e Muslim League. 
A s t rong s e c t i o n of t h e M a r x i s t s , do not favour a 
compromise with t h e Muslim League which they f e e l v.'ould 
only h e l p f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n t h e RSS and BJP in Kera la . 
la! 
- , .hold on MINORITIES 
216. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Love more, l i v e on. Weefr; 8 / 52; 1990, 
December, 23; 24-25. 
Describes s t ruggling to survive, Kerala l e f t i s t s 
r ev i se p o l i t i c a l s t ra tegy and the i r approach to p r i v a t e 
en t e rp r i s e . Marxists hope tha t Singh's popular i ty w i l l 
stand them in good stead in loosening the s tranglehold 
of the Muslim League over the minority community. They 
are also bui lding a to the Chr is t ian 
conimunity» 
_ , - , - , — , MERGER 
217. MERGER OP two Muslim League ce r t a in in a couple of months. 
Organiser;34, 4 5; 1983, March, 27; 5. 
Karunafcaran Ministry i s facing a new t h r e a t from 
the Muslim League. Efforts are on to bring both the 
Muslim League toge ther . The merger of Antony group in to 
the Congress(l) has reduced the propor t ionate s t rength 
of the Indian Union Muslim League in the UDF. 
I b 2 
- , _ , _ , — , PRESIDENT, THANGAL (SYED ABDURRAHIM BAFAKY) 
218. RAMJI. League b a s e s i t s f a n g s . F r o n t i e r ; 5, 25; 1972, 
September, 23; 5-6. 
Mr. Syed Abdurahman Bafaky Thangal , P r e s i d e n t of 
t h e Ind ian Union Muslim League, h a s c a s t a s i d e a l l t h e 
s e c u l a r i s t i c f i g l e a v e s , of h i s p a r t y and come ou t a s 
a c rusader for communal i n t e r e s t s . Those l i k e t h e CPI 
and t h e I n d i r a Congress i t s e l f , which had o p p o r t u n i s -
t i c a l l y absolved t h e League in Kera la of a l l communal 
t i n g e , now f i n d t h e i r words be ing t h r u s t down t h e i r 
t h r o a t s by t h e l e a g u e . 
- , - , - , — , SHARIAT 
219. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Anti-League t i r a d e . £eek; 2, 13; 1984, 
March, 18; 37 . 
Desc r ibe t h e EMS Namboodir ipad 's a t t a c k on t h e 
S h a r i a t and t h e Muslim p e r s o n a l law h i t h i s f r i e n d s 
more than h i s f o e s . Namboodiripad c o n c e n t r a t e d h i s 
f i r e on t h e two Muslim l e a g u e s , from seve ra l p l a t f o r m s 
dur ing t h e course of a f o r t n i g h t . The f a c t t h a t one 
f a c t i o n of t h e League has been a l l i e d with h i 3 p a r t y 
for over a decade now d id no t d e t e r him. And t h e a t t a c k 
was not c a s u a l . The t iming and t h e t a r g e t s were 
d e l i b e r a t e l y chosen. 
Lb 3 
- , - , - , — , SUPPORT, SINGH (VP) 
220. MUSLIM FACTOR. Statesman? 129, 9153; 1990, December, 3 ; 6 . 
I n d i a n Union Muslim League ex tend ing support t o 
Mr. V .p . Singh has u n d e r l i n e d t h e slow rea l ignmen t of 
p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s t h a t i s expected t o t a k e p l a c e in t h e 
coming weeks. IUML i s a member of t h e Congress ( I ) l e d 
United Democratic Front i n Ke ra l a . Congress (I) w i l l t r y 
i t s b e s t t o keep t h e IUML on i t s s i d e . 
-# -# -# NDP .and KERALA CONGRESS 
2 2 1 . ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . War of words . Week; 3 , 2 5 ; 1985, June , 
9; 31 -32 . 
The p o s s i b i l i t y of an NDP Kera la Congress a x i s 
emerging i n C e n t r a l Kera la gave t h e Congress ( l ) l e a d e r s 
s l e e p l e r s n i g h t s . Na t iona l Democratic P a r t y ' s h e a l t h 
Min i s t e r K.P. Ramachandran Nair had f i n a l l y accepted 
t o t h e Chief M i n i s t e r ' s r e q u e s t t o r e s i g n . With r e l a t i o n s 
between t h e Congress( l ) and t h e Kera la Congress a t t h e 
worst i n t h e wake of t h e youth Congress (I) campaign 
aga ins t r e g i o n a l p a r t i e s and i t s advocacy of s i n g l e -
pa r ty r u l e , t h e Kera la Congress war i n b e l l i g e r e n t 
mood. 
154 
- , - , - , PRAJA SOCIALIST PARTY 
222. COMMUNIST RULE in Kera la c r i t i c i z e d . Statesman? 123, 
253238; 19 57, November, 4 ; 6 . 
Descr ibes t h e e d i t o r i a l t h a t i n a r e s o l u t i o n on 
t h e s i t u a t i o n i n Kera la , adopted unanimously, t h e PSP 
Nat iona l General Council h a s c a t e g o r i c a l l y s t a t e d t h a t 
t h e apparent l o y a l t y of t h e communists t o a democra t ic 
form of government i s a mere expediency t o c o n s o l i d a t e 
and s t a b i l i z e t h e communist f o r c e s i n I n d i a . 
- , - , - , REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST PARTY 
223. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Agonised a n a l y s e s . Week? 3, 4 ; 1985, 
January , 13; 3 5. 
F r u s t r a t i o n i s brimming in t h e M a r x i s t - l e d f r o n t . 
Almost s imi l a r i s t h e p l i g h t of t h e o t h e r p a r t i e s who 
had d e s e r t e d t h e Congress camp t o b e f r i e n d t h e M a r x i s t s . 
The Revolu t ionary s o c i a l i s t p a r t y has had no r e p r e s e n -
t a t i v e i n t h e Lofc Sabha s i n c e i t spurned Congress 
f r i e n d s h i p and opted for l e f t i s t u n i t y . Thus whi le 
a l l t h e a l l i e s of t h e CPI(M) are having second t h o u g h t s . 
The Congress( I ) has been ab l e t o f u r t h e r c o n s o l l d s t s t h e 
UDF. 
1.J,") 
- , - , POLICE RAPE, THANKAMANI 
224. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . K i s sa Kera l a ka : Film on p o l i c e 
a t r o c i t y not c l e a r e d . Week; 5, 14; 1987, March, 22; 
12-13. 
The f i lm makes no mention of Thangamani or Chief 
Minis te r Karunakaran. But t h e scenes and d i a l o g u e l e a v e 
no one in doub t . The makers of t h e f i l m had t h e i r eyes 
o.n t h e assembly e l e c t i o n when choosing t h e theme of 
t h e f i l m and t h e t iming of i t s r e l e a s e . 
225. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Thangamani 's n i g h t of shame: Orgy 
of l o o t and rape-by pol icemen. Week; 4 , 26; 1986, 
November, 23 ; 2 0 - 2 1 . 
The r a p e of Thangamani was t h e l a t e s t in a 
s e r i e s of p o l i c e b r u t a l i t i e s a f t e r Chief Min i s t e r 
Karunakaran took over t h e p o l i c e p o r t f o l i o . Not l e s s 
than 31 women were moles ted, some gang- raped . The 
a s s a u l t was superv ised by an i n s p e c t o r . The Chief 
Min i s te r made t h e most c l a s s i c comment t h a t no 
women had produced a medical c e r t i f i c a t e t h e t she 
had been r a p e d . 
I J l) 
226. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Barbarism with a lega l support. Link; 
28, 59; 1986, November, 23; 21. 
The inc idents at Thankamani v i l l a g e in Idukki 
d i s t r i c t shocked the people of e n t i r e Kerala and r e a 
s t i l l r e e l s under hang over . Chief Minister K.Kar \nakaran 
said the Assembly l a s t week t h a t four p o l i c e o f f i c i a l s 
were suspended and criminal charges were f i l e d against 
them for t he i r alleged excesses at Thanksmanl. 
227. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Enquiry commission finds Kerala po l ice 
g u i l t y . Link? 30, 15; 1987, November, 15; 26-27. 
The repor t said t h a t from the f ac t s t ha t came 
before t he commission, t he re i s t r u t h in the alleged 
po l i ce excesses at Thankamani subsequent to the use of 
force and f i r i n g by the pol ice on October 22 l a s t year . 
Pol ice committed house t r e spas s , i l l e g a l detent ion of 
31 and caused wounds on t h e i r bodies . The commission 
found 14 top po l ice o f f i c i a l s gu i l t y of rape, assaul t , 
outraging the modesty of women, forc ibly enter ing 
the houses, wrong confinement of people. 
Iii7 
- , - , POLICE STATION, ATTACK, TELLICHERRY 
228. OJEERING THE p i t c h . Hindustan Times; 14, 271; 1968, 
November, 26; 9 . 
Desc r ibes f o r t y - e i g h t hou r s of an a t t a c h by an 
armed mob on a p o l i c e s t a t i o n i n T e l l i c h e r r y in K e r r l a , 
There h a s been . a s i m i l a r r a i d i n t h e another p o l i c e 
s t a t i o n some s i x t y mi l e s n o r t h of C a l i c u t . A t l e e s t four 
pe r sons K i l l e d i n t h i s a t t a c k . 
_ , - , POLICY, LIODUR, RUBBER 
229. TELLIS (Olga) . Crackdown on c o r r u p t i o n . Sunday; 14, 48 ; 
1987, October, 25; 37 . 
The l i q o u r and rubber b a r o n s f e e l t h e p inch of 
t h e new p o l i c y . The powerful l i q u o r lobby was t h e f i r s t 
t o t u r n a g a i n s t t h e communist a f t e r i t began t o f e e l t h e 
p inch of government ' s changed p o l i c y towards t h e 
f l o u r i s h i n g t r a d e . 
- , - , PRE-DEGREE BOARD 
230. PRABHAKARAN(G). Divided house on p r e - d e g r e e d e l i n k i n g . 
LJjii ; 28, 39; 1986, J u l y , 6; 19-20. 
Descr ibes t h e problems a r i s e d t h e d e c i s i o n t o 
form a p r e - d e g r e e b o a r d . The a g i t a t i o n a g a i n s t t h e 
luS 
d e l i n k i n g of t h e p r e - d e g r e e board , has been going on 
for over a month and has t aken a new t u r n wi th t h e 
o p p o s i t i o n p a r t i e s and t h e i r mass o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
j o i n i n g i t . 
231 . KARTHA (Hari S) . Unceremonious r e t r e a t . F i n a n c i a l 
Express? 13, 13 5; 1986, J u l y , 14; 4 . 
Mrs. Gandhi launched t h e i n d e f i n i t e f a s t on 
Wednesday morning in p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e a l l e g a d 
v i o l a t i o n by t h e s t a t e government of t h e t a r in of 
agreement on which t h e a g i t a t i o n by t h e U n i v e r a l t y 
s t a f f aga ins t t h e proposed p r e - d e g r e e board v;as 
c a l l e d of f . 
- , - , , STAFF and STUDENTS 
232. KARTHA (Hari S) . Who's p u l l i n g t h e s t r i n g s . F i n a n c i a l 
Express ; 13, 191; 1986, September, 9; 4 . 
Descr ibes t h e long s t r u g g l e by t h e u n i v e r s i t y 
s t a f f and s t u d e n t s a g a i n s t t h e proposed p r e - d a g r e e b o a r d . 
The Muslim League once again proved l s 3 t week i t s 
profound i n f l u e n c e on t h e Kera la Chief M i n i s t e r , M r . K. 
Karunakaran. The Congress( l ) strongman i s now forced 
t o have second t h o u g h t s on t h e proposed p r e - d e g r e a 
board on which he had so f a r been very adamant. 
10'J 
- , - , PREM NAZIR 
233. ASAD (A) . Prera Nazir to jo in Congress(l) . Sunday; 10, 
36; 1983, March, 27; 55-56. 
Prem Nazir announced at a recent publ ic meeting 
tha t he has f i na l ly decided to join p o l i t i c s . Prem 
Nazir* s entry in to the Congress(I) i s only a matter of 
time, claim the party l e ade r s . 
234. JOHN (Binoo) . If I declare a war, I w i l l win. Sunday; 
10, 47; 1983, June, 12-18. 
Describes the Prem Naz i r ' s p o l i t i c a l chances of 
success. A strong regional party and a strong s t a t e 
government wil l not in any way harm thefedera l s t r u c t u r e . 
We have uni ty in d ive r s i ty l i k e flowers of d i f fe ren t 
colours in the same garden. 
235. PRATAP (Anita) . Prem Nazir enter , Ke ra l a ' s s t a r s . Sunday; 
10, 47; 1983, June, 12-18; 20-23. 
The s tar -crossed p o l i t i c a l firmament of the 
south i s witnessing the emergence of yet another s t a r : 
Kera la ' s Prem Nazir who has acted in 600 f i lms . Recently, 
after an i l l u s t r i o u s film career spanning over t h r ee 
decades, the 54 year old matinee idol announced tha t 
i on 
he was farming h i s own regional p o l i t i c a l par ty to 
purify t he socio-economic, c u l t u r a l an<& p o l i t i c a l l i f e 
of the people of h i s s t a t e . 
..,.., PRESIDENT'S RULE 
236. ViSALAKSHl (NR) . P r e s i d e n t ' s r u l e in Kerala . Indian 
Journal of P o l i t i c a l Science; 27, 1; 1966, January-
55-68. 
Describes p r e s i d e n t ' s r u l e in Kerala has not been 
an unmixed b less ing desp i te the enthusiasm evinced in 
ce r t a in quar te rs in favour of i t . The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
for union government's in te rvent ion in Kerala a f f a i r s 
r e s t s squarely upon Central administrat ion as well as 
0 n s t a t e p o l i t i c s and i t s leader sh ip , 
- , - , PRISONERS 
237. AZAD. P o l i t i c a l pr i soners of Kerala. Frontier? 10, 9; 
1977, September, 3; 7. 
Describes p o l i t i c a l p r i soners of Kerala. The very 
purpose of j a i l s in a c l a s s society i s t o suppress those 
who defend i n t e r e s t s other than those of the ru l ing c l a s s . 
As in other s t a t e s , in Kerala also p o l i t i c a l p r i sone r s 
16"! 
are branded as criminals. In fact they do not even 
enjoy the rights of an ordinary prisoners. 
- , - , PRIVATE COLLEGES 
238. HOPE IN Kerala. Statesman; 122, 2436; 1972, August, 9; 6. 
Talks between the s t a t e government and the manage-
ments have completely broken down the c r i s i s i s not 
i n t r a c t a b l e . Brief ly, the main cause of the c r i s i s i 3 
the s t a t e government's decision to br ing down fee 
r a t e s in p r iva t e col leges to the l e v e l s in government-
run i n s t i t u t i o n s without increasing the grants in -a id 
to cover the r e su l t i ng d e f i c i t s . 
239. RAJAPPA (S), Paving the way to higher fees? Statesman; 
122, 2411; 1972, July, 11; 6. 
Describes the s t a t e i s facing a c r i s i s in higher 
education, pa r t l y as the r e s u l t of a confrontation 
between the government and the managements of p r i v a t e l y -
run co l l eges . Their fees are higher than those of the 
government and the student community has been demanding 
tha t t h i s d i spa r i ty should be removed. 
Iu2 
240. RAMJI. V ic to ry for church-NSS. F r o n t i e r : 5, 20; 1972, 
August, 26; 5-6, 
In t h e two and-a -ha l f month long unreso lved 
s t r u g g l e between t h e N a i r - C h r i s t i a n p r i v a t e Col lege 
managements and t h e s t a t e government, Mrs. Gandhi 
i n t e rvened as a mediator and her formula h a s conceded:^ 
v i c t o r y t o t h e c o l l e g e managements. The p r i v a t e c o l l e g e s 
which re fused t o obey t h e government and remained c lo sed 
for over two months have now opened a f t e r an agreement 
with t h e government on t h e I n d i r a formula which i s 
more f avourab le t o them than t h e i r own t e rms for an 
agreement. 
- , - , RESERVATIONS, ECONOMICALLY BACKWARD 
2 4 1 . ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . Sea t ing p rob lem:Rese rva t ion i s s u e as 
a p o l l b a r g a i n i n g c h i p . Week; 5, 10; 1987, February , 
22; 4 0 . 
The l a s t p o l i c y d e c i s i o n t aken by t h e government 
was t o announce 15 per cen t r e s e r v a t i o n for t h e 
economical ly backward bu t w i t h i n a few days i t had t o 
go back on i t s word under p r e s s u r e from Muslim League. 
The v o l t e f a c e h a s caused t h e e x i t of t h e Na t iona l 
Democratic p a r t y of t h e N a i r s from t h e r u l i n g f r o n t . 
i b 3 
- , - , - , EZHAVAS 
242. ARAVINDAKSHAN (P) . V.p. Singh r a l l i e s backward forward: 
Vfaich makes the going d i f f i c u l t for the CPI(M) and the 
Congress(l) , come the p o l l s . Week; 8, 47; 1990, November, 
18; 22-23. 
Describes the Backward c l a s ses Unity Forum had th2 
Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) of the 
numerically and p o l i t i c a l l y strong Ezhava Community as 
the propel l ing force . Two ers twhi le Congress l eaders 
found t h i s an occasion to sink t h e i r b i t t e r personal 
r i v a l r i e s so t ha t clannish sentiments could be e f fec t ive ly 
exploi ted . 
- , - , - , MUSLIMS 
243. MENON (Venu) . Spl i t in the ru l ing f ron t . Sunday; 12, 5; 
1984, November, 2 5; 6 5. 
The IUML seems to be breaking away from the UDF. 
The c r i s i s was the IUML's d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n with the 
implementation of the reserva t ion policy of the govt , 
which gives precedence in employment and promotions in 
government service to the Muslim and the backward 
c l a s s e s . 
l b - ; 
- , - , - , NADAR MAHATAN SANGHA, STRIKES 
244. JOHN (Biroo K) . Dispute wi thout End. Sunday; 12, 4 5; 
1985, September, 8; 58. 
Desc r ibes a s even -yea r s s t r i k e remains u n r e s o l v e d . 
The seven-year o ld s t r i k e by t h e Nadar Mahajan Sangha 
i n Kera la t o p r e s s for r e s e r v a t i o n i n p r o p o r t i o n t o 
t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n . 
- . , - , RIOTS, HINDU-CHRISTIAN 
24 5 . JOHN (Binoo ) and ASAD (A) . Kera la b e a r s t h e c r o s s of 
communalism. Sunday; 10, 48 ; 1983, June , 19; 5 2 - 3 . 
Descr ibes H indu-Chr i s t i an h o s t i l i t y sp reads 
between h i t h e r t o amicable p e o p l e . I t h a s a l so assumed 
s e r i o u s p o l i t i c a l o v e r t o n e s t h r e a t e n i n g t h e s t a b i l i t y 
of t h e year o l d United Democratic Front M i n i s t r y . 
-,-,
 r
° l e °f. RUBBER LOBBY 
246. KARTHA (Hari S) . Rubberised l i n k . F i n a n c i a l Express ; 
14, 243; 1987, December, 15; 4 . 
P o l i t i c s i n Kera la appears t o be i n t e r m i n a b l e 
l i nked t o t h e rubber lobby. The hue and c ry p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s of a l l hues , i n c l u d i n g t h e two communist p a r t i e s 
r a i s e whenever t h e r e i s a move t o import n a t u r a l rubber 
i s t h e more obv ious proof of t h i s s t r a n g e l i n k . 
Iu5 
- , - , UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
247. MENON (Venu) . UDF M i n i s t r y : I s t h e end n e a r . Sunday; 
11, 31 ; 1984, March, 4 ; 4 6 . 
The United Democratic Front Min i s t ry faced i t s 
l a t e s t c r i s i s when government employees and t e a c h e r s 
went on an i n d e f i n i t e s t r i k e over t h e i s s u e of i n t e r i m 
r e l i e f and bonus . 
248. PRATAP ( A n i t a ) . Can Karunakaran s u r v i v e . Sunday; 10, 36; 
1983 / March, 27; 36-37. 
The Congress(I) l ed United Democratic Front r ece ivec 
a severe drubbing at t h e hands of t h e CPI(M) in t h e r e c e n t 
Nemom b y e l e c t i o n i n K e r a l a . w i l l t h e Karunakaran g o v t . , 
which has been acused of i n e f f i c i e n c y , mal func t ion ing 
and ex t ravagance , complete i t s term i n o f f i c e . 
- , - , , - ^ d BJP 
249. ARAVINDAKSHAN(P) . Lessons for t h e LDF. Week; 6, 8; 1988, 
February, 14; 22-23 . 
Desc r ibe s t h e s e c r e t unde r s t and ing between t h e 
United Democratic Front and BJP stood exposed. The UDF 
owed q u i t e a few success i n t h e Malabar r e g i o n t o t h e 
BJP, which h a s emerged as a f o r c e t o reckon wi th in 
s t a t e p o l i t i c s . 
lofi 
_, _ , , PARTNERS, NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
250. KARTHA (Hari S) Somersault a l l t h e way. F i n a n c i a l 
Express; 13, 348; 1987, February , 2 3 ; 4 . 
Return of t h e Na t iona l Democratic Pa r ty t o t h e 
Congress(I) l ed United Democratic F ron t fo ld s e t s a t 
r e s t a major p o l l u n c e r t a i n t y f ac ing t h e r u l i n g c o a l i t i o n . 
The r e t u r n of NDP now i s a sequel t o t h e Chief Min i s t e r 
making y e t another p o l i t i c a l somersau l t . 
_ , - , , VERSUS LEFT DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
2 5 1 . PRABHAKARAN (G) . I t i s UDF Vs LDF. Link; 27, 19? 1984, 
December, 16; 22. 
Desc r ibes Lok Sabha e l e c t i o n s t h i s t ime a United 
and s t rong Congress( l ) s u p p o r t e r s by i t s powerful a l l i e s 
are f ac ing t h e December p o l l i n t h e s t a t e . With t h e 
amicable s e t t l e m e n t of s e a t s among t h e r u l i n g United 
Democratic Front p a r t n e r s t h e p a r t y ' s campaign has 
s t a r t e d i n f u l l swing. 
1 o ' 
- , _ , , VICTORY 
252. PRABHAKARAN (G) . Kera l a j o i n s mains t ream. Idrvk; 27, 22; 
1985, January , 6; 17-18. 
Desc r ibes t h e massive v i c t o r y of t h e Congress( I ) 
l ed United Democratic Front i n Kera la i s a mandate for 
t h e Unity and i n t e g r i t y of t h e n a t i o n . 
- , - , UNITED FRONT 
253. SIXES AND s evens in K e r a l a . Statesman; 121, 2 501; 1971, 
September, 16; 8 . 
E d i t o r i a l d e s c r i b e s n e g o t i a t i o n s between K e r a l a ' s 
four p a r t y United Front and t h e R e q u i s i t i o n i s t Congress 
have d e t e r i o r a t e d i n t o unabashed hagg l ing over t h e s i z e 
of t h e c a b i n e t and t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of p o r t f o l i o s . 
- , - , , ADMINI STRATI ON 
254. RAMJI. Team of f i d d l e r s . F r o n t i e r ? 5, 44 ; 1973, February , 
10; 7 - 8 . 
The s t y l e and s p i r i t of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n Kera la 
could be put in a n u t s h e l l : t h e m i n i s t e r s , drawn from 
each of t h e United Front p a r t i e s , wi th t h e CPi l eade r 
as ch ie f , a re s p e c i a l i s i n g in f i d d l i n g , whi le t h e s t a t e 
lbS 
i s b u r n i n g . The m i n i s t e r s become a l i v e t o t h e i r d u t i e s 
only when i t i s ques t ion of abusing t h e i r a u t h o r i t y and 
r e s o u r c e s . The m i n i s t e r s a re adept at misus ing t h e i r 
a u t h o r i t y wi thout even a f i g l e a f of p r o p r i e t y . 
- , - , — , ANTI-CORRUPTION BILL 
255. JOHN (KC) . New s t r a i n s i n Kera l a UF: A n t i - c o r r u p t i o n 
b i l l . Times of I n d i a ; 131, 200; 1969, J u l y , 19; 6 . 
The con t rove r sy over t h e problem of c o r r u p t i o n i n 
p u b l i c l i f e i n Kera la i s d e s t r o y i n g t h e United Front and 
s u l l y i n g t h e image of t h e Chief M i n i s t e r , Mr. EMS 
Narriboodiripad. I t w i l l be d i f f i c u l t for e i t h e r t h e 
r e g a i n t h e o ld aura . One of t h e main aims of t h e 
o r g a n i s e r s of t h e United Front was t o g ive t h e people 
an i n c o r r u p t i b l e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
- , - , — , BREAK-UP, NAMBOODIRIPAD (EMS) 
2 56. KERALA CRISIS. Times of I n d i a ; 131, 294; 1969, October , 
21 ; 6 . 
Descr ibes i n e d i t o r i a l t h a t EMS Namboodiripad 
survived a b reak-up of t h e United F r o n t . He i s e v i d e n t l y 
devot ing h i s c o n s i d e r a b l e p o l i t i c a l s k i l l t o c o l l e c t i n g 
1 b :J 
%fs_much out of the debr i s as he can for h i s own pa r ty . 
The proposal for fresh t a l k s with the four p a r t i e s was 
communicated to them along with h i s decis ion recommen-
ding to the governor t he acceptance of the r e s igna t ions 
of the six min is te r s belonging to the four p a r t i e s . 
- , - , - - , COLLAPSE 
257. MENON (CP) . Whither United Front. Mainstream; 8, 8; 1969, 
October, 2 5; 9-10. 
United Front in Kerala collapsed over the quest-
ion of corruption. One of the main election planks of 
the seven party United Front in Kerala was a promise 
to the people to provide a clean government. This 
assurance had a special significance in the context 
of Kerala politics. 
-,-,--, CPI 
258. RAMJI. Unflappable adminis t ra t ion. F ron t ie r ; 5, 7; 1972, 
May, 27; 5-6. 
Nothing on ear th can shake the complacency and 
equanimity of the CPI led United Front regime in Kerala. 
I t s effrontery has made i t the most unflappable 
l . ' O 
government ever. The p a r t i e s in power seem to have 
ba r t e red . This v i r t u e for the f i she s and leaves of 
o f f i c e . 
_ , - , — , OPPOSITION, CPI(M) 
259. SEN (Mohit) . K e r a l a ' s changing p o l i t i c s . Economic and 
P o l i t i c a l Weekly; 5, 20; 1970, May, 16; 797. 
Kera la h a s had two s e r i o u s p o l i t i c a l e n c o u n t e r s 
between t h e r u l i n g Uni ted Front and t h e CPI(M). Even 
some t h r e e y e a r s ago i t would have been s u i c i d a l for 
any l e f t p a r t y t o have had any open unde r s t and ing wi th 
t h e Congress i n Kera la . But now many t h i n g s have changed. 
- , - , , PARTNERS, CONGRESS (R) 
260. SEN (Mohit). Biginning in Kerala. Economic and P o l i t i c el 
Weekly; 5, 4 5; 1970, November, 7; 1807-08. 
Describes t he United Front Ministry, which i s in 
coa l i t i on with the Congress(R) , has made the r i gh t 
beginning not only in the sphere of the Assembly but 
in the wider arena of p o l i t i c a l action and i t also 
descr ibes the Trivandrum Municipal e lec t ion t r end . 
l / : 
_, _ , — , PROBLEMS 
261 . NAYANAR (EK>. Problem of United F r o n t . Mainstream? 20, 
1-5; 1981; 30 . 
The United Front has become an i s s u e of s e r i o u s 
n a t i o n a l d e b a t e . Some p a r t i e s and group have openly 
h i n t e d a t t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s and advantages of t h e 
merger of some of t h e l i k e minded p a r t i e s t o form a 
s i n g l e p a r t y . 
- , _, VIOLENCE 
262. SEN (Mohit) . Advances i n K e r a l a . Economic and P o l i t i c a l 
Weekly; 7, 4 5; 1972, November, 4 ; 2226-27. 
Desc r ibes t h e two p o l i t i c a l murders i n Kera l a 
have h o r r i f i e d a l l s e c t i o n s . I t a l so e x p r e s s t h e movement 
t o p rov ide one lakh houses for t h e homeless a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p r o l e t a r i a t . 
- , - , WARLORDISM 
2 6 3 . SIVARAM(M) . Volunteer Corps i n Kera la t o f i g h t p o l i t i c a l 
war lord ism. Economic Times? 7, 204; 1967, October , 17? 7 . 
The grim spec t r e of p o l i t i c a l war lordism, with 
p r i v a t e armies at t h e command of t h e warr ing f a c t i o n s , 
looms over Kera la today i n t h e next phase of t h e b i t t e r 
t u s s l e for power i n t h e s t a t e . 
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